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Willie moves in
In early October a pair of
Willie Wagtails decided
that the Garlick’s fernery
looked like a great place
to nest. Here are Peter’s
observations of the nesting
parent’s journey.
“The teamwork of these “Willies”
is amazing. The site chosen for
their nest is not in a bush or
tree. Oh no, it’s on a beam just
under the eaves of our house.
Flight after flight bringing stuff
to make the nest, both birds
working together.

By Peter Garlick

Then the eggs were laid, each
parent taking turn about to
keep the eggs warm until
hatched. They swap over when
the one hunting returns. It gives
a whistle and a quick swap
occurs. Now the hatchlings
are getting bigger and both
parents leave the nest for longer
periods, as they need to obtain
more food for the growing kids.
The nest is sheltered from the
weather and the height enables
the adults to use less energy as
they only have to swoop down
to catch food.
Within about 3 weeks the 2
fledglings are almost ready

It’s the little things...
One of my favourite daily
walks with my 2 dogs
is along the top of the
escarpment overlooking
Merriman Creek, heading
east from the South
Gippsland Highway.
In early spring we can see
a golden carpet below us –
wattles all along the creek. Just
gorgeous.

N

to leave the nest. We can see
them flapping their wings and
standing on the edge of the
nest. By the end of October
they are flying really well from
place to place in our fernery
and have grown about 2/3 of
the size of their parents. They
have grown so quickly, it is truly
amazing”. ■

By Norma Garlick

Some weeks later, when the
wattles have almost finished
flowering, a creamy mass
of flowers cover shrubs and
scramble up the tallest trees.
This is Clematis aristata. I always
thought this was a reference to
‘star’, to the 4 petal-like sepals in
their beautiful star pattern. But I
have discovered the term comes
from the Latin word ‘bearded’
as the plants common name
is ‘Old Man’s Beard’ or ‘Goat’s
Beard’. I wonder if it refers to the

whiskery seed heads which are
beginning to appear?
And again, the vista has
changed with the Swamp
Paperbarks in flower delighting
me.
Two sightings of a Sea Eagle add
to my enjoyment.
How fortunate, in this time
of lockdown, to live with
space and natural beauty
surrounding me. ■
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By Scott Elliott

Welcome to the COVIDedition of the Yarram
Yarram Landcare
Network Magazine.
I placed a sign in the
entrance window of the
YYLN offices back in
March, expecting it would
be taken down some time
after Easter. How wrong
I was.
In my previous column, I
described how it is possible to
realise opportunities during
a time of crisis. Whilst this
pandemic has created many
challenges for the Landcare
community, we have used our

time in lockdown wisely in
order to shore up our network
for the future. Famous Chinese
General Sun Tzu once said:
“opportunities multiply as they
are seized,” and nothing could
be closer to the truth given the
stronger position we now find
ourselves in.
We have just received
word that our Corner
Inlet Broadleaf Seagrass
Restoration Project has
been awarded an additional
$200,000 in funding under
the Federal Department of
Agriculture’s Fish Habitat
Restoration Program.
The latest stage of the project
will be delivered with our
partners from the Corner Inlet
commercial fishing sector and

Pandemic causes
pandemonium for our AGM

Due to the Covid Restrictions we have obtained
permission from Consumer Affairs Victoria to
hold our AGM early in the New Year.

This means that we will, hopefully, all be able to
get together as we have in previous years and
celebrate the year’s achievements as well as deal
with official business such as financial reports
and elections.
The date we have chosen is the 29th of January,
2021. Our guest speaker will be Andy Kemp from
the Bureau of Meteorology. Please block it out
on your calendar so that you can attend. Further
information will be coming to you over the
next few weeks regarding election information,
annual report, guest speaker and venue.
We thank our membership for their patience in
this regard and look forward to seeing you all in
the new year.
Have a safe and happy end of year break.
Best wishes,

the West Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority.
We also welcome our new
partners OzFish from the
recreational fishing sector for
the first time.
Securing future funding streams
to protect Nooramunga Marine
Park and Corner Inlet has
been at the forefront of YYLN
activities in recent months.
Our Jack and Albert River
Restoration Project has
been selected as the vehicle
to bring an innovative
new approach to project
funding and water quality
improvement to our network.
With the support of Green
Collar Group we are developing
a market-based mechanism,
Corner Inlet Credits that will
incentivise land managers to
complete works on-ground
that improve water quality in
Nooramunga and Corner Inlet.
More details about this exciting
initiative on page 05.
This edition we also hear from
the West Gippsland CMA’s
Regional Agricultural Landcare
Facilitator, Sam Shannon
about his broad experiences
in the field of natural resource
management, including
regenerative agriculture.
Speaking of which, we are
starting to see some promising
results from our multi-species
cover cropping trial in the
Gippsland Coastal Plain using
the SoilKee Renovator. See the
report of work to date on page
18.
What also stands out to me
is the fantastic achievements
of our Landcare groups in
spite of COVID restrictions,
such as Albert River’s work to
improve facilities at Hiawatha,

SCOTT ELLIOTT

tree planting in Woodside,
Stradbroke West (Merriman
Creek Landcare Group) and
Wonyip, not to mention the
fantastic resurgence of the
Binginwarri Group’s ‘Bingi
Babbler’ newsletter and their
plans for a phenology study. It’s
fair to say that I am extremely
proud of our Landcare
groups and all that you have
achieved.
I believe that by strengthening
our relationships with
governments of all stripes and
developing new inroads into
the corporate sector this will
pay significant dividends for our
groups via new funding streams
for members in the years to
come.
The reason for our success
is always going to be the
tremendous amount of
support that we receive from
our volunteers, partners and
board. Keep safe and keep
fighting the good fight! ■

Scott.
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By Helga Binder

Against all odds, our
seagrass restoration
project continues to meet
its targets with volunteers
coming from as far away
as Melbourne to help
with the mammoth task
of filling, loading and
deploying sandbags
into Broadleaf Seagrass
restoration sites within
the Corner Inlet and
Nooramunga marine
parks.
Key in our considerations for
the week’s activities was how to
execute such a huge task whilst
remaining Covid safe and within
the government regulations.
Cancellation would have put
out our program by a full
12 months but by careful
distancing, donning of masks
where necessary and limiting
the numbers of volunteers at
any one location or deployed
in the boats, we met our
safety obligations and still
managed to complete this
phase of our program.
“Corner Inlet is a destination

LOADING THE SANDBAGS FILLED DURING THE WEEK, READY FOR RELOCATION TO THE WHARF

waterway for fishing and the
Broadleaf Seagrass meadows
are a critically important habitat
for many of the fish species both
recreational and commercial
fishers love to catch, that’s why
it’s so important we work together
to restore these habitats for future
generations to enjoy,” said Ben
Cleveland, from OzFish.
He was one of the wonderful
volunteers who attended,
masks at the ready and muscles
primed, to load the sandbag
snakes onto five seafaring
vessels waiting at the dock.
Our deployment boats,
consisting of two tourist
charters from Pennicott
Wilderness Journeys, two

commercial fisher boats and
a SEAL Diving Services vessel,
were loaded up with over 600
sandbag snakes during the next
hour.
The snakes, measuring 2
metres in length and weighing
18 kilograms each, had been
filled and loaded onto pallets
earlier in the week by the
Bass Coast Landcare Network
works crew, students from the
Yarram Secondary College and
individuals from both OzFish
and YYLN staff. The filling and
temporary storage of the snakes
was graciously hosted at the
Anedda family home in Port
Welshpool, further testament to
the level of greater community

support offered to this project.
A critical component of
the whole exercise was the
identification and establishment
of the sites targeted for
restoration.
In consultation between YYLN
staff and our projects academic
partners from the University of
W.A., it was decided that a large
restoration site should be placed
at Chinaman’s Long Beach off
the north-eastern tip of Wilsons
Promontory. This new site would
sit some 150 m south-west of,
but importantly adjacent to our
most successful site of all last
summer’s deployments. The
importance of this proximity
would ideally see us encounter
the same environmental
parameters that delivered our
previous successes.
The new restoration site would
see a minimum of 600 snakes
deployed into a 12,800 m2 field.
The field was further dissected
into four equal quadrats of
40 x 80m or 3,200 m2, which
were numbered and colour
coded to aid with coordinating
deployment by multiple vessels
with different arrival times.

ALL THE PALLETS OF SANDBAG SNAKES READY AND WAITING FOR THE VOLUNTEERS
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...continued from previous page

role the snakes play within our
seagrass restoration process,
essentially, they assist with
capture and ideally limit
potential secondary dispersal of
germinated Posidonia australis
propagules that we broadcast
over these prepared sites. Many
of the restoration sites are quite
barren sandflats, with little
vegetation or structure present
to enable the propagules to
gain a foothold and grow,
and without the intervention
of the snakes that are laid
perpendicularly or across the
regular tidal flow, propagules
are often again dispersed by
these tidal processes to areas
where they struggle to persist
and are lost to the system.

DAVE JOHNSON - SKIPPER
PENNICOTT BOAT 01

PENNICOTT BOAT 01 DEPARTING FROM THE WHARF

The coordinated deployment
of the sandbags on Saturday
the 14th of November
was a huge collaborative
effort and one that can
hopefully be conveyed by the
accompanying photographs
to this article.
“Aspects of Saturday’s event
that really impressed me were
the number of volunteers who
turned up to help, the mix of
boat operators and the speed
at which the seagrass sausages
were actually deployed once we
arrived at the trial site.” said Bruce
Atkin, volunteer and recently
retired CoastCare Facilitator for
Gippsland.

ABBY ARGUS-SMITH INTERN, OZFISH

Excepting a couple of volunteers
who stayed behind to organise
lunch, the remaining volunteers
spread out between the boats
to assist with deploying the
sandbag snakes into the water
at the restoration site - a round
trip of some one and half hours
including deployment.
The weather couldn’t decide
whether or not to cooperate,
...continued on next page

ALL LOADED UP AND HEADING OUT TO CORNER INLET

JONO STEVENSON
HAPPY VOLUNTEER
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EVEN THE BOATS WERE SOCIALLY DISTANCED DURING THE DEPLOYMENT PHASE OF THE OPERATION

but the miserable rain and
consistent wind that began
as the boats left the wharf
petered out and the sun even
broke through just as the first
sandbags were lowered into
the choppy swell. An excellent
omen for this wonderful project.
An exhausted but happy crew
returned to delicious cakes,
salad rolls, drinks and fruit
supplied by the YYLN.
Without the meticulous
planning of YYLN Facilitator,
Scott Elliott and the hands-on
guidance, and coordination
by YYLN Project Officer, Jason
Pickering, this complex stage
of our overall restoration plan
would have been impossible.
Again, in the words of Bruce
Atkin, “What is not immediately
obvious at an event like this is
the amount of planning that has
taken place beforehand. Clearly
a great deal of preparation,
negotiation and co-ordination
had occurred, to have the sandbag sausages manufactured and
filled, to organise the small flotilla
of boats and operators plus the
team of volunteer labourers and
to do all this in a safe manner.”
Without the generous donation
of time from our ever-reliable
volunteers, projects like these
would remain just pipedreams.
“It was fantastic to see so many
stakeholders working together
6

to achieve great outcomes for
Corner Inlet. OzFish are excited
to be involved in the future of the
project, enabling recreational
fishers to help restore critically
important fish habitat in the inlet
and build on the fantastic work
that’s already being done,” said
Ben Cleveland.

worthwhile project now expand
from a largely research based
project into restoration scale
outputs.” said Jason Pickering.
Congratulations to all

participants for a job well
done under less than brilliant
conditions. You are a credit to
the saying “Where there is a
will, there is a way”. ■

The recreational fishers will be
looking to complement our
next seagrass restoration phase,
when we shift into Posidonia
australis fruit collection (see pg
20 for project report).
“It is difficult to pinpoint precisely
when the fruit pods will break
away from the parent plant and
float to the surface waters of
Corner Inlet. This process can be
affected year to year by changes
attributed to seasonal variability,
temperature and the influence
of storm surge or other adverse
weather conditions. Until then
we wait, but when fruit collection
does occur, most likely from
mid-December to mid-January,
the pods will be transferred to our
aquaculture tanks generously
hosted at the Gippsland Ports
Facility at Port Welshpool. After a
couple of days of agitation, they
will husk, and the new propagules
can be drained off from the
tanks and then subsequently
deployed with accuracy over
our pre-prepared restoration
sites. It’s really exciting to see
the continuation of this hugely

TARGET LOCATION IN CORNER INLET FOR RESTORATION WORK

JASON PICKERING HEADING HOME ON
LUKE ANEDDA’S COMMERCIAL FISHING BOAT

Corner Inlet Credits
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By Scott Elliott

The Yarram Yarram
Landcare Network
has partnered with
Australia’s largest forprofit environmental
organisation, Green
Collar Group, to
develop a new market
mechanism to improve
water quality in
Nooramunga and Corner
Inlet marine parks.
The project is known as Corner
Inlet Credits and follows Green
Collar’s success in developing
a similar model for the Great
Barrier Reef.
The Jack and Albert River (JARR)
Project has been chosen as the
delivery mechanism for Corner
Inlet Credits and a working
group comprising Agriculture
Victoria, HVP, GippsDairy/Dairy
Australia, West Gippsland CMA,
Wettenhall Environment Trust
and the Corner Inlet Fisheries
Habitat Association has been
formed to implement the pilot
project.

Who are Green Collar?

comprises around 39 staff
dotted across Australia with
specialisations ranging from
investment banking to ecology,
environmental analysts, field
technicians and stakeholder
engagement experts.

What is the Reef Credit
Scheme?
A market-based mechanism
to improve water quality in
the catchments that flow into
the Great Barrier Reef. A Reef
Credit is a quantified, verified
and independently audited
volume of nutrient, pesticide
or sediment prevented from
entering the GBR catchment.
In real terms, a Reef Credit
currently represents 1kg of
nitrogen or 538 kg of sediment
prevented from entering the
Great Barrier Reef catchment.
A Reef Credit is generated from
landholders/farmers making
changes in land management
practices. Reef Credit projects
are audited and payments made
are based on actual reductions.

At its heart, Green Collar is
about conserving Australia’s
environment by making a
profit in the process. This
differentiates them from other
consultants and environmental
land managers who may simply
wish to lock something up like a
national park.

In an exciting milestone
in October, Green Collar
sold its first batch of Reef
Credits to HSBC and the
Queensland Government,
which has a mandate to
invest in organisations which
contribute meaningfully to the
fulfilment of the UN Sustainable
Development Goals.

At the core of the Green
Collar business is investment
in environmental markets
(carbon markets, biodiversity
markets) and natural resource
management. Carbon farming
and Reef Credits on the Great
Barrier Reef in Queensland
are the centrepiece of their
operation.

Green Collar’s head of water
management, Carole Sweatman,
addressed the YYLN board and
our JARR project committee this
year to explain how the Reef
Credit methodology works, who
is investing in it and whether or
not such an approach could be
applied to our the Corner Inlet/
Nooramunga catchment.

The Green Collar team

How will Green Collar and

YYLN go about creating
Corner Inlet Credits?
The Corner Inlet Water Quality
Improvement Plan (WQIP),
developed by the WGCMA and
a range of stakeholders in 2013,
provides an excellent blueprint
for what aspects of water quality
need to improve most in the
catchment.
The WQIP had two sets of
agreed and achievable targets
at its core:
1. Corner Inlet catchments,
at least 15% total nitrogen,
15% total phosphorus, 10%
total suspended sediment
reduction by 2033;
2. Nooramunga catchments,
at least 10% total nitrogen
10% total phosphorus and
5% total suspended sediment
reduction by 2033.
At the time, it was identified
that “the costs to achieve
and maintain water quality
objectives are estimated to be
in the order of $8.95m/year for
direct works, with additional

funds required to enable
activities and investigations to
fill identified knowledge gaps.”
Corner Inlet Credits will aim
to attract some of this critical
funding to achieve these onground works and to fill some of
the knowledge gaps.

Where to from here?
The Corner Inlet Credits Working
Group will continue to assess
the best ways to develop a
market-based mechanism for
the Corner Inlet Catchment.
The first step in the process will
be to complete a Situational
Analysis for Corner Inlet to
accurately understand the value
and nature of the opportunity
for our region.
A series of three pilot projects
have also been put forward
in conjunction with fishers,
farmers and foresters to achieve
water quality improvement
outcomes at a small-scale that
may attract credit payments in
the future. ■
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The McNeilly family are
members of the Merriman
Creek Landcare Group
and include Tony and
Jane and their two
children, Catherine and
Robert.
The family run a 1500
acre wool and sheep meat
producing enterprise,
also comprising of
protected areas of
remnant vegetation and
shelterbelts.
JANE, ROBERT, CATHERINE AND ROBERT MCNEILLY

The original 640 acres of the
property was selected in 1886
by Eliza McNeilly, Tony’s greatgreat grandmother, and the
coastal vegetation was hand
cleared by her two sons.
Tony and Jane started working
on the family farm in 1996 and
took over the farm from Tony’s
parents in 2008, subsequently
purchasing additional adjoining
land.
In 2004 the McNeilly’s
accessed a farm forestry
scheme grant and planted
10,000 indigenous trees. The
30m wide shelter belts total
approximately 3.5 kilometres
in length and provide valuable
shade and shelter for their 2600
~ 3000 breeding ewes and their
lambs.

IMPRESSIVE 30M WIDE SHELTER BELT PLANTED 2004
8

It was during the drought in
2006 when Tony and Jane were
forced to source income ‘off
farm’. It was also the year they
realised that the traditional
methods of farming “had to

change”, in order to improve the
sustainability of their property
and to adjust to the changing
climate.
Having attended a “Grazing for
Profit” course, the knowledge
gained was put into immediate
action with containment
paddocks built to house their
stock, to preserve the remaining
grass coverage in their
paddocks.
Tony and Jane went ahead
with decreasing paddock sizes,
whilst increasing the size of
their mobs, using rotational
grazing principles and the use of
containment paddocks.
With access to shearing labour
becoming a growing issue for
the industry, Tony and Jane have
commenced a trial program
increasing their ‘Aussie White’
mob numbers, due to the breed
having many benefits such as a
self shedding fleece. They also
possess very good growth traits,
produce offspring three times
...continued on next page
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Yarram Landcare Network
delivered an eradication
program which Tony and Jane
were keen to join to rid this
invasive and unpalatable weed
from one of their paddocks. In
total, 100 acres was treated
by spraying and resown to a
perennial dryland mix. The
project was highly successful
with only the occasional spot
spraying of individual plants
now required.
In 2019 the McNeilly’s were
successful in applying for
a Victorian Landcare Grant
and fenced out two areas
of approximately 5 acres to
protect remnant Tea-tree
and Sheoak vegetation.
Tony and Jane’s son Robert
collected sheoak seed from
their farm and successfully
propagated the plants, which
have been transplanted into the
shelterbelts.

THE DROUGHT OF 2005

in two years, have high fertility
rates and are highly maternal.
With wethers weighing 60kg at
just 5 months of age, these are
sold and the ewes retained to
increase their overall flock size.
In 2007, Tony and Jane
purchased an adjoining 250
acres which consisted of a water
allocation allowing them to
irrigate up to six 25 acre areas,
using a centre pivot. After many
years of using a diesel pump to
run the pivot, they could see
the costs of fuelling the pump,
not to mention the emissions
and noise it made, was not
sustainable. After successfully
applying for an energy grant
they now have a 16 kW three
phase power solar pump that
is connected to the power
grid.
The aggressive weed known
as Serrated Tussock (Nassella
trichotoma) populated several
locations within the Seaspray
district. In 2013/14 the Yarram

Like her brother Robert,
Catherine recently collected
Yellow Box eucalypt seed to
also propagate on their family
farm. In their short lives, these
6th generation McNeilly’s
have witnessed two severe
droughts and have seen the
consequences of not retaining
sufficient on-farm ground cover.

SERRATED TUSSOCK ERADICATION PROGRAM

THE MCNEILLY’S PIVOT PUMP SOLAR PANEL ARRAY

Catherine is due to complete
her Advanced Diploma in
Agribusiness and Agronomy
and will be returning home to
the farm in October.
It’s safe to say that with Tony
and Jane’s vision, “to leave
the farm in better shape for
the next generation”, this will
come to fruition with young
Landcarer’s such as Robert
and Catherine to one day take
over the reins of managing the
property. ■
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By Trevor Colvin

How do I start the f$#@&#g generator
I was having breakfast in a little cafe in Amsterdam
when the call came from my wife Susie, who was in
our power shed on a cold and wet winter night in the
Strzelecki Ranges where we lived, gumboots on, torch in
hand; and alarmingly furious.
There was enough energy coming through the phone to
light up a small city, but apparently not any power in our
house because the batteries had run flat and the diesel
generator didn't cut in as it should have done.
The backup generator was a big Japanese unit and it
took a while to talk her through starting it. But she got
it going and then braved the fifty metres through the
driving rain to the house and the warmth of the fireside.
While living off-grid is very very rewarding, things
can and do go wrong as this example shows and other
examples follow.
This is a two-part story.
The first part gives the experiences of three families who
have lived off-grid for a combined total of 79 yrs.
We think it is important for anyone considering going
off-grid to learn from the experiences - and indeed the mistakes, of people who have walked through the
exercise.
The contributors who have shared their experiences here
are Cathy and Leon Trembath, Gus and Lyn Hughes
and Trevor Colvin and Susie Foletta. All happened to
live in the Strzelecki Ranges, but each went about setting
up a system differently.
The second article will deal with how it all works, the
technical aspects of determining what sort of system
best suits individual needs, calculating the cost of such a
system, setting it up and equally importantly; managing
it. If you are considering going off grid this two-part story
should be a huge help.
10

How long have you
(or did you) live off
the grid?
Leon and Cathy: 29 years
Gus and Lyn:

39 years

Trevor and Susie: 11 years

What is the main
power input
source?
LEON AND CATHY

“A micro hydro turbine because
we were blessed with having a
good strong river with a 6 metre
waterfall to power it. In a severe
dry spell we added three small
solar panels and the very next
day the heavens opened and
the water turbine fired up again.
Storage was twelve 2v ‘Telstra’
second-hand lead-acid batteries
which lasted twenty years
because the inflow from the
river was constant and this
extended their life, unlike
wind and solar which are not
constant.
We also had a petrol generator
as a backup which was vital if
the river flooded and/or debris
blocked water to the turbine.
We used 200 mil diameter water
pipe combined with the natural
drop from the waterfall to
concentrate a powerful flow of
water to the turbine, but debris
could and did play havoc with
that at times.
A couple of years back when
the government was offering
subsidies, we put in 11 solar
panels”.

GUS AND LYN

“Initially it was one solar panel,
one car battery and a couple of
Volvo lights. When we built a
mud brick home and moved out
of the shed we upgraded to six
solar panels, a 32 volt inverter
and second hand ‘Telstra’ leadacid batteries.
Later, we got a quote to connect
mains power and it was $15,000
plus, so we upgraded to a 24
volt system with new solar
batteries, a lot more solar panels
and a backup generator and a
‘Selectronic’ inverter. We were
able to run a normal household,
including an electric refrigerator
and electric freezer, when prior
to that we ran a gas fridge.
We also put in a Honda petrol
generator and that was a smart
move. We considered diesel but
they are bigger, more expensive
to buy and expensive to repair.
We need to run our generator
a few hours a week in winter to
keep the batteries up”.
TREVOR AND SUSIE

“When we first bought at
Wonyip we inherited a very
small battery bank powered
by a tiny wind turbine used
on yachts and one solar panel.
It had been adequate as an
infrequently used holiday home
but not for permanency, so we
bumped up the solar and added
more battery storage.
We built a new home on the
same property and powered
that with a bank of twelve 2v
ex Telstra lead-acid batteries,
a 2kva wind turbine and two
solar panels. It was not good
...continued on next page
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overheated and caught fire. The
house was totally destroyed,
our two beautiful little dogs
perished and my Land Rover
cooked. When we rebuilt,
the system was enclosed in a
purpose built shed fifty metres
from the house.
Messing about with secondhand batteries which suited the
bank balance was generally not
a good idea.
One day I found that I had
decapitated three Kookaburras
and that was despite putting
brightly coloured bands on the
turbine blades, so be aware of
that danger”.

...continued from previous page

enough so we doubled the
solar, replaced the wind turbine
with a 5kva unit and added
a big second-hand Japanese
diesel backup generator. The
battery bank died after two or
three years because we took
too much from them too often
and were replaced with a bank
of second hand NiCad batteries,
which could handle a lot more
power being drawn from them
without shortening their life”.

What did you get
right and what
might you do
differently if you
had your time
over?
LEON AND CATHY

“We bought and installed two
turbines in the river initially as
a safety net, but we really didn’t
need two as one was more than

enough to keep the battery
bank topped up.The second
became a useful spare.
Probably we would now go
entirely solar because the
economics of solar panels has
improved a lot.
Definitely we would have sealed
gel batteries because they
require little or no maintenance,
whereas conventional ‘flooded’
lead-acid batteries require
constant monitoring.
While the hydro turbine was
very effective it also required
a lot of maintenance when
the river was running high or
flooding and might have to be
cleared two or three times a
week at that time”.
Gus and Lyn: “We made a
few mistakes but generally
we learned as much as we
could, progressed gradually
as our knowledge and needs
demanded and generally got it
right.
Buying a 32-volt inverter was a

mistake because it was difficult
to find lights and such that
ran off that voltage. We also
bought new solar-lead acid
batteries at a cost of around
$5,000 which were supposedly
good for 8 years but started to
have problems after two and we
discovered we had been taking
too much out of them. We were
aware that we could not run
the batteries too far down but
were advised that we could run
them down to 21.5v. That was
bad advice and shortened the
life of the batteries. Now we
have sealed gel batteries which
are valve regulated and that is
a much better idea. Much less
hassle and maintenance”.
TREVOR AND SUSIE

“It was a steep learning curve
for us and there were plenty of
mistakes.
The original setup we inherited
was in a large poorly ventilated
cupboard in the carport. A
cutout failed one day when we
were both out and the batteries

What amusing
and perhaps
even dangerous
moments did you
have (if any)?
LEON AND CATHY

“Beautiful Greenhood orchids
on the track down to the river
were an added bonus and a
delight.
A regularly encountered Tiger
Snake on the same track was
definitely something to be
wary of and treated with great
respect, but we got used to each
other eventually.
Getting down to the turbine in
the dark when it was raining
and slippery was a challenge.
On one occasion my torch failed
and in the pitch black I had to
clear the turbine by feel and
was soaked by the rain and the
river while doing so. Then the
long trek up the slippery track
to home. It was not for the fainthearted”.
continued on next page...
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GUS AND LYN

GUS AND LYN

“Always buy the best you can
afford. If you buy cheap, you
end up paying twice.

“It amuses us - and it happened
often - that house guests
would run a hair dryer and be
thoroughly embarrassed when
all the lights went out. We
always warned them, but they
seemed to have to experience
it. Anything with a heating
element draws a tremendous
amount of power. We can run
them of course but need to have
the backup generator operating
while that is going on, so as not
to kill the batteries”.
TREVOR AND SUSIE

“Losing the house to a fire
caused by the power system
was certainly dangerous,
frightening and heart-breaking.

Buy Australian if you can.
Selectronics stuff is great and
service is responsive.
Get your info from as many
sources as possible, and
DO NOT believe anything a
salesman says unless it can be
independently verified.
Renew.org.au is a great source
of info”.
TREVOR AND SUSIE

“Make sure you do an audit
of your power needs before
you start. It can be a tiresome
exercise but it is a vital first step
in determining the system you

Decapitating three Kookaburras
was also horrible and whenever
a dull grey sky and very high
wind occurred, we shut the
wind turbine off to save the
birdlife”.

What advice would
you give to people
considering an offgrid existence?
LEON AND CATHY

“Get a good technical advisor.
We used the ATA (Alternative
Technology Association) and
they were wonderful, even
visiting us on occasions to offer
advice and to learn from us. It
is vital to be ‘aware’ because
you can’t run everything and
anything whenever you choose.
Anything with a heating
element, (hairdryer, iron, bar
heater etc) draw enormous
energy from the system so
learning what you use and
when becomes important”.
12
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A PLANET OF POSSIBILITIES

need and make sure you budget
enough to build it properly.
Consider as many input sources
as suit your location and that
you can afford - such as solar,
wind, hydro, diesel or petrol
generation, because the sun
doesn't always shine and the
wind doesn’t always blow.
Systems have become much
safer in the past decade, but
always keep safety in mind. You
are dealing with energy that can
easily kill you.
Do learn as much as you can
and a good place to start is with
‘Renew’ magazine.
Read the second article in this
series because it will deal with
the technical aspects”.

N

What did your
system cost?
All three contributors to this
story explained their initial
outlay was around the $12,000
to $15,000 mark but costs have
changed dramatically in the
past few years.
Editor’s Note: all three
contributors featured in this
article mentioned the ATA and
‘Renew’ so we will write more
about them in the second article,
plus other reliable information
sources and advisors.
In the second part of this story
we will go into much more
detail on current pricing. ■
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by Cousin Wally

Cousin Wally

I saw a dark cloud of
flying insects dancing up
and down above the river
near my home. What
would these be?
Late in the evening on a warm
spring day as I waddled along
the creek bank listening to
the birds calling from the tall
gum trees lining the creek
banks, a dense swarm of flying
insects appeared. This thick
mass of insects darted back
and forth, up and down. As I
squinted against the sun filled
sky, I identified them as adult
mayflies. What were they doing
in a swarm? Were they mating?
Yes, Mayflies mate as they fly.
Then I saw the females diving
and dancing over the water
surface depositing their
fertilised eggs into the water.
Egg numbers per female can
vary from 500 – 3000. The small
eggs, vary in shape, colour and
sculpturing, depending upon
species, then sink to the bottom
or adhere to submerged plants
by way of an adhesive outer
layer on the egg.
Several days or up to a
year, depending on water
temperatures and seasonal
factors, after the eggs are
deposited a young mayfly,
known as a nymph, will

MAYFLY NYMPH

hatch. The nymph (only a few
millimetres long) swims at the
bottom of the waterway feeding
on algae and fine organic
materials such as decomposed
leaves. As the nymph grows it
undergoes between five and
fifty stages of development
stages. It generally sheds its old
skin during each stage.
The legs and jaws of some
nymphs are modified for
burrowing in silt or sand,
whereas in other species,
these are flattened to facilitate
entering narrow crevices or
clinging to bottom materials in
swift currents. Long, slender legs
and body adapt for clambering
on submerged vegetation
The abdominal gills of the
nymph appear to "flutter" like

feathers, enabling the nymphs
to obtain oxygen from the
water.
After about 12 months the
nymph (now about 10-20 mm
long) will leave the water for a
rock or stick where it sheds it
skin and emerges as an adult
mayfly. This is usually triggered
by the water temperature.
Once its wings are dry the adult
mayfly will fly to a nearby bush
where it will rest for up to a day.
At this stage they are referred
to as subimago or dun. It will
then moult again and the final
adult mayfly (known as imago
or spinner) emerges. It is now
ready to join the other mayflies
in a swarm over the waterway,
restarting the life cycle again.
Mayflies are the only insects
that moult after developing
functional wings.
Adult mayflies have no mouth
or functional digestive system
as they die directly after mating
- a few hours after swarming - so
they have no need to eat.
The adult mayfly can be
identified by the two or three
threadlike tails, usually as long
as, or longer than, the body.
Their overall length can range
from a few to 30 millimeters.
Mayfly is somewhat of a
misnomer here in Australia
as the name has come the
Northern hemisphere where
they generally are found to
swarm in May - early summer.

There are many other insects
in our waterways such as
craneflies, caddisflies, blackflies,
damselflies and dragonflies.
They all exhibit a similar life
cycle to nymphs, living in
waterways until the adult forms
out of the water. The adult form
being very short lived.
The nymph stage of these
invertebrates is a very important
part of the waterway's
ecosystem. They are involved in
in assisting the decomposition
of organic litter that falls into
the waterway, which assists
with keeping the water clean
and recycles the nutrients. They
are also a main food source for
larger creatures in the waterway
such as fish, crustaceans and
platypus. Without them none
of the other animal life in
waterways would exist.
Waterways which are saline
or have significant levels of
chemicals such as phosphates
or high nutrient levels, will kill
these invertebrates. Hence the
sighting of a swarm of mayflies
or other invertebrates over or in
a waterway is an indication of a
healthy waterway.
Mayflies are found all over
Australia except in the dry
inland areas where permanent
waterways are scarce or do
not exist. There are 57 known
species of mayfly in Australia.
So the swarm you saw over
the waterway may have been
mayflies or they could have
been one of the many other
types of insects which display
similar behaviour. ■

ADULT MAYFLY
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By our Landcare groups

Wonyip

Woodside

The Wonyip Landcare Group
welcomes new members Josh
and Jacky Southwell. They
have owned their property in
Wonyip for 3 years now but
have only been in the area
full time since March when
lockdown commenced.

The Woodside Landcare Group
has not met face to face since
February this year. COVID-19
has certainly put a dampener
on the social activities of
our group. Members have
however been very active with
on ground works.

They were attracted to the area
because of its beauty and also
because they believe it provides
resilience in a changing climate.
Josh and Jacky are building a
permaculture inspired property
with orchards, food forests and
a large veggie patch on the
2.5 acres, incorporating small
animal systems with the aim of
producing the majority of their
own food.

Two Woodside members
properties have been involved
in the Multi-Species Cover
Cropping Trial using the
SoilKee Renovator. A wetter
winter and spring allowed
direct seeding and tube stock
planting on two properties
with Victorian Landcare Grant
funding that had been held
over from 2019. This will result
in over 2.2 hectares of new
vegetation at Woodside. An
earlier large Darriman site that
had partially failed because of
drought was also replanted with
tube stock in a massive effort.
Woodside members have also
been involved in the Victorian
Landcare Grant Jack Smith Lake
Project which has seen over
1000 trees and 1km of new
fencing installed at Darriman.

Jacky has completed a
Permaculture Design Certificate
and enjoys doing permaculture
food system designs for the
local community. Permaculture
gardens provide physical and
mental health benefits as well
as being environmentally
sustainable. We look forward to
their further involvement with
Landcare. ■

DIRECT SEEDING AT TRAMORE AUGUST 2020

CAVENDALE, DARRIMAN

JOSH AND JACKY SOUTHWELL IN THEIR PERMACULTURE GARDEN
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Also, under the Jack Smith Lake
Project, Woodside member
Jenny Wolswinkel organised a 4
hectare direct seeding project
on a Warrigal Creek site. The
seed included locally collected
species but also some seed from
dryer climates in Victoria. This
is the first local trial to compare
the hardiness of different

provenance seed. Hopefully
the wetter spring we are now
experiencing will help all these
new works thrive.
Our group looks forward to the
day when we can meet together
again and share a cup of tea and
Kay’s delicious supper. ■
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By our Landcare groups

Albert River

Merriman
Creek

Hopefully the effect of
Covid19 will soon pass, and
allow everyone to get back to
normal. Despite the limited
connectivity between groups
and network board members,
there has been much activity
with ground works.

Members of the Merriman
group were involved with
a tree planting morning
revegetating a former unused
road which is now classified as
a conservation reserve. It was
great to have some younger
Landcarers come along to
help.

HIAWATHA

The morning was followed by
a barbecue lunch – at a social
distance of course! With energy
to spare, one of our Landcarers
spent his afternoon topping
up a shelterbelt on his own
property.
We are delighted that one of our
members properties in Seaspray
was chosen to participate in the
Multi-species cover cropping
trial. An impromptu field day
was held during the sowing of
the first property in Woodside,
which gave members the
opportunity to see the SoilKee
Renovator in action. We look
forward to seeing the outcome
of the trial and comparing the
sites to the adjacent site which
used a traditional seed drill.

ROBERT MCNEILLY PLANTING IN 2020

Just after Easter at a zoom
meeting YYLN Chair Helga
Binder declared that the
blackberries along the roadside
and along both sides of the
Albert River from the Minnie Ha
Ha Falls down to the A framed
bridge were an embarrassment
to our JARR project. Our group
negotiated with the CMA
through Dan Garlick and Matt
Bowler to assist with staff to
spray as much as possible. So
with the help of four Bass Coast
Landcare Network members,
the task of spraying over 5
kilometers was completed in
one long day. Well done to
all involved. All partners are
planning a similar major attack
on the Hiawatha to Madalya
road in the new year.
After a campaign that has gone
on for years, the Albert River
group received the great news
from Wellington Shire that new
toilets would be constructed at
the Annie Greenaway Reserve in
Hiawatha in February 2021.

One of our members received
funding under the Landcare
Australia - WIRES grant program,
which targeted areas affected
from both drought and fire. A
550m corridor was fenced and
planted during August with the
second stage of the project to
be delivered next autumn.

Our leader, Craig Moore,
continues to work hard to
acquire a grant to erect a
viewing platform at the same
location together with the
possibility of a walking track
along the river. Hopefully
working bees will be allowed
soon so our group can get busy.

With COVID restrictions now
lifting across Victoria, we hope
our group can get together
soon with a Christmas get
together and planning session
for 2021. ■
WIRES SHELTERBELT

ALBERT RIVER RESERVE
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By our Landcare groups
The Reserve at the Albert River,
much like the rest of the district,
was very wet for months on end
thus restricting Craig Moore
and David McAninly from using
their zero turn mowers on the
reserve. Fortunately the Vic
Roads engineer, Col Scammell, a
former local, organised a tractor
and slasher to control the 600
metre length reserve.
Col also had the promising news
that funding may be available
soon, as a grant, to bitumen the
gravel track.
Our group have constantly
searched for support to build a
cement launching block for the
small boats that use the facility.
Fishing enthusiasts make
good use of the two fishing/
observatory decks.
Many thanks to the silent
“guardian angels” we have
supervising the Reserve
regularly. It was pleasing to see
some locals recently did some
mowing where they were able,
around the seats and toilet
facilities.
One disappointing note, some
thoughtless people have done
significant damage with their
“burnouts”. ■
EARTHSTAR (GEASTRUM)
FOUND IN THE BUSH ON
STOITSES ROAD

Binginwarri
Considering the restrictions
put in place by Covid, the
Binginwarri Landcare Group
has been extremely active
both in planning and in
socially distanced outings as
rules permitted.

Ours is an ongoing project so
the seasons ahead will be good
indicators of any change in
environmental conditions.

With the Binginwarri Landcare
sub-group reactivated, a small
group of interested participants
have a new project on the go.
We are very interested in what is
going on in the lives of our local
flora and fauna, including the
wee bugs and crawling insects.
Consequently we decided to
embark on a project which
records collected data as it
comes to our attention.

Binginwarri
Nature Rhythms
- a Phenology
Study.
Phenology is the study of
seasonal changes in plants
and animals from year to year,
such as flowering of plants,
emergence of insects and
migration of birds, especially
their timing and relationship
with weather and climate.
Phenology is important to all of
us because it affects whether
plants and animals thrive and/
or survive in their environments.
It is also important due to our
food supply depending on the
timing of phenological events.
Thanks to the strong links
between plants, weather and
climate, phenology represents
one of the most common
biological indicators of climate
change showing trends,
with earlier spring flowering

16

McClumpha. This program is
where we can record date, time,
location, name, photo, as well
as categorising type of sample;
bird, animal, insect, plant, flower
etc.

It is still early days, with just
a few participants recording
collected data from their own
properties.
In approximately six months we
will have established an idea of
how and where our project is
headed, then we can ask other
interested people to join us.
A NODDING GREENHOOD
(PTEROSTYLIS NUTANS) FOREST
FOUND IN THE BUSH ON
STOITSES ROAD

Down the track somewhat we
hope to collate our findings and
hopefully the information will
be of use to research scientists.

and longer growing season
(Australian Citizen Science
Association citizenscience.
org.au). These indicators allow
researchers to analyse regional
differences in the effects of
climate change.

If you would like more
information about the project,
then get in touch with Barbara
Jakob who is our Project
Coordinator via her email
address: barbara@bjakob.
com.au .

Come on back to our local
environment.

We also have a Facebook page
where photos and items of
interest are posted. You will find
us under Binginwarri Landcare
Subgroup.

• What’s in bloom at your place
right now?
• Is it blooming at the same
time as last year?
• Any changes in native animal
activity?
• What about insects? They
are a fascination for many
people yet they seem to be so
seasonal. Where do they hide
in the winter? They are not
where they are usually found.
Cheeky!
We are recording the collected
data on a beaut little program
developed by one of our
long-term members, John

To mark the launching of our
project, we had a recent (in
between Covid 19 lockdowns)
walk, talk and gawk in the bush
WHAT SEED IS THIS?

Phenology
Study
ANDCARE ETWORK
YARRAM YARRAM L
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By our Landcare groups

AN AMAZING ARRAY OF FUNGI GROWING ON A LOG IN THE LUSH FOREST
DURING THE MCCLUMPHA WALK, TALK AND GAWK
IS IT A BIRD? IS IT A PLANE? NAH... IT’S JUST A FEW BINGI MEMBERS
OUT FOR THE DAY IN JOHN MCCLUMPHA’S FOREST. FROM L : DAVE
SMITH, BARBARA WATERMAN, JOHN MCCLUMPHA AND
BARBARA JAKOBS

WOOD SCORPION (CERCOPHONIUS SQUAMA)
FOUND IN MCCLUMPHA FOREST

on Stoitses Road where there
is a small piece of public land
(H18).
It’s amazing what you can
find when you observe the
ground thoroughly, peek in the
holes of trees and listen to the
overhead songsters who might
be wondering what on earth
you are doing in their food bin.
It was also helpful to have a few
people in our group who know
what they are seeing..
Then of course, after our walk
and observations we shared our
own packages of snack attack
plus a nice hot cuppa. A pre
requisite for any gathering.
Our second Walk Talk and
Gawk was held on the property
of John McClumpha. He has
beaten a track through his
covenanted forest and a few
of the wonderful things we
discovered are shared on this
page.
We are looking forward to
being able to roam across other
members properties in the near
future.

How we came to choose the
project title: Binginwarri
Nature Rhythms – A
Phenology Study
The definition for rhythm is ‘a
pattern in time’. Whatever other
elements there are, rhythm is
the indispensable one. Rhythm
indicates ‘feel good’ positivity. It
has a lively swing to it, a catchy
groove and signals zest of life.
‘Nature’ is a broad word. It gives
each person an inner picture
what it means for him-/ herself.
‘Nature’ is positive, everybody
loves it. The word works on a
personal emotional level. It
allows to explore and discover
and makes you feel relaxed.
Both words in a title aim
towards broadening our project
in the future from our own
back yards towards the general
public. It engages people to be
part of something good.
‘A phenology study’. This phrase
catches that a serious study is
behind our endeavour. Oh yeah,
we are pretty serious about
this. ■
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by Jason Pickering

Woody
Weeds
The purpose of this important
project is to encourage
whole neighbourhoods
from within the Jack River,
Albert River and Tarra
River catchment areas and
including both private and
public landholders to control
persistent woody weeds
together, greatly reducing
the chance of re-infestation
and subsequent spread in
following seasons.
Eradicating woody weeds within
a habitat not only supports
a cleaner, more attractive
landscape, but it helps to
deliver a greater native fauna
and flora diversity within the
forest understorey. Woody weed
presence can severely limit the
ability of native fauna to move
freely throughout their natural
range and may have serious
consequences on access to
vital foraging and reproduction
territories, which in time could
adversely affect overall species
dispersal.
Weed species are typically
dominant competitors and
as such, early colonisers of
disturbed ground. Their removal
encourages habitat recovery,
supporting recolonisation
of indigenous vegetation
contained within the residual
soil seedbank. Woody weed
removal also promotes a
reduction in pest pressure
as they provide a recognised
habitat for invasive and
destructive pests such as foxes
and rabbits. This benefits in
the form of reduced land

degradation and interspecific
competition for resources.
This project continues to
gather much interest from
local landholders and from the
number of already completed
agreements it is apparent
the financial support offered
to help control their weed
infestations was appreciated.
Blackberry, Gorse and Box
Thorn are the three target
species of this project, and
we have experienced great
success in mitigating their
spread throughout our network.
Participating landholders
have already delivered a huge
amount of effective control
work with around 180 ha
collectively treated to date.

Multi-species
Cover
Cropping
An innovative and exciting
approach to cover-cropping
will hopefully see farmers
afforded new income
streams, storing carbon in
their soils, improving their
pasture production through
increases in soil biological
activity, improved moisture
absorption and retention,
and subsequently helping to
avoid the terrible landscape
deflation or wind-blown
erosion experienced by many

landholders on the Gippsland
Coastal Plain in March 2019.
YYLN assisted by ‘Healthy
Farming Systems’ agronomist
Jade Killoran, have begun
trials on three properties near
Woodside and Seaspray to
sow a varied mix of species;
including tillage radish, beans,
peas, ryegrass, chicory, vetch
and brassica; that is not widely
used in grazing or pasture
applications.
In high rainfall environments
this technique has seen pasture
production yields improve by 50
to 100 percent and despite the
eastern boundaries of our large
network, the area surrounding
Woodside, experiencing only an

There are still some
opportunities for others to be
involved, but unfortunately the
allocations and subsequent
funding is not unlimited and
judging by the enrolment
rate I expect this will soon
be exhausted. Be quick to
secure your allocation if you
also require assistance. We
can provide you with a part
payment of 50% of costs (not
exceeding a total contribution
of $900 inc.GST per landholder).
This can be used to fund
herbicide, contractors or your
own labour.
For further information or to
discuss your eligibility in this
rewarding project, contact:
Jason Pickering, Project Officer
at YYLN Mobile: 0429 775 875
Email: jasonp@wgcma.vic.gov.
au
This project was funded under
the Biodiversity On-Ground
Action Program, administered
by DELWP. ■

CARBON SOIL CORING AS PART OF OUR MULTI-SPECIES
COVER CROPPING PROJECT

For further information on any of these projects or Invasive Plant & Animal matters please contact: Jason Pickering,
YYLN Project Officer - Mob. 0429 775 875 or Email jasonp@wgcma.vic.gov.au
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completed at sites across the
Jack and Albert River systems.
The monitoring program
accounts for a wide variance
of locations, topographies and
influential factors.
There are eight sites in total,
three on the Jack River and
five on the Albert River, and in
collaboration these sites cover
both of the fresh mountain
headwaters and mid-reaches,
the confluence and ultimately
the saline estuary of this water
way.

WATER MONITORING SITE, UPPER ALBERT RIVER, WONYIP

average rainfall of around 600
mm, it is hoped that positive
outcomes will still be realised.
We have committed to three
rounds of multi-species sowing
and will return to these trial
sites and monitor and assess
the measurable benefits to both
the pastures and the livestock
run on it. The plantings will
benefit from accumulation
and results are expected to
improve with each successive
season. Monitoring will involve
penetrometer readings,
vegetation biomass cuts with

both wet and dry weights and
livestock comparison weights.
Despite a later than anticipated
first sowing in this opening trial
season, results have been varied
but altogether encouraging.
I have had the pleasure of
revisiting all three sites twice
now with Jade and have taken
encouragement by what we
have seen to date. The recent
rains and imminent warmer
weather, along with instruction
for tailored grazing regimes
to reduce initial interspecific
competition with native and

MONITORING SITE AT THE ALBERT RIVER MOUTH
AS PART OF THE JARR WATER MONITORING PROJECT

remnant pasture grasses, should
see the results of our trials really
kick off prior to our upcoming
third round of monitoring.
This trial project was funded
by the National Landcare
Smart Farms Small Grants
program. ■

JARR Watermonitoring
Seven months of water
monitoring has now been

The recurrent monthly testing
includes localised analysis of
temperature (air and water),
pH, electrical conductivity,
turbidity, dissolved oxygen,
total dissolved solids (ppm), salt
(ppm) and records observations
of water and weather condition
incorporating local rainfall
data for the week prior to
each subsequent test from
the Bureau of Meteorology.
In addition to the localised
analysis, water samples from
six of the sites are sent to
Melbourne for laboratory
analysis determining the specific
concentrations of nitrogen
at each site, a key marker for
fertiliser.
The project sites were chosen
to closely match some of the
previous WaterWatch testing
sites, many of which are now
unfortunately dormant in
monitoring activity, but in this
iteration, ours are all accessed
from public land. It is expected
that data amassed from our
project will when related
to historic data, elaborate
not only what water quality
improvements have occurred
within the JARR catchment, but

For more information about what types of species work best in your area please go to: www.yylnreveg.org
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by Jason Pickering
also identify specific geographic
areas that require future
improvement.

appearing en masse in their
floating rafts on the surface
waters of Corner Inlet.

Further testing and analysis
across at least an entire
calendar year will be needed
to determine our conclusions
from the data, however trends
are already forming, and we
are expecting to have a clearer
insight into water quality as the
project progresses.

A more detailed description
of our fruit collection and
propagule processing using
aquaculture tanks can be
recounted within ‘Yarram Yarram
Landcare Magazine, Vol:31
Autumn/Winter 2020’.

This project is funded by the
Wettenhall Environment Trust
under its Small Environmental
Grants Program. ■

Corner Inlet
Broadleaf
Seagrass
Restoration
Project
Our Corner Inlet Broadleaf
Seagrass Restoration Project
will again be the subject of
intense focus throughout the
2020-2021 Summer.
The short ecological window
to consistently available ripe
and viable fruit of Posidonia
australis means our efforts
must also be concentrated in
this period to achieve our best
possible restoration outcomes.
With this in mind, we have
many preparatory tasks to
complete between now and late
December, which from the data
of previous seasons appears
the earliest we can expect to
see reliable volumes of fruit

Building on our successful
restorative efforts of last season,
this summer we will revisit and
monitor at all of the previous
sites, in particular our most
efficacious site off Wilsons
Promontory. In addition, we
will seek to restore a minimum
further six sites in this western
end of Corner Inlet.
We will continue to work
closely with our key partners,
the commercial fishers of
Corner Inlet and in an exciting
development, we are exploring
the feasibility of assisting
the Corner Inlet Fisheries
Association to install their own
aquaculture system at Port
Franklin, replicating what we
have previously managed at the
Gippsland Ports facility at Port
Welshpool. This system will be
maintained and replenished
with fruit collected by the
fishers and then when ready,
the propagules can be collected
from the system and deployed
into our Corner Inlet restoration
sites by the very same people
who collected the fruit. How cool
is this!
This summer will have a
particular focus, with close
consultation of our Port
Albert commercial fishers, to
identify and restore sites within
Nooramunga or our eastern

end of Corner Inlet. Trial sites
here last summer provided
valuable insights into stronger
ocean current or tidally dynamic
areas and our learnings from
the more successful western
trial sites will be carried forward
into increasing our chances of
successful restoration outcomes
more locally.
COVID19 has proven a problem
on many levels to us all and we
have not escaped its effect at
a project scale. Our University
of Western Australia marine
scientists have obviously been
unable to travel to Victoria
and with interstate travel
restrictions still relevant, they
may unfortunately continue to
be restricted to remote desktop
assistance this summer.
Our restoration method
pioneered last summer of
deploying the sandbag snakes,
‘Yarram Yarram Landcare
Magazine, Vol:31 Autumn/
Winter 2020’, has now been
adopted and replicated by a
seagrass restoration project in
Shark Bay, Western Australia.
This project involves members
of our U.W.A. academic
team and is being led by the
Traditional Owners of that area.
The difference in latitude and
resultant climate sees their
fruiting season occur earlier
than ours in Gippsland, and we
are excited to see their results
using our method which are
now seemingly best practice.
In other advancements of our
project this summer; we will see
first time engagement with the
tourism (Pennicott Wilderness
Adventures) and recreational
fishing sectors (OzFish) and we
are still on track to excitingly

head underwater with the
project in Autumn 2021, working
alongside scuba divers to restore
several sites in Nooramunga.
We share with great pride and
excitement that we have been
nominated for a Victorian Marine
and Coastal Council award
for this project and will look
forward to an announcement
of results via a gala Zoom event
held on 20th November 2020.
Additionally, specifics of our
project will be presented at the
National Landcare Conference in
Sydney in August 2021.
Yarram Yarram Landcare Network
has been engaged about
launching a new phase of this
project, specifically concerning
improving remnant and creating
new habitat for the iconic Rock
Flathead species found within
Corner Inlet. Again, collaborative
in nature with fishers, this project
idea has formed part of a new
funding application that has
been given a very welcome
accompaniment in the form of a
supportive written endorsement
by Neil Perry AM of Rockpool
Dining; a leading Australian
chef, restaurateur, author and
television presenter.
Our current Corner Inlet
Broadleaf Seagrass restoration
project has been delivered
in two phases; with phase
one funded by the Victorian
Government (DELWP) through
a Biodiversity On-Ground
Action Grant, phase two
is funded by the Federal
Government’s Department
of Agriculture as part of the
National Landcare Program’s
Smart Farms Grants. ■

For more information about our JARR projects please go to: www.jarrproject.org
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by Scott Elliott

Victorian
Landcare Grants

habitat adjoining the Holey
Plains State Park. In addition to
this, 600 native tubestock have
been planted in the shelter belt.

A wet winter has provided a
significant window for tree
planting, direct seeding and
finalising fencing via two
Victorian Landcare Grant
projects.

Remaining trees will be planted
on the property during autumn/
winter 2021.
The project was made possible
via funding under the WIRES
Australia/Landcare Australia
bushfire recovery grants, given
the majority of Holey Plains
was burnt during bushfires in
January 2019.

As part of the Jack Smith Lake
project, Jenny Wolswinkel led a
direct seeding effort at Warrigal
Creek, Darriman to restore a
4 hectare site in late August.
The seed mix combined local
provenance seed from the
Darriman area with seed from
hotter climates in northern
Victoria as part of YYLN’s firstever experiment with Climate
Future Plots. The Jack Smith
Lake project will fence more
than 4 kilometres of remnant
vegetation and create new areas
of habitat.
Our project to convert a former
pine plantation on the Bruthen
Creek in Carrajung back to
native habitat has now reached
completion, following a superhuman effort from project
officer, Jason Pickering and
landowner Russel Dyer. Around
3500 trees are in the ground and
doing well following the recent

LANDOWNER RUSSEL DYER AT HIS BRUTHEN CREEK PROPERTY.

wet winter.
YYLN is preparing future
funding applications for
Victorian Landcare Grants
which are planned for release
in summer 2020/21. As always,
I encourage landowners who

would like to undertake a larger
project worth up to $20,000 to
contact Jason (jasonp@wgcma.
vic.gov.au) to discuss your ideas
with us.
The Victorian Landcare Grants
Program is supported by the
Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning
via the West Gippsland
Catchment Management
Authority. ■

Landcare
Australia/WIRES
Project
WARRIGAL CREEK DIRECT SEEDING: CLIMATE FUTURE PLOT.

A bushfire tore through the
majority of the 10,460 hectare
Holey Plains State Park in
January 2019, compounding
the already-devastating effects
of a prolonged drought in the
region. The park protects an
extremely high diversity of
native flora (over 500 species,
including 25 species of orchid)
and a range of fauna: lace
monitors, koalas, wombats,
possums, kangaroos and black
wallabies.
While rehabilitation work
from the drought and bushfire
continues in the park, many
species have found refuge in
adjoining private property that
was saved from the worst of
the fires. This project will create
new habitat by fencing and
revegetating a wildlife corridor
that links the park to remnant
vegetation on the farm and a
permanent water source in the
Merriman Creek. ■

Fencing has been completed
at the Ainsworth property in
Stradbroke West to create new

For further information on any of these projects or Invasive Plant & Animal matters please contact: Jason Pickering,
YYLN Project Officer - Mob. 0429 775 875 or Email jasonp@wgcma.vic.gov.au
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By Trevor Colvin

Selling Rocks to fund a Landcare start-up
‘Where there is a will
there is a way.’ This
ancient proverb has rarely
had more meaning than
for the women of the ‘Rise
and Shine’ Landcare
Group in Kenya.
In true Landcare grass roots
style they identified what the
community needed, but had no
money to do it, so came up with
the novel idea of collecting river
stones and selling them for road
construction. Very hard work,
but a highly creative solution,
which funded their beginning.
With a little cash in the bank
they bought sisal plants which
they planted in the gullies to
help prevent soil erosion. Sisal
is also an important cash crop
and Kenya is the world’s third
largest sisal producer. The area
where these women live is
a high-altitude plateau with
heavy summer rain and little or
no rain in the winter months. It
is not easy country to farm and
manage.
Then they started ‘table banking’
– another novel idea - where
each member brought along
any spare cash to the meetings
and it was loaned to other
members with the neediest
taking priority. Table-banking
is founded on the principle
that credit should be accepted
as a human right and builds a
system where one who does
not possess anything gets
the highest priority in getting
a loan. It is the reverse of
conventional banking.
Last year the Yarram Urban
22

THE WOMEN COLLECT STONES,
THEN SELL THEM AND USE THE
FUNDS FOR LANDCARE WORK.

Landcare Group stepped
in – after hearing about the
group and its need for financial
support from Belinda Brennan and donated A$500.
Belinda (WGCMA) has given
up her last few years annual
holidays to travel to Africa to
support, encourage and train
these various new groups
as part of the Landcare
International movement.
Belinda pointed out that what
is not a lot of money in Australia
will allow the Rise and Shine
group to expand significantly.
Water is scarce in Kenya but the
Yarram money will allow Rise
and Shine to buy a large water
tank and to build a nursery,
planting vegetables for the
community but also a tree
nursery for commercial and
private use and many of these
seedlings will be planted in the
gullies to prevent further soil
erosion.
Last year the local ministry of
agriculture gave the more than
twenty Rise and Shine members
ten chickens each which
provides a valuable source of
protein for the entire village.

BELINDA MEETING THE GROUP ON HER VISIT TO KENYA.

The women are keen to
learn and have twice had the
government’s farm training staff
visit the group and teach them
about drought resistant crops
and planning for a changing
climate. Several members have
been selected by the Kenyan
water authorities to attend two
weeks training in a wide range
of techniques for farming in arid
and drought conditions.

of you earn $500 each year
simply for completing an on-line
annual health survey and this
is the money our Yarram group
donated. Many groups could
easily spare $500, so consider
sponsoring internationally.
Every cent gets into the ground;
even the bank forgoes its fees.
You could be making a major
difference to the health and
wellbeing of many Africans.”

While Kenya and Gippsland
are culturally and physically
worlds apart, the principles
and language of Landcare
are universal, and this has
enabled Australian Landcare
International to spread the
Landcare message in Africa.

Australian Landcare
International (recently renamed
Global Landcare) does not
donate to any overseas group
that its volunteer members
have not visited and assessed
personally, so you can be sure
your $500 donation will be
spent where it is needed.

Yarram Urban’s Trevor Colvin
said “What is really impressive is
how far AU$500 can go in Africa.
Come on other groups. Many

If you want to help, check out
www.alci.com.au, or call Belinda
Brennan on 0409 004 901

GROUP MEMBERS SHOWING OFF THEIR WORK IN STABILISING THE
SOILS. AND HOW ABOUT THAT COLOURFUL LANDCARE UNIFORM?
BEATS A T-SHIRT HANDS DOWN.

PartnerANDCARE
Activity
ETWORK
YARRAM YARRAM L

N

By Sam Shannon

What does a RALF do???

JUMPING IN MUDDY PUDDLES

development and delivery
of projects and activities
including field days, workshops,
demonstration sites and trials. I
provide small-scale funding and
in-kind support for events that
engage farmers, but COVID has
limited that aspect of my role in
recent months.

Hi! I’m Sam Shannon,
the Regional Agriculture
Landcare Facilitator
(RALF) for West
Gippsland.
Funded through the Australian
Government’s National
Landcare Program, my role is
about supporting groups and
networks to deliver activities
that raise awareness and
knowledge of sustainable
agriculture practices.
I work closely with the
five Landcare Networks in
our region to support the
LEONGATHA STAR TRAILS

In addition to my RALF role I
also work 2 days a week in a
Regional Landcare support
role, sitting on the employment
steering committees for Yarram
Yarram, South Gippsland and
Latrobe Catchment Landcare
Networks, administering the
Victorian Landcare Grants
program in West Gippsland, and
assisting Kathleen Brack with
other regional Landcare support
work as required.

You may be able to hear
from my accent that I’m
from across the ditch.
I grew up on a sheep and beef
farm on the North Island of New
Zealand (insert your favourite
inappropriate kiwi sheep joke
here…). I would love to own

some land one day, but for now
I’m content to have the privilege
of supporting farmers in the
work that I do. And yes, after
living in Australia for 8 years I
still barrack for the All Blacks,
although my wife and kids are
Wallabies supporters, despite all
my efforts.

My wife Lisa and I enjoy an
adventure. After meeting in
London, travelling through
Europe and South America,
living in NZ for 6 years, with a
12-month stint in China in the
middle, we decided we should
try living in her home country of
Australia.

After completing a Bachelor of
Science at Lincoln University,
I landed a job as a Sustainable
Land Management Officer with
the Canterbury Regional Council
in NZ. This started my path into
the world of Natural Resource
Management (and becoming
institutionalised as a public
servant
).

After a short-term role as a
Landcare Facilitator in Wagga
Wagga, I got a role as a Regional
Landcare Facilitator with the
West Gippsland CMA in 2013.

😉

And we’re still here.
We moved here as a couple
and now we’re a family of four,
with Thomas at school and
Evelyn starting school next year.
We moved from Traralgon to
Leongatha a couple of years
ago, where we’ve brought a
block of land. Unfortunately, its
not quite big enough to begin
my career as a farmer, but we’re
looking forward to building
a house here and staying put
to raise our family. Although
we are considering travelling
around Australia in a caravan
while the kids are still young…
And as requested, here are some
examples of my photography. It
is a much loved hobby that now
takes the back burner to my
young family! ■
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TALL TREES IN BINGINWARRI

Your local contacts within the Yarram Yarram Landcare Network
BINGINWARRI LANDCARE GROUP

HEDLEY/NINE MILE CREEK LG

Contact: Craig Moore
Phone: 0437 357 121
Email:
craigmdirect@gmail.com

Contact: Barbara Waterman
Phone: 0419 373 371

Contact: Maree Avery
Phone: 0421 222 242
Email:
maree@skymesh.com.au

WOODSIDE LANDCARE GROUP

MERRIMAN CREEK LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: Nicki Jennings
Phone: 0429 464 212
Email:
woodsidelandcare@gmail.com

Contact: Melissa Ainsworth
Phone: 5146 8328
Email:
mel.ainsworth@me.com

WONYIP LANDCARE GROUP

WON WRON DEVON NORTH LG

ALBERT RIVER LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: John Kosta
Phone: 5681 6286
Email:
john.kosta@activ8.net.au

Email:

barbara@setc.net.au

YARRAM URBAN LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: Peter Hill
Phone: N/A
Email:
hilly52@gmail.com
MADALYA LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: Yarram Yarram Landcare Network Contact: Gus Hughes
Phone: 5185 1333
Phone: 0467 000 935
Email:
angushughes1@outlook.com
Email:
yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au

Big thanks to HVP for their generous sponsorship of this magazine.

2 Livingston Rd
T: 1300 094 262
Yarram
E: yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au
Vic 3971
W: www.yarramlandcare.org
			 www.jarrproject.org
			 www.yylnreveg.org
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