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Preface 

This report outlines the activities carried out by the Yarram Yarram Landcare Network, its staff and member groups 

over the financial year from July 1
st

 2009 to June 30
th

 2010, and presents a summary of the financial status of the 

Network as at June 30
th

 2010 and accompanying Auditor’s Report. 
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Executive Summary 

The challenges of an ever changing funding regime have wreaked havoc on community based, environmental and 

natural resource management work across all Australia.  We at YYLN have quite literally been spared the “Funder’s 

Axe” as we have in our backyard some of the last remaining intact examples of Victorian fauna and flora, this makes 

our area a “Federal Government Hot-Spot” and a cause for investment (something the locals have known for many 

years). 

As such, it has been a tumultuous yet highly successful 12 months for the Network.  In one hand we have struggled to 

keep pace with the number of projects we have to deliver and support the community while doing so without 

adequate staffing levels to support either; and in the other, delivered outstanding results and developed some really 

innovative and progressive projects. 

Highlights for the year include the launch of the JARR Project’s Biodiversity Blueprint; the launch of the Mullundung to 

the Coast Local Area Plan; being able to keep the Gippsland Plains Drought Tolerant Pastures Demonstration Project 

running into this, its 2
nd

 year; 250 Ha of Blackberry suppression around the Binginwarri – Wonyip area; a massive 

rabbit suppression effort and coastal rehabilitation project at Woodside Beach; control of weeds and rabbits over 

800kms of roadsides; delivering on the Victorian Gorse Taskforce’s requirements by removing 400 hectares of Gorse 

from the region; getting on top of Boneseed at Port Albert; Binginwarri Landcare Group’s reformation and our local 

Landcare heroes making us all proud at the State and National levels. 

I would like to take this opportunity to sincerely thank the Network Board for their guidance and “can do” positive 

attitude towards the challenges faced in the last 12 months, to the community for being so willing to undertake some 

serious strategic planning and major on ground works despite poor conditions and a dire lack of funding; Beth Mellick 

and the Board of the Norman Wettenhall Foundation for standing by the Network and showing patience in the 

delivery phases of the projects; the staff and board of the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority for their 

incredible dedication to good environmental management in a rapidly changing environment; Allirra Harrold, our 

Finance Officer at the WGCMA who is perhaps the most patient and understanding person in the world; the amazing 

Heather Cahill at the Wellington Shire, who by her determined lonesome, has provided the Network with the 

opportunity to transform the roadsides of our district into weed & rabbit free zones; Phil McGarry at the WGCMA who 

has a passion for Landcare that cannot be adequately described and works extremely hard behind the scenes to keep 

it healthy and well funded; and last but certainly not least, the staff here at YYLN: Samantha Monks and Bronwyn 

Johnson who have really gone outside their job roles, put in some ridiculously long hours, and delivered outstanding 

results against enormous pressure, it is difficult indeed to imagine a better team here at YYLN and we hope it will 

remain so into the future.   

There are many people who have contributed to the Network’s success over the past 12 months; we thank you 

sincerely for your efforts and look forward to many more successful years of great environmental outcomes. 

Yours in Landcare 

 

Paul Martin 

Network Coordinator 
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Chair’s Report 

“Life is mainly froth & bubble  

Two things stand like stone-  

Kindness in another's troubles.  

Courage in your own.”   

            Adam Lindsay Gordon 

As this year, my sixth year, as chairman closes, perhaps it’s appropriate to reflect on more than just the past twelve 

months.      

The 2008 annual report began --- When stepping into the Network Chair’s position 4 years ago, I wasn’t too sure if I 

was going to be overseeing the demise of YYCN, as it was then termed.  We were experiencing the loss of members, 

constant staff turnover, and not receiving any major funding, and in the region we were seen as the “weakest” of the 

Landcare Networks.  It was definitely a grey period for Landcare in our region However, it’s a privilege to report that 

this has been one of, if not, the strongest year in recent history for our now Yarram Yarram Landcare Network,    

As you know much has changed since the 2008 report and skies are grey again, though not just for our region… for all 
Landcare across the nation.   
 
It seems to be a component of the Landcare culture that funding will be a perennial issue.  My tenure has been a bit of 

a roller coaster in that respect.  Beginning at a low point, reaching some incredible highs, and unfortunately returning 

to the funding struggles over the last two years.   It had been my sincere hope that by demonstrating positive 

outcomes the funding would follow.  Sadly I have to admit that I was wrong in this assessment.   

The Yarram Yarram Landcare Network (YYLN) has shown positive outcomes with active and far reaching projects.  We 

have secured new funding sources with the Norman Wettenhall Foundation as an active partner.  We are an example 

of positive Landscape change programs, working in partnerships and achieving our community/environmental goals.   

However our continued dependence on government will mean that politics & election promises will continue to 

impact upon Landcare’s success.   

In considering this past year, YYLN has moved into a new era taking on the additional program components that will 
prove our outcomes on a longer term basis.  We need to continue to prove our value.  Some of those changes include 
the bird monitoring project as part of JARR and sea grass monitoring in Corner Inlet.   Landcare and YYLN specifically, 
do continue to play a pivotal role in our landscape and our community. The Mullundung to the Coast project is a fine 
example of this. 
 
Our partnerships are strong, working with government at all levels, with other environmental groups such as 
Coastcare and community groups.  YYLN has established itself as a Landcare network that works with its community, 
in identifying needs, sourcing funding and achieving outcomes for the environment through the coordination of on-
going projects.   Our partners, such as Wellington Shire, recognise this and seek us out as the doer who will “make it 
happen”.  Special thanks to Heather Cahill for supporting us in these areas.   
 
We continue to see the ebb and flow of participation by Landcare groups with the re-emergence of the Binginwarri 

Landcare Group and the demise of the Madalya Landcare Group.   About 6 years ago, we instituted the concept of 

sub-groups in order to keep groups “alive” during their “ebb” with the hopes that they would one day “flow” again.  
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Bingi Landcare Group is any example of how that decision has worked well.  Thank you to those members who have 

re-vitalised a group that never died.   

 

In February 2010 our annual BBQ became an opportunity to listen and learn directly from our Landcare members.   20 

members gathered to discuss what was happening in their groups and how within the scope of our staffing levels 

could YYLN “serve” them more effectively.  Some of the recommendations included more regular contact between the 

board and the community and a more regular newsletter which have been we are currently working on.   

Overall, YYLN has sustained itself and that in itself is an accomplishment in time when many other Landcare networks 

have lost their staff and suffered loss of projects funding.   

The main reason for our continued success is our staff…And as you’ve heard me say numerous times over the years, 

they are the glue that holds us all together.   With Paul Martin as our YYLN Coordinator, Samantha Monks 

coordinating a number of changing & challenging projects and Bronwyn Johnson continuing to maintain our 

Seedbank, we have more than survived and we have continued to thrive.  They deserved our most appreciative thanks 

for living day-to-day with the uncertainty of employment and an ever-changing world that we call Landcare.  They 

have kept us going and we can’t thank them enough!!!   

Whilst we have many special partners, there are two special partners that deserve a final mention from me.    First are 

the Norm Wettenhall Foundation and Beth Mellick.  I met Beth at their first Landscape Forum Seminar, Castlemaine in 

October of 2007 after dropping Cathy at Tullamarine for her “annual” US visit.  Beth and I had a short conversation 

and from that a special partnership has developed & grown.     

The WGCMA, with its CEO Geoff Hocking, must receive a thank you.  I have at times been cautious of the WGCMA and 

our relationship as many of you are aware.  However, Geoff has continued to lead the WGCMA, showing respect and 

ongoing support for Landcare and the Landcare process of community engagement. When ever I have knocked on 

Geoff’s door, seeking support or funding ... he never knocked the requests back. 

As outgoing Chairman, I have an important responsibility to also thank the YYLN Board members many of whom have 

served with me for the entire 6 years.  They have remained committed to YYLN, its projects and its continued survival 

through their gift of time and energy, Vice Chair – Brian Nichols, Secretary – Werner Lange, Treasurer – Damian 

Moore, and General members – Helga Binder, David McAninly, and Bob Wenger who have each taken on various tasks 

and committee chairmanships through the year.  Thank you to all. 

As my parting act, maybe a final gift, I want to share an idea with you and putting it in writing here in this report may 

be the first step on a new journey.   I firmly believe that if Landcare is to survive over the politics and whims of the 

Day, there is a need for a Landcare Act to ensure its ongoing support and funding. Landcare is more that just a few 

projects for the environment   It is the community and as such needs all of our support, including who ever is the 

government of the day.  Maybe in my retirement I will work to get a bill introduced into Federal Parliament that calls 

for the creation of such an Act.   

It has been my pleasure and privilege to serve as the YYLN chair for the past six years ... another person YYLN needs to 

a special thank is Cathy ... without Cathy’s continual support & pushing me, my term may have been quite 

barren……………………. 

Yours in Landcare 

Leon Trembath  

Chair 
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Treasurer’s report 

YYLN have enjoyed a reasonably affluent year with no shortage of project based investment coming into the Network.  

All projects have tracked to budget with little to no margin existing over most project lines.  This is a result of robust 

and concise pre-project planning and tight budgeting.  

Overall there seems to be plenty of money out there for the YYLN operating area, especially in consideration of Corner 

Inlet and its RAMSAR values and the Mullundung to the Coast proposal, unfortunately not a lot of the potential 

investment available has room for staff employment. The WGCMA have been instrumental in continuing to utilise 

YYLN as a service provider and have, through YYLN, delivered a couple of medium scale projects in the 2009-10 

financial year which have greatly assisted us in staff retention. 

With regard to the Network’s income and expenditure, the table below details overall profit and loss for the Network 

from July 2009 through to June 2010.  The majority of these funds have come into the Network via our major projects 

such as Blackberry Suppression $68,290.90; Coastal Saltmarsh Protection $40,909; Gippsland Plains Drought Tolerant 

Pastures Demonstration $80,000 and Wellington Shire Fire Affected Roads: $22,727.27. 

For a complete breakdown please see Attachment 1, pp 18: YYLN Financial Report  

YYLN Overall Profit & Loss July 2009 through June 2010 

Income $349,989.90 

Expenses $347,845.94 

Margin $2,143.96 

 

 

Network Overview 

The Yarram Yarram Landcare Network (YYLN) has 341 member families in eleven Landcare Groups. Its members 
manage land from the top of the high rainfall, high fertility Strzelecki Ranges, across the South Gippsland Plains and 
down to the coast, covering approximately 118,000 ha. Its catchment area includes the 9 Mile Creek, Jack, Albert and 
Tarra Rivers, Bruthen and Merriman Creeks and Jack Smith Lake. The major land use industries in the region are dairy, 
beef, high-grade wool sheep, prime lambs and forestry. 
 
YYLN initially formed in 1995 as a sub-committee, comprising representatives from six Landcare Groups in the region 
and the Catchment and Land Management section of the Department of Conservation and Natural Resources. The 
Group was formed to encourage a coordinated approach to land management issues in the region and to promote the 
aims and projects of Landcare.  
 
Today the Yarram Yarram Landcare Network operates under the structure of a Board and constitution which 
recognises that Landcare ensures the Future by working to coordinate and encourage sustainable land management 
and ecologically sensitive production. The Network provides a forum for discussion and communication between 
member groups, educates land managers in best practices, manages multiple projects and maintains a high profile 
and voice for Landcare and other land managers in the broader community. 
 

 

 



YYLN Annual Report 2009-10        P a g e  | 6 

 

 

Thanks 

The Network Board and Staff would like to acknowledge the following key organisations for their continued support 

over the 2009-10 financial year:  

Caring for our Country; Coastcare / CoastAction; The Department of Primary Industries; The Department of 

Sustainability & Environment; EverGraze; HVP Plantations; The Norman Wettenhall Foundation; Parks Victoria; SP 

Ausnet; VicRoads; The Victorian Gorse Taskforce; The Wellington Shire; The West Gippsland Catchment Management 

Authority and Westpac Bank.  

Thank you to the staff in each of the above organisations who have lent their continued and valuable support over the 

past financial year, without a doubt, YYLN would not have been able to achieve what is has without your support, hard 

work, faith and dedication. We look forward to another successful year and to working with you all again in 2010-11. 

Yours in Landcare, 

The YYLN Board 

Leon Trembath: Chair / GippsLandcare Representative / Regional Landcare Forum Representative 
Brian Nicholls: Vice Chair / GippsLandcare Representative 
Damian Moore: Treasurer 
Werner Lange: Secretary 
Ross Lampre:  General Member / Invasive Plants & Animals Committee Chair 

Bob Wenger: General Member / Employment Steering Committee Chair 

Helga Binder: General Member / Employment Steering Committee 
David McAninly:  General Member / Employment Steering Committee 

 

Left to right: Leon Trembath; David McAninly; Bob Wenger; Werner Lange; Damian Moore; Helga Binder 

Absent: Ross Lampre; Brian Nicholls 
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Landcare Groups Overview 

The Network currently has the following member groups: Wonyip Landcare Group, Won Wron Devon North Landcare 

Group, Binginwarri Landcare Sub Group, Woodside Landcare Group, Carrajung Landcare Group, Merriman Creek 

Landcare Sub Group, Albert River Landcare Group.   

The following groups are either no longer active or have disbanded: Giffard Darriman Landcare Group, Alberton Urban 

Landcare Group, Tarraville Landcare Sub-Group, Madalya Landcare Group, Hedley Landcare Sub-Group.   

It’s worth noting that some members of these groups have sought membership with other neighbouring groups (e.g. 

some members of Giffard Darriman Landcare Group are now members of Woodside Landcare Group) 

The following Groups have lodged reports: 

Albert River Landcare Group 

Albert River LCG continues to meet and plan works.  Group members continue to apply for small grants, plant trees 

along roadsides, remove noxious weeds from their lands and assist the Network in landscape scale planning such as 

the formation of the Biodiversity Blueprint.  Of particular note is the Group’s decision to expend remaining funds as an 

internal devolved grants process to assist members in revegetation and riparian remediation efforts.  Geoff Charman 

is the Group’s new Chairperson and is looking forward to leading the group into the future.  Members of the Group 

recently hosted Johann Scheffer, Labour MP for Eastern Victoria, who was very interested in the state of affairs on the 

ground and farmer’s attitudes towards the government and its programs. 

Wonyip Landcare Group 

Wonyip LCG continue to be one of the Network’s most active groups, getting on ground works done on each others 

properties, hosting Scout Groups, running emergency preparedness workshops around fire prevention and planning, 

music nights, planting trees on roadsides and weed spraying on private property.  Additionally the group was involved 

in planning and putting out the Hairtubes for the Quolls project and will continue to undertake this work. 

Woodside Landcare Group 

One of the oldest groups in Victoria and perhaps the oldest in the Network, Woodside LCG are gearing up for their 21
st

 

birthday this September 18
th

 which promises to be a massive day of celebrations, good food and drink and great 

people!  Woodside LCG continue to be perhaps the most active group in the Network, meeting once a month to share 

stories, plan on ground works and listen to guest speakers.  Many members are currently working with the Network to 

help deliver the Mullundung to the Coast Local Area Plan which involves over 100kg of direct seeding to help reinstate 

habitat into this highly depleted area.  Many members are also part of the Gippsland Plains Drought Tolerant Pastures 

Demonstration which has been a wonderful project to be a part of.  Much work continues on private property to get 

rid of rabbits and foxes which ties in well with the Network’s efforts around Woodside Beach. 

Merriman Creek Landcare Sub-Group 

The group remains very active and has continued to meet throughout the year, with a change in contact people.  

There has been some liaison with Lakes Oil in an attempt to gain funding for the continued remediation of Merriman 

Creek itself, following the Envirofund Biodiversity protection Project.  The group conducted a farm walk to the 

Ainsworth’s property to view their State Victorian Primary Producer’s Sustainable Farming Award.  Merriman Creek 

members have also been extremely active and vigilant in the fight against African Love Grass and have mapped the 

spread of this noxious weed through the area, with a field day pending to raise awareness of this weed and its control 

methods.  The group also has a number of farmers participating in the Network’s Gippsland Plains Drought Tolerant 



YYLN Annual Report 2009-10        P a g e  | 8 

 

 

Pastures Demonstration program which has been hugely successful.  Several members are interested in forming a 

Landcare / Coastcare Group at Seaspray. 

Binginwarri Landcare Sub Group 

Led by Kaye Proudley, Kevin Heggen and Colleen Murphy, the Bingi Landcare Sub-Group has been reformed with new 

headquarters at the Bingi Hall.  The group was instrumental in the formation of the Biodiversity Blueprint and has 

already had some big wins with some great Eco-Tender applications, Blackberry control through the Network and a 

Clean up Australia Day during which members collected several ute loads of rubbish from along Tap Tap Road.  The 

Group looks forward to on ground works aligned to the Blueprint with much work mapped out and ready to go! 

Awards 

Local Landcare Awards 

A wonderful night was held at the Ship Inn last year with a very good attendance.  The following categories and award 

winners were presented on the night. 

 Primary Producer: Justin and Melissa Ainsworth 

 Group Award: Wonyip Landcare Group 

 Young Landcare: Kayla Groombridge 

 Individual: Trevor Colvin 

 Weed Buster: John Kosta 

 Partnership: HVP Plantations 

 Education Award: Yarram Secondary College 

 Rivercare Award: Merriman Creek Landcare Group 

 Sustainable Living Award: Gail Dangel 

The local level awards are recognition by the community, partners and agencies of the tremendous work that our 

Landcare members are achieving.  Of course the awards can only go to a single entity and the contributions that other 

nominees have made are recognised and highly commended. 

State Landcare Awards 

This year the winners of certain categories in our local Landcare Awards were eligible for nomination to the State 

Landcare Awards.  Justin and Melissa Ainsworth, Kayla Groombridge and Trevor Colvin travelled to Melbourne’s 

Government House for the auspicious occasion. 

In a brilliant show of what our local Landcarer’s are capable of, Justin and Melissa brought home the DPI’s Sustainable 

Farming Award and Kayla took out the Young Landcare Leader Award. An absolutely stunning result from our small 

area!   

Arie Bos from South Gippsland Landcare Network took out the Individual Award which was a tremendous result for 

our neighbours. 
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National Landcare Awards 

After winning the State Level Award, Kayla then progressed to the highest level one can achieve for this type of award, 

being nominated for a National Landcare Award.  Kayla and her family travelled up to Canberra’s Parliament house 

were YYLN’s Coordinator, Paul Martin joined them.  The night was really outstanding with some wonderful examples 

from around Australia of local Landcarers doing magnificent things.  Kayla was pipped at the post by some strong 

competition, however she’s still a hero in our eyes and will continue to go on to achieve some great things for the 

environment. 

Seedbank Overview (Bronwyn Johnson) 

It has been a peaceful year in the Yarram Seedbank. Nursery sales have been relatively steady, however direct seeding 

projects have been few and far between. Stellaria Native Vegetation Services has slightly increased sales through 

private landholder projects and is greatly assisting the Seedbank in expanding our knowledge of seed collection costs 

and requirements. 

Early in May, I completed a Habitat Hectares training course. It has greatly expanded my appreciation of what healthy 

remnants can look like and what we can do to improve our revegetation techniques.  

I and other Seedbank committee members have attended a number of Regional Seed Supply Forums held at the 

WGCMA offices in Traralgon. These have been respectful discussions and have succeeded in raising some interesting 

questions. Further committee meetings revolving around these questions has been very constructive and helped to 

clarify the ongoing role of the Seedbank and its future direction. 

I’m in the midst of a full stock-take and stock health assessment and hope to have that completed before the next 

seed collection season begins. This should give us a better idea of successful seed storage techniques that would 

increase the longevity, viability and value of our seed stocks.  

Into the future we are preparing to gear up for the massive amounts of seed that the Mullundung to the Coast project 

will require, this includes training all landholders in the use of the ANZ Burford Direct Seeding Machine, and 

coordinating all available seed collectors to enable YYLN to be able to sort and distribute this seed (~100kg). 

Projects Overview 

YYLN, working in partnership with the Victorian Gorse Taskforce (VGT), has developed the Gippsland Coastal Plains 

Gorse Control Program (GCPGC) to help the community specifically target this noxious weed. This year over 400 

hectares of Gorse has been treated in priority areas from Port Albert through to Seaspray.   

Through this program, participants were eligible to receive funding incentives of 50% towards the cost of physical 

and/or chemical removal of Gorse.  Participants signed an 

agreement to carry out any subsequent spraying or removal of 

Gorse regrowth to avoid reinfestation on treated areas.  Photo-

point monitoring was also conducted by YYLN staff to help gauge 

the effectiveness of on-ground works, while electronic mapping 

was used to help track the reduction of Gorse cover in the 

future.  

(Right:  Neville Summerfield is dwarfed by Gorse) 
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We are hoping this project can be extended for another year to enable the community to continue Gorse control with 

a view to making it easier and less costly to manage in the future.  Expressions of interest are currently being sought 

from the community.  Please contact Yarram Landcare if you have Gorse in your area, or would like assistance or 

advice in Gorse removal. 

Note: Gorse / Furze (Ulex europaeus) is a Weed of National Significance (WoNS), that was first introduced to Australia 

by settlers during the early 1800’s  for hedging and ornamental planting.  Gorse is a dense spiny shrub that can grow 3 

metres high.  It has yellow pea-type flowers and usually flowers in spring and autumn.  Seed pods explode open at 

maturity and a mature bush can produce over 40,000 seeds.  Gorse is a highly flammable plant, capable of invading 

native bushland, pastures and plantations. It can spread along roadsides, waterways and railways.   

Targeting Invasive WoNS in West Gippsland with Community Action is a project funded by the Australian 

Government’s, Caring for Our Country (CfOC) program.  Weeds of National Significance (WoNS) pose a significant 

threat to agricultural production, environmental health and biodiversity.   

(Right: Boneseed) 

This project delivered by the five Landcare Networks across the West 

Gippsland Catchment Management Authority (WGCMA), aims to raise 

community awareness of invasive WoNS and target local infestations using 

best practice techniques and actions. A series of fact sheets have been 

developed for the following WoNS: Serrated Tussock, Chilean Needle Grass, 

Boneseed, Gorse, Salvinia, Alligator Weed and Cabomba.   

Within the YYLN boundaries, this WoNS program has directly contributed 

$10,000 towards Serrated Tussock (ST) control at Seaspray treating 240 Ha, and 

$7,000 for Boneseed removal and control at Port Albert (30Ha). Over 400 

Landcare fact sheets have been distributed to the local community. 

(Left: Serrated Tussock) 

Ongoing control of these weeds is a priority for us and we have treated several 

hectares over the past year. We are planning community barbeques at Seaspray 

and Port Albert to help raise weed awareness later on this year.  Please contact YYLN for further information or advice 

if you have any weed concerns in your area.   

Wellington Shire Council / VicRoads / YYLN Roadside Weeds & Rabbits / Weeds for Trees Program 

Another successful year of cleaning up our roadside weeds and rabbits has been made possible thanks to the support 

of our partnership agencies – Wellington Shire Council (WSC), VicRoads and the Department of Primary Industries 

(DPI). It is a great pleasure to drive around our Network and see the forgotten roadsides of many years, being 

successfully managed against invasive weeds. 

The Invasive Plants and Animals (IPA) program is an important component of YYLN’s  delivery of on-ground works to 

the local community, and the majority of the funding has been secured through our strong links with the above 

mentioned agencies.  

The WSC has once again boosted our roadside program by contributing $35,000 towards weed and rabbit control in 

the 2009-2010 financial year.  VicRoads have contributed  $6,000 to target rabbits and Boxthorn in the Woodside 

area. Part of this treatment was an essential follow up to the 2009 program.  A further $25,000 has been made 

available through the DPI/WSC Fire Affected Roads program, where 45 roads were treated for weeds.   
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This funding has enabled YYLN to employ  local contractors to  treat roadside weeds and rabbits across our Network 

area, covering more than 800kms of roadsides.  A special thanks to our dedicated Landcare members for being part of 

the WSC volunteer roadside weed program.  

Invasive weeds targeted in this year’s program include:  

African Love Grass (Eragrotis curvula), Blackberry (Rubus fruiticosus Spp. Agg.), Blue Periwinkle (Vinca major), 

Boxthorn (Lycium ferocissimum), Boneseed (Chrysanthemoides monilifera), Bridal Creeper (Asparagus asparagoides), 

Broom – Cape/Montpelier (Genista monpessulana), Gorse / Furze  (Ulex europaeus), Ragwort (Senecio jacobaea), 

Spanish Heath (Erica lusitanica), Sweet Briar Rose (Rosa rubiginosa) and Watsonia (Watsonia meriana var. bulbillifera) 

Gippsland Plains Drought Tolerant Pasture Demonstration (GPDTPD) 

Year 1 Report by Lisa Warn (Senior consultant, Mackinnon Project) & Samantha Monks (YYLN) 

YYLN is responsible for the delivery of this three year $270K project, funded through the Federal Government’s 

“Caring for Our Country (CfOC)” program via the Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry (DAFF). YYLN with 

the support of Melbourne University is incorporating EverGraze principles in establishing trials of appropriate 

perennial pasture species and management practices suited to drought conditions. 

Sixteen producers are involved in the project, each sowing 10Ha of perennial pastures for every year of the project.  

The majority of pastures are being sown by the direct drilling method and monitored using the EverGraze system.  

Properties are located around Woodside, Darriman, Seaspray and Stratford and have mainly light sandy clay loams.  

Average annual rainfall is 600mm but the district has experienced drought conditions for past 3-4 years.  

Training and education is provided through a series of field days and regular workshops focusing on pasture 

monitoring and grazing management techniques.  Most importantly, the project provides the farming community 

opportunities for discussion, learning and peer support. 

Despite another very difficult year with a very late/ non-existent autumn break and poor spring rains, 15 of the 16 

producers went ahead and sowed their paddocks and had moderate – good results. It was really touch and go all year 

whether they could sow paddocks, as low and patchy autumn rains meant weed control could not be achieved until 

mid-late winter for many.  

Due to light soils, no stored subsoil moisture and risk of poor spring rains, the recommended cut-off for sowing 

pastures was mid August. A couple of the late sown paddocks had good germinations but young plants suffered when 

hit with the mid November heat wave.  Two of these paddocks were inspected in mid February and fortunately still 

have adequate plants/m2 surviving to become productive pastures. 

Total annual rainfall for 2009 was only 377 mm as recorded at nearby Sale. The monthly rainfall for 2009 at Sale is 

summarised in Figure 1.  
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Figure 1. Monthly rainfall recorded at Sale, East Gippsland (B.O.M.) 

Year 1 Paddock Results 

A summary of what pasture mix each producer sowed and the establishment results is shown in Table 1. To assess 

how well pastures established, plant counts were taken in from within the 9 permanent quadrants in each paddock in 

October 2009.  The full range of pasture monitoring activities will start in March 2010. All producers have set up their 

9 permanent quadrants in their Control and Innovation paddocks. Overall, establishment results were very good 

despite such harsh seasonal conditions.  

Table 1.  Summary of pasture mixes sown and establishment results. 

Producer Location Preparation/ 

Sowing method 

Time of Sowing Pasture mix in Innovation 

paddock 

Pasture establishment 

Plants/m
2
 

1 Darriman Direct drill late July Flecha fescue & sub clover Fescue: 106/m
2
 

2 Darriman Direct drill mid August Flecha fescue & sub clover Fescue: 134/m
2
 

3 Stradbroke Direct drill late May AusVic perennial ryegrass & 

sub 

PRG:  52/m
2
 

4 Stradbroke cultivation early May AusVic perennial ryegrass, 

Yarck cocksfoot & sub 

PRG:  61/m
2
 

Cocksfoot:11/m
2
 

5 Seaspray cultivation mid June Quantum fescue, & sub, 

balansa, strawberry clovers 

Fescue: 52/m
2
 

6 Woodside Direct drill May AusVic perennial ryegrass, 

Yarck cocksfoot & sub 

PRG:  27/m
2
 

Cocksfoot:28/m
2
 

7 Woodside Direct drill early Sept Holdfast phalaris, Flecha 

fescue & sub 

Phalaris:  20/m
2
 

Fescue:   47/m
2
 

8 Woodside Direct drill mid July Flecha fescue, Yarck  
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cocksfoot & sub 

9 Woodside cultivation early May Flecha fescue, Yarck 

cocksfoot, Stamina lucerne 

& sub 

Cocksfoot:  22/m
2
 

Fescue:       0/m
2 

Lucerne:     13/m
2
 

10 Woodside cultivation early May Flecha fescue, Yarck 

cocksfoot, Stamina GT6 

lucerne & sub 

Cocksfoot:  22/m
2 

Fescue:       0/m
2 

Lucerne:     15/m
2
 

11 Woodside Direct drill late July Quantum fescue, & sub, 

balansa, strawberry clovers 

Fescue: 83/m
2
 

12 Woodside Direct drill early Sept Yarck cocksfoot & Stamina 

GT6 lucerne  

Cocksfoot:  22/m
2
 

Lucerne:     33/m
2
 

13 Woodside Direct drill July Vic perennial ryegrass, 

Flecha fescue & sub 

PRG:  15/m
2
 

Fescue:18/m
2
 

14 Woodside Direct drill early May Yarck cocksfoot, Flecha 

fescue & sub 

Cocksfoot:  22/m
2
 

Fescue:       25/m
2
 

15 Woodside Direct drill early Sept Flecha fescue & Stamina GT6 

lucerne 

Fescue:       81/m
2 

Lucerne:     28/m
2
 

16 Woodside Direct drill Not 

sprayed/sown 

Kikuyu - 

 

 

(Left: Gavin Missen, Woodside – 15/10/09 – Pasture 

direct drilled in mid July to Flecha fescue, cocksfoot and 

PRG) 
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(Right: Charles Meckiff, Darriman – 14/10/09 – Pasture 

direct drilled in mid August to Flecha fescue) 

 

(Left: Persistent Pastures Field Day at Warrigal Creek - 

15/10/09, farm host Libby Balderstone – Flecha fescue 

direct drilled in late July) 

 

Woodside Beach Rehabilitation Project 

$35,000 was awarded to YYLN to rehabilitate the dunes 

of Woodside Beach.  To date we have planted over 

2,000 native species, with another 3,000 to put in this 

year; run a comprehensive rabbit suppression program 

resulting in around a 95% reduction in numbers, and 

initiated a week long soft jaw fox trapping exercise that 

resulted in the demise of 4 foxes and 3 cats.   

The project has seen the installation of chain and board 

on all beach access tracks, while 2 new viewing 

platforms are currently being constructed by Yarram 

Secondary College and will be installed in Spring 2010.   

(Left and below: Westpac volunteers getting stuck into 

it!) 

Signage will be installed at a later date.  Our sincere thanks to Alan 

Austin, Joe Green and all the team members of the Westpac Bank 

who have been instrumental in getting this project moving on the 

ground, the on ground component of this project would have been 

impossible without their assistance.  Our appreciation goes to Nick 

Kuch from Yarram Secondary College for his willingness to, at the 

last minute, take on board the building and installation of the 

viewing platforms.  Also a round of applause must go to the Blokes 

and Banter Group who has helped out considerably on the project 

site, cutting and drilling timber, and levelling the chain and board 

sites, it’s back breaking work and we thank you very much for 

helping out. 
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Caring for our Country Blackberry Suppression Project 

$65,000 in on ground works investment 
was delivered by YYLN between January 
and April 2010.  

(Left: post treatment works on Webb 
Property - Wonyip) 

255.92ha of actual treatment area was 
achieved within the lower Billy 
Creek/Golden Creeks, the upper Albert 
River and the upper Little Albert River, with 
a small amount of periphery work occurring 
on the upper Jack and middle Albert Rivers. 

Alignment was sought between  high 
priority areas of warm temperate rainforest 
areas highlighted as having high 
connectivity through DSE’s Native 

Vegetation Importance and Connectivity layer and JARR Project’s Blueprint (essentially a willingness layer that 
illustrates where landholders want to place on-ground works).  This work also targeted difficult to reach social areas 
that are rated as being in poor condition on the Index of Stream Condition.   

Herbicide treatment was principally used on the majority of sites with Grazon Extra and Brush Off utilised in all 
instances.  Surfactants were added to the herbicide to increase its effectiveness.  Organic treatment methods (manual 
treatment of infestations prior to stock inclusion) were utilised on one site. 

YYLN have produced a full Photopoint monitoring and Biomass evaluation report for this project.  Please see staff for a 
copy. 

Caring for our Country Coastal Saltmarsh Protection Project 

$45,000 was spent in the protection of key Coastal Saltmarsh areas between Manns Beach and Reeves Beach. The 

investment was targeted to several properties to enhance connectivity and increase habitat for species such as the 

Orange Bellied Parrot which is sometimes sighted in this area.  The project has also engaged Conservation Volunteers 

Australia to remove Boxthorn from adjoining Parks Victoria land which has the potential to spread into the fenced off 

Saltmarsh areas. 

JARR Project incorporating the Biodiversity Blueprint 

The JARR Project is now completely run by the 

community with Helga Binder (pictured at right 

with Beth Mellick, EO for the NWF) from 

Wonyip Landcare Group taking the helm and 

steering the ship towards the launch of the 

Biodiversity Blueprint at the Alberton West 

Recreation reserve in fine style on the 1
st

 of 

April.   

The day was very well attended, and we 

enjoyed presentations from David McAninly, 

Beth Mellick, Leon Trembath and Paul Martin.   

The Biodiversity Blueprint essentially provides 

YYLN with a “Willingness” layer, it contains 
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future works that Landholders in the catchment want to do – a powerful tool when matched with appropriate 

investment. The NWF must be thanked sincerely for their input on the project and the patience showed in waiting for 

deliverables to be achieved! 

Next on the agenda for the JARR Committee is to produce a JARR / Biodiversity Blueprint webpage that incorporates 

the Spatial Vision Interactive Mapping Program, allowing anyone to add data to the map – this could include sightings 

of Powerful Owls, a section of river that they have fenced off, or an event that the local Landcare Group is running.  

The committee will also be producing 2 x glossy brochures that detail the JARR Project, the Biodiversity Blueprint and 

the most commonly encountered fauna and flora in the JARR Catchment. 

Tarra Trail Rail Trail 

The Tarra Trail Walking / Cycle Track extends from Yarram to Alberton and has been the brainchild of members of the 

Friends of the Tarra Trail committee for a very long time.  In late 2009, consensus was reached on the status of the 

Trail and what was to happen.  Wellington Shire Council 

received a grant to harden the trail and install appropriate 

signage, road crossings and some gates for Landholders.   

(Left: A very cold community planting day on 1
st

 August 2010) 

YYLN received a grant from SP Ausnet via Landcare Australia 

for $11,000 to revegetate the trail; this was bumped up by 

investment from the Shire’s original grant to $19,000 ($8,000 

from WSC).  YYLN spent considerable time in planning the 

method of attack and planting plan, including the control of 

heavy Gorse infestations, Boxthorn, Briar Rose and Bathurst Burr.  

(Right: Students from Yarram Secondary College planting on the 

Tarra Trail) 

Roughly 7,000 plants of the Gippsland Plains Grassland and 

Swamp Scrub ecological vegetation classes are being planted 

back into the trail by members of the local community 

(particularly Apex and Rotary) and all the local schools. 

DSE’s Biodiversity Team, via Susan Taylor, have contributed 

$2,000 to the revegetation efforts to secure rare and threatened 

species for inclusion into the planting program in the winter of 2011. 

Lower Tarra River Rehabilitation 

Our State Victorian Young Landcare Leader and National Young 

Landcare Leader of the year nominee, Kayla Groombridge, has been 

trying to make things happen in her local patch - the lower Tarra 

River.  Kayla held a revegetation day to help remediate a 

significantly degraded section of river, previously utilised as a 

camping and dumping ground by visiting anglers.  Funding was 

sourced through Bruce Atkin at Coastcare/CoastAction and 150 

locally indigenous species were planted back into the site on the 

15
th

 August.   

(Above: Kayla spot spraying in readiness for the planting on the 15
th

 August 2010) 



YYLN Annual Report 2009-10        P a g e  | 17 

 

 

Kayla hopes to continue her great works with a fishing platform and further remediation works in another highly 

degraded site further up the river. 

World Wildlife Fund – TSN Highways for Quolls 

The WWF / Wonyip Highways for Quolls Project was funded to $33,440 which has 

enabled the group to reinstate roughly 10 hectares of damp forest EVC in the 

headwaters of the Little Albert River as a biodiversity corridor.  The group has also 

undertaken Hairtube monitoring to have a look at what animals are currently using the 

corridor, the results of which are shown below. (Left: Paul Martin, Helga Binder and 

Fiona Capon setting Hairtubes) The project has been a wonderful success in the sense of 

revegetating a core section of riparian forest, galvanising the local community into action 

and enabling a productive partnership between Landcare and HVP Plantations.  Into the 

future, the project will capture data via infra red cameras and Hairtubes, the results of 

which will be posted onto www.yyln.org.au  

Table 1: Hairtube Results for Wonyip Highways for Quolls Winter 2009 

No Site Result Comments 

1 Spittle 01 Dog - possible 1 hair - not guard hair 

2 SP03 Vegetable matter - insect   

3 SP04 red neck wallaby - probable I hair 

4 SP07 insect yarn   

5 SP08 red neck wallaby - probable I hair 

6 SP09 Brushtail possum - probable No guard hairs 

7 SP10 insect   

8 SP05 antechinus spp   

9 SP06 house mouse   

10 2TT 006 insect, veg matter   

11 W1 insect, veg matter   

12 W2 insect   

13 W3 insect, veg matter   

14 W4 insect, veg matter   

15 W5 antechinus spp, human   

16 W6 antechinus spp   

17 W7 insect   

18 W8 antechinus spp   

19 W9 bush rat - probable No guard hairs 

20 W10 insect   

21 2TT 03 antechinus spp   

22 2TT 01 antechinus spp   

23 2TT 02 antechinus spp   

24 1TT 09 insect   

25 1TT 04 antechinus spp   

26 1TT 01 fox - possible 1 hair degraded 

27 1TT 08 insect, veg matter   

28 1TT 02 house mouse   

29 1TT 03 bush rat 
 

 

http://www.yyln.org.au/
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Attachment 1: Financial Report 

 

YYLN Financial  Forecast Period:   FULL FINANCIAL YEAR 2009 - 2010 

                  

    
  

Forecast 2009-2010 Actual 2009-2010 

Class Project Opening Balance Income Expenses Income Expenses % of Budget Spent Actual Project Balance 

Seedbank J 001Seedbank 
 $                     
302.73  

 $          
7,000.00  

 $        
13,500.00  17,785.24 18,733.53 

139% 
-$                                  
645.56  

         

Better Catchments 
Better Farming 

J 010 Better Catchments Better 
Farming 05 

 $                
10,920.29  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    
4,437.94 

#DIV/0! 
 $                                
6,482.35  

         

Pest Plants & 
Animals 

J 018 WONS Boneseed  $                             -        
 $          

7,000.00  
 $          

5,000.00  
  

 $                                
2,000.00  

J 019 WONS Serrated Tussock  $                             -        
 $        

10,000.00  
 $          

4,800.01  
  

 $                                
5,199.99  

J 020 PP&A - State / CMA 
-$                  
1,360.68  

 $                     -     $                     -    
 $          

6,311.35  
 $          

1,814.72  
#DIV/0! 

 $                                
3,135.95  

 
J 021 Shire Roadside Weeds & Rabbits 

 $                
13,385.96  

 $        
10,000.00  

 $        
20,000.00  

 $        
35,000.00  31,743.41 

159% 
 $                              
16,642.55  

 
J 022 Won Wron Forest Project  $                             -     $                     -     $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    #DIV/0!  $                                          -    

 
J 023 Weeds 4 Trees  $                             -     $                     -     $                     -    

 $             
200.00  

 $             
200.00  

#DIV/0!  $                                          -    

 

J 024 PPA Equipment 
-$                     
319.94  

 $          
7,500.00  

 $          
6,000.00  

 $          
1,397.16  

 $          
7,701.44  

128% 
-$                               
6,624.22  

 

J 025 Weeds & Rabbits VIC ROADS 
-$                  
1,419.96  

 $          
2,000.00  

 $          
2,000.00  

 $          
7,272.72  

 $          
6,745.00  

337% 
-$                                  
892.24  

 

J 026 Boxthorn Project 3008 
 $                
30,579.34  

 $                     -    
 $        

30,000.00  
 $          

3,500.00  17,426.64 
58% 

 $                              
16,652.70  

 

J 027 GCPGCP Gorse  $                             -        
 $        

18,064.00  4,330.00 
  

 $                              
13,734.00  
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J 028 WSC Fire Affected Roads 2010  $                             -        
 $        

22,727.27  17,080.45 
  

 $                                
5,646.82  

 

        

YYLN  J 040 Administration 
 $                  
6,193.11  

 $          
5,000.00  

 $          
5,000.00  

 $          
5,285.77  10,559.46 

211% 
 $                                   
919.42  

  J 041 Bi-Annual Awards and Dinner 
-$                  
1,225.64  

 $                     -     $                     -    
 $          

1,237.05  141.00 
#DIV/0! 

-$                                  
129.59  

  J 042 YYLN Field Days  $                             -    
 $          

1,000.00  
 $          

1,000.00  
 $                     -     $                     -    0%  $                                          -    

  J 043 YYLN Car Expenses  $                             -    
 $          

6,000.00  
 $          

6,000.00  
 $                     -    

 $          
1,832.15  

31% 
-$                               
1,832.15  

  J 044 Sponsorship 
-$                     
300.83  

 $             
500.00  

 $             
500.00  

 $          
1,000.00  

 $          
2,237.05  

447% 
-$                               
1,537.88  

  J 045 Term Deposit 
 $                
10,000.00  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    #DIV/0! 
 $                              
10,000.00  

  
J 046 2007 Small Equipment Grant 

 $                     
611.75  

 $             
165.32  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    #DIV/0! 
 $                                   
611.75  

  
J 047 Network Membership 

 $                     
172.73  

 $             
200.00  

 $             
200.00  

 $               
36.36  

 $                     -    0% 
 $                                   
209.09  

 

        

Young Landcare J 031 St. Mary's Fund 
 $                     
181.82  

 $                     -    
 $             

181.82  
 $                     -    

 $             
182.00  

100% 
-$                                      
0.18  

  
J 050 Young Landcare  $                             -    

 $               
14.07  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    #DIV/0!  $                                          -    

 

        

Landcare Groups J 060 Binginwarri Subgroup 
 $                  
1,219.67  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    #DIV/0! 
 $                                
1,219.67  

 
J 070 Tarraville Subgroup 

 $                  
1,825.23  

 $               
20.00  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    #DIV/0! 
 $                                
1,825.23  

 
J 080 Giffard Darriman Subgroup 

 $                  
1,337.44  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    #DIV/0! 
 $                                
1,337.44  

 
J 090 Albert River SubGroup 

 $                         
9.09  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    #DIV/0! 
 $                                       
9.09  

 
J 095 Merriman Creek Subgroup 

 $                     
963.64  

 $             
150.00  

 $             
150.00  

 $             
327.27  

 $             
109.09  

73% 
 $                                
1,181.82  

 
J 110 Hedley Subgroup 

 $                     
268.17  

 $             
200.00  

 $                     -     $                     -    
 $               

65.45  
#DIV/0! 

 $                                   
202.72  
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GRANTS J 105 Wonyip LCG - WWF Project 
 $                  
6,876.81  

 $          
3,344.00  

 $        
20,000.00  3,040.00 

 $          
7,243.00  

36% 
 $                                
2,673.81  

 
J 120 NGL Salinity Project 

 $                
10,914.97  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    
 $          

2,451.13  
#DIV/0! 

 $                                
8,463.84  

 
J 125 Merriman Creek Envirofund 

 $                     
788.63  

 $                     -     $                     -     $                     -    
 $             

788.63  
#DIV/0!  $                                          -    

 
J 126 JARR Biodiversity Blueprint 

 $                
33,158.78  

 $                     -    
 $        

10,000.00  
 $                     -    

 $          
3,469.79  

35% 
 $                              
29,688.99  

 
J 127 Gippsland Plains DTPD - CFOC 

 $                
63,891.87  

 $        
80,000.00  

 $      
190,000.00  

 $        
80,243.09  

 $        
84,924.67  

45% 
 $                              
59,210.29  

 
J 129 Woodside Beach - CFOC 

 $                
35,388.84  

 $                     -    
 $        

35,000.00  
 $                     -    

 $        
20,307.68  

58% 
 $                              
15,081.16  

 
J 130 CFOC/WATER Blackberry  $                             -        

 $        
68,290.90  

 $        
63,428.55  

  
 $                                
4,862.35  

 
J 131 CFOC/WATER Coastal 
Saltmarsh 

 $                             -        
 $        

40,909.10  
 $        

14,976.27  
  

 $                              
25,932.83  

 
J 132 Tarra River - Groombridge  $                             -        

 $             
636.36  

 $             
415.00  

  
 $                                   
221.36  

 
J 133 Tarra Trail  $                             -        

 $        
19,727.27  

 $        
14,700.88  

  
 $                                
5,026.39  

         

 
TOTALS 

 $              
224,363.82  

 $      
123,093.39  

 $      
339,531.82  

 $      
349,990.91  

 $      
347,844.94  

102% 
 $                            
220,733.82  
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Attachment 2a: Auditor’s Report – General Accounts 
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Attachment 2b: Auditor’s Report – Caring for our Country Accounts 

 


