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AGM Report
Friday October 25th 
marked the network’s 
2019 annual general 
meeting , which was held 
at the ‘Ship Inn’, on the 
outskirts of Yarram.

It was wonderful to see a 
large crowd attend from all 
our groups and independent 
members.  Thank you to those 
who took the time to welcome 
our new members into our 
Landcare community.  It is often 
difficult to get around to speak 
with everyone in their groups 
so an event like the AGM is an 
excellent opportunity to catch 
up with those from other areas.

As per usual our MC, Trevor 
Colvin, did a fine job of keeping 
the order of proceedings 
happening in a timely fashion.  

After the Chairs’ welcome it 
was great to watch a video 
that Scott and Jason had put 
together, highlighting some 
of the networks achievements 
over the past twelve months.  
Scott explained the current 
status of our exciting seagrass 
project, which is seeing 
increasing support from all over 
Australia.  This project is the 
largest volunteer led sea grass 
restoration project in the world!  

Not too many Landcare 
networks’ deliver projects on 
the ground and out in the sea!

Helga, our network Chair, 
explained that the Board 
requires the support of its 
members in order for the Board 
to support the membership.  
She also encouraged members 
to consider joining the 
board and thanked all the 
current board members for 
the additional work that has 

By Melissa Ainsworth

been undertaken to ensure 
that the network gets the 
best information and support 
possible.  

Helga also thanked Cathy 
Trembath who unfortunately 
was unable to attend the 
meeting.  We thank Cathy for 
her twelve months work, post 
retiring from the board, in 
staying on the Employment 
Steering Committee.  It was 
great to have the continuity of 
her support on the Committee 
especially during the staff 
transition.  We appreciate 
Cathy’s expertise and support to 
the network and wish her well 
into the future.

In the absence of our brilliant 
Treasurer, John McClumpha, 
former Treasurer, David 
MacAulay, explained the 
networks current financial 
position.  David highlighted 
that the presented revenue 
figures need to take into 
account that some of the 
funds are earmarked for 
project expenditure over a 
two-year period. David also 
recommended that we pursue 

future funding for climate 
adaptation projects.

Our enthusiastic guest speaker 
and Wonyip LCG member, Nick 
Clemann was excellent!  

Nick’s presentation was all 
about species extinction and he 
had us all enthralled - and a little 
alarmed - at the current rate of 
extinction and the lack of action 
by Government.  

It is heartening to see a 
passionate and dedicated 
scientist in such an important, 
yet under-rated field of study.

If you wish to see the 
information Nick was telling us 
about head to this link: http://
www.yarramlandcare.org/
uploads/8/9/0/2/8902756/
extinction__conservation_
papers_nick_clemann.pdf

We thank the ‘Ship Inn’ staff 
for their hospitality and for 
the excellent nibbles and 
meals.  Thank you to everyone 
who made the evening such 
an enjoyable night. We look 
forward to seeing you all next 
year.    ■

NICK CLEMANN, PASSIONATE GUEST SPEAKER, 
ON HIS WONYIP PROPERTY WITH PARTNER PHOEBE BURNS
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By Scott Elliott

It has been twelve months 
since I started in the 
role as Coordinator of 
the Yarram Yarram 
Landcare Network 
and what an exciting 
period it has been. I am 
particularly proud of our 
joint achievements during 
this time and would like 
to extend my thanks to 
everyone who has assisted 
Jason and I, as we worked 
hard to settle in to our 
roles and then get on 
with the job of delivering 
projects.

Speaking of which, we have 
made the most of favourable 
conditions during winter and 
early spring to plant around 
10,000 trees at properties in 
Carrajung, Darriman, Wonyip 
and Binginwarri. Recent top-up 

rains during October provide 
cause for optimism that many 
of these trees will see it through 
summer after a particularly dry 
spell last year.

Summer will also mark an 
important milestone in our 
Broadleaf Seagrass restoration 
project as we trial new methods 
and collaborate with new 
partners on Corner Inlet.  

As the days become hotter, it 
brings into focus the ongoing 
impact of drought across our 
network. To that end, we will 
continue to work with our 
partners, including Wellington 
Shire Council and Agriculture 
Victoria, to provide guidance 
and support for members doing 
it tough. Stay tuned to Network 
Notes, our YYLN Facebook 
page and the Yarram Standard 
for upcoming events or grant 
opportunities.

Over the next 12 months, YYLN 
will seek to adapt our approach 
to tree planting and project 
timing to address the challenges 
posed by climate change: such 

as hotter, drier summers. We will 
also explore the opportunities 
presented by carbon trading, 
particularly at a farm level for 
individual tree planting projects 
and the ‘blue carbon’ potential 
of our coastal projects. 

This edition of Yarram Yarram 
Landcare News showcases some 
of the recent achievements 
of our groups and the 
network as a whole. We also 
celebrate our counterparts 
in West Gippsland following 
their success at the Victorian 
Landcare Awards, including 
Belinda Brennan for her fantastic 
work with Australian Landcare 
International.

As we look towards 2020, we 
do so with a clear vision for the 
future and the assurance of 
several new funding streams 
recently announced in our 
favour, including the Victorian 
Landcare Grants. 

I truly believe that the 
projects delivered by YYLN 
are world-class, affording us 
the opportunity to influence 

land managers beyond the 
boundaries of our network. 
Our achievements on-ground 
continue to motivate me on a 
daily basis and I look forward to 
sharing this journey together.

Keep fighting the good fight.    
■

YARR A M YARR A M LANDC ARE NET WORK
From the Office

Continued drought 
assistance

YYLN Board Secretary, Melissa 
Ainsworth, presents a $1000 
cheque to Larayne Ambrosini 
from St. Vincent de Paul Society 
outside the Stradbroke Hall.

Surplus monies from the fund 
raising to host a community fun 
day for drought affected farmers 
earlier in the year were donated.

Larayne and her team will use 
this money to continue to 
supply food hampers to drought 
affected farmers within our 
network area.    ■

Our Cover Photograph

The dolphin on the front cover 
was photographed at the mouth 
of the Nine Mile Creek very 
recently by Landcare member 
Maree Avery. Maree said it was 
close to shore frolicking and 
feeding on the seagrass beds 
and was one of a larger pod.

Dolphins are a sign of a healthy 
ecosystem and proof that all 
the time and effort we have put 
into the JARR project has been 
worthwhile and further good 
reason for us to continue to 
regenerate the damaged Corner 
Inlet seagrass meadows.   ■

MELISSA AND LARAYNE
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By Trevor Colvin and Melissa Ainsworth

YARR A M YARR A M LANDC ARE NET WORK
Heart Morass

There were many good 
reasons why our ancestors 
back in the late 1800’s 
decided to make  a 
permanent entrance to 
the great string of lakes 
from Lakes Entrance in 
the east to Sale in the 
west, an eighty kilometre 
stretch of freshwater 
wonderland with 
economic significance, 
separated from Bass 
Strait by a narrow coastal 
dune we call the Ninety 
Mile Beach. 

Entrances were 
impermanent. 
The Bass Strait currents would 
continuously wash the sand 
onto the dunes and seal the 
natural entrances. 

Then the water level of the lakes 
would gradually rise to a height 
that the pressure would  break 
through the dunes and the 
water wash into sea, making 
fresh openings again. 

The  cycle would repeat 
itself over and over. These 
impermanent entrances were 
hazardous and a lot of shipping 
was lost. In 1889 a permanent 
entrance was made at Lakes 
Entrance. 

Little did they know that they 
were interfering with a delicate 
ecosystem and by allowing the 
sea into the lakes permanently 
the freshwater lakes would 
become saltier. This salty water 

An unlikely alliance is saving a major wetland in Sale
washed onto wetlands and 
with natural evaporation the 
wetlands became more saline. 

This process also repeated itself 
and if there was no serious 
flooding into the system to 
wash some of the salt back to 
sea, the wetlands degraded. 

Added to that, wetlands were 
considered waste lands by 
farmers – and the government 
of the day even provided 
tax breaks for farmers who 
reclaimed wetlands.  So, 
wetlands across the state were 
drained and farmed. 

The Gippsland Lakes are 
Australia’s largest navigable 
inland waterway and 
include three main water 
bodies; Lake Wellington, 
Lake Victoria and Lake King, 
each fed by significant 
inland rivers.  
Although commonly called The 
Gippsland Lakes, the complex is 
really a group of coastal lagoons 
and large areas of shallow 
water.  Together, the lakes have 
a shoreline that total 320 km 
long and drain a catchment that 
covers about one-tenth of the 
area of Victoria.  

The wetlands associated with 
Lake Wellington cover an area of 
12,510 hectares (excluding Lake 
Wellington itself ) and represents 
about 75% of the wetlands in 
the greater Lake Wellington 
catchment.  Of this, 7310 
hectares are on crown land.

In 2003 the Lake Wellington 
wetland reserves saw a 
significant four-year research 
and development project 
undertaken by Victoria 
University and Monash 
University.  The project studied 
the ecology and management 
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Heart Morass

PICTURES TELL A THOUSAND WORDS:  THE PHOTOS ACCOMPANYING THIS ARTICLE SHOW STUNNING RESULTS ACHIEVED BY THIS WORK
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Heart Morass

on the wetlands that fringe 
Lake Wellington.  This followed 
an earlier project that studied 
the management of water 
regimes in these high value 
wetlands.   The results of these 
significant projects have shaped 
the current management of 
the Lake Wellington wetlands 
system.

One particular former wetland 
suffered badly due to draining 
and subsequent farming for 
nearly a century. 

A further major setback 
occurred in the last thirty years 
with heavier salt loads coming 
into the lakes combining with 
the millennium drought, when 
fresh flows down the Latrobe 
River all but ceased. Every year 
the tidal influence of the lakes 

would cover 60 to 70% of the 
land, then summer would dry it 
out leaving salt pans in which 
nothing could grow. In 2006 the 
area was almost entirely dead.

With the support of Parks 
Victoria, land manager for 
the Lake Wellington wetland 
reserves and Field & Game 
Australia (Sale branch) saw 
an opportunity to purchase a 
parcel of degraded farmland 
and return it to it’s former 
function as a wetland.  The 
land is located between the 
Sale Common on the South 
Gippsland Highway near Sale, 
and The Heart Morass, both on 
the north side of the Latrobe 
River. 

Help was sought by convincing 
the Government of the day to 

introduce a gaming licence 
which went into a statutory fund 
from which some threatened 
wetlands could be purchased.  

In 2006 Gary Howard from 
Field and Game Australia (Sale 
branch) became the champion 
of the project setting about 
buying the land and restoring it. 
Forming an alliance with Parks 
Victoria, the West Gippsland 
Catchment Management 
Authority and the Hugh 
Williamson Trust, they have 
been rehabilitating this site, 
which adopted the name of the 
adjoining wetland to its east, 
The Heart Morass.

Matt Bowler from the WGCMA 
has been involved in the project 
for over a decade and is thrilled 
with what has been achieved. 

Thousands of hours of work 
have been put into the project 
by Field and Game volunteers, 
Landcare members, other 
volunteers, WGCMA and lots  of 
young people. 

Bug Blitz has been a huge 
success at the site and some 
field days attract three 
hundred plus people! 

A substantial part of the 
Gippsland Lakes is recognised 
under the Ramsar Convention 
as being of international 
significance for its wetlands 
and their large water bird 
populations.  Listed in 1982 it 
covers an area of just under 
59,000 hectares and the 
largest single component in the 
Ramsar site is Lake Wellington 
and its wetlands.
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Gary Howard says one of the 
first rules of hunting is to 
protect the species you hunt 
and that includes the habitat 
and that is what they have done.   
“Of course we hunt, “ he said, 
“for ten weeks of the year and 
the other forty two weeks we 
are rebuilding the morass. There 
are thousands of other birds and 
wildlife which get a free ride”. 

The Trust has set up levees at 
the outlet end of the morass 
and when the WGCMA allow an 
environmental flow, these levies 
are closed off to flood the site, 
then opened at the right time 
to drain out salt. It is an ongoing 
process of rejuvenation. Gary 
Howard is uncertain if it will ever 
return to what it was naturally 
but is delighted that it has major 
expanses of water and wildlife 
and plant life abounds. It is now 
a flourishing 3000 acre wetland 
wonder. 

The group has thirteen water 
testing sites around the morass 
and water quality is tested 
once a month with equipment 

Heart Morass

supplied by the WGCMA 
to make sure all aspects of 
rejuvenation are on track. 

The public has access to all of 
the Lake Wellington wetland 
reserves.  Should you wish 
to visit the new addition of 

The Heart Morass, you can 
enter near the historic swing 
bridge between Longford and 
Sale. “It is a community asset, 
says Gary Howard and visitors 
are welcome; provided they 
respect it”. 

You may cycle around it if you 
wish (about 16 kms) or there are 
plenty of walking tracks through 
the Sale Common into the 
morass.  Vehicles are allowed in 
only with permission.     ■
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...continued on next page

For centuries, salicylic 
acid from the humble 
willow has cured 
pain and fever. Even 
Hypocrates - the father of 
medicine - referred to its 
amazing healing powers 
way back in 400 BC. 
But the willow also has 
the power to cause pain 
for a lot of landholders 
and conservationists and 
has done so all across 
Australia for fifty years or 
more.

Ken Cody and Debra Vickers 
picture-book property at 
Binginwarri has a 1.3 kilometre 
frontage to Golden Creek and it 
was infested with willow, but in 
a $50,000 Binginwarri Landcare 
Group project, the creek was 
completely cleaned and fenced 
in September.

“I wasn’t one hundred percent 
behind it at first” said Ken, 
“because I have a foot in 
the Peter Andrews* camp 
which says willows are not as 
damaging as many believe, but 
it was certainly important to 
keep our cattle out of the creek. 
They do physical damage and 
their manure and urine pollute 
the water system. So, we were 
keen to help improve the quality 
of water flows into Corner 

Question: What both causes and cures headaches?
Inlet and this project has done 
that, with total willow removal, 
fencing both sides and the 
planting of thousands of trees.”

The Binginwarri Landcare Group 
secured funding to remove all 
the willows on this property 
and to fence it on both sides 
and then plant 6,000 trees with 
further plantings to follow. A 
major planting day had to be 
deferred because of heavy 
rainfall but a further round of 
tree planting is earmarked for 
winter 2020. YYLN’s Scott Elliott 
and Jason Pickering were in 
the thick of it along with the 
WGCMA who are always keen 
to support improvements to 
waterways. Keeping stock out 
of waterways leads to major 
improvement of flows into 

Corner Inlet and is at the heart 
of the Jack and Albert River 
Restoration Project.

Ken and Deb bought the 
property four years ago when 
they fell in love with the home, 
the land and the views. “And the 
neighbours are terrific” said Deb, 
which clinched the decision.

Living is good for them with 
Deb working in the Yarram 
Library and Ken working for 
Wellington Council. Apart from 
being busy with work they 
have also built a B&B and are 
doing well with that. “The B&B is 
occupied most weekends, ” said 
Deb. “ People come from the 
city for the peace and quiet and 
stunning beauty of Binginwarri 
and all the tourist attractions 
nearby.”

 ‘HORSEY’ RACES ACROSS LUSH PADDOCKS TO SAY HI TO KEN AND DEB - HIS SAVIOURS.
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...continued from previous page

Deb was born and raised in 
Nathalia in Northern Victoria 
which is cropping and dairy 
country before moving to 
Melbourne for thirty years 
where she worked in the library 
at Melbourne University for a 
long time.

Ken was raised on a dairy farm 
in Bacchus Marsh, so both 
Ken and Deb have a country 
background and readily adapted 
to life in Bingi. In fact Ken had 
an eighty acre property near 
Warrigal before they both chose 
to make Binginwarri home.

By any standards the one-
hundred acre property is very 
attractive. 

A federation style home sits 
atop the hill up the long 
driveway and behind the house 
the property slopes down to 
the winding Golden Creek, now 
completely willow free. A Chain 
of Ponds is a focal point of the 
western paddock and Ken and 
Deb are keen to protect that 
from stock and preserve it for 
the future.

“We gave up quite a bit of land 
for the riparian works along 
the creek” said Ken, “but it was 
worth it. Within a short time the 
thousands of trees will provide 
a real green belt habitat and 
protection for the waterways.”

They now breed angus beef, 
from a Limousin bull over 
Candadian Angus and currently 
have seventy. Ken said he wants 
to cut that back to forty for true 
sustainability. 

“We don’t use any chemicals on 
the property and no drenches 
either because the drenches 
go through the animals and kill 
off the dung beetles. I reckon 
drenches are the next horror to 
be exposed, just like glyphosate 

has been. With the right balance 
of animals to pasture the weeds 
almost take care of themselves 
and all weeds bring some trace 
elements to the surface to 
enrich and improve the soil”.

Ken and Deb are members of 
the Binginwarri Landcare Group 
and are pleased the group 
appears to be going through a 

reformation and reinvigoration.

We are leaning on a corner rail 
and finishing our chat when 
a ten year old stallion came 
trotting up the paddock to meet 
us. 

“That’s ‘Horsey’ said Deb. “He 
was a rescue horse and when 
we first got him he was all 





 

skeleton with skin missing from 
his back. It has taken time and 
good feeding but he is back in 
great shape. He has never been 
broken and remains unridden 
but he is a big hit with the bed 
and breakfast guests and great 
for a photo opportunity.”    ■

(* Peter Andrews OAM. Natural 
Sequence Farming)

GOLDEN CREEK BINGINWARRI WILLOW REMOVAL - 1.3 K OF WILLOW-CHOKED CREEK CLEANED IN JULY 2019
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Every two years the State 
and Territory Landcare 
Awards are held around 
Australia. Winners of 
the Victorian Landcare 
Awards were announced 
on Friday 30 August at 
Victoria’s Government 
House, with a crowd 
of approximately 600 
invitees from all over the 
state.

The Awards are held to 
acknowledge the success and 
achievements of community 
Landcarers, groups, networks 
and organisations who have 
been working to protect and 
restore our environment 
and improve agricultural 
productivity.

In 2019, 73 nominations were 
received from across Victoria 
in the 15 award categories. 

The winners of the 9 National 
award categories will go on to 
represent the State at the 2020 
National Awards.

Belinda Brennan, from the 
WGCMA received the Heather 
Mitchell memorial Fellowship 
Award sponsored by the VFF 
and Landcare Victoria Inc. 
Belinda’s Landcare journey 
has seen her active at local, 
regional, State, National and 
now internationally.  Belinda 
has been part of local Landcare 
communities for 30 years in 
both Western Australia and 
Victoria.  She is now in the 
top bracket of WGCMA as 
‘Partnerships and Engagement 
Team Leader’.  

In 2011 Belinda won the 
Australian Government 
Landcare Facilitator award, 
especially for her work on 
raising awareness about the 
habitat needs of Koalas in the 
Strzelecki Ranges. 

Belinda is off to Uganda again 

in November, where she will 
present a paper on Landcare 
Victoria.

Tony Gardner, currently the 
‘Partnerships and Engagement 
Program Co-ordinator’ for the 
WGCMA, was awarded the Dr 
Sidney Plowman Travel and 
Study Award. 

Tony has lived and breathed 
sustainable agriculture.  His 
career has included building 
community gardens in 
Central America and teaching 
conservation and land 
management.  He has also 
spent 4 years with the South 
Gippsland Landcare Network 
working with farmers on 
sustainable farming projects.

Bass Coast Landcare Network 
received the Landcare Network 
Award. The network was formed 
in 2003 and has grown into a 
strong and creative network 
that drives innovation.  

Over the past 10 years BCLN 
and its member groups have 

planted more than 2 million 
indigenous trees, been vigilant 
in ongoing weed control and 
have protected thousands of 
hectares of remnant vegetation. 
Executive Officer and Landcare 
Facilitator, David Bateman, 
believes that communication 
and planning have been the 
cornerstones of the networks 
success. They are an excellent 
example of what can be 
achieved by a landcare network.

Gippsland Intrepid Landcare 
were awarded the Young 
Landcare Leadership Award 
sponsored by Austcover. 

Gippsland Intrepid Landcare is 
inspiring the next generation of 
Landcare leaders attracting over 
300 volunteers.  

Nearly all members had no 
experience with Landcare prior 
to joining over the past two 
years.  They have now planted 
more than ten thousand trees, 
removed marine debris off 
Phillip Island, removed Sea 

YARR A M YARR A M LANDC ARE NET WORK
Landcare Awards

By David McAninly

GIPPSLAND INTREPID LANDCARE WIN THE AUSTCOVER YOUNG LANDCARE LEADERSHIP AWARD TONY GARDNER
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Spurge and Dolichos Pea 
Vine from the Sandy Point 
dune system, just to mention 
a few their activities and 
achievements.

Kathleen Brack, ‘Regional 
Landcare Program Officer’ for 
WGCMA was recognised in 
October 2018 at the National 
Landcare Awards in Brisbane.  

Kathleen has changed the way 
the Landcare story is being 
told in the region.  She has 
created new messages and 
through her “Talk to the Hands” 
Podcast using new social media 
approaches.  Kathleen was also 
instrumental in the formation of 
the Gippsland Intrepid Landcare 
Group, which today has over 60 
young members.

Recognition was also made to 
quite a few of the members 
of our own network for 
their 30 years of Landcare 
involvement. 

These members include 
David MacAulay and David 
McAninly, both inaugural 
members of Albert River LCG 

and Peter and Norma Garlick, 
and the late Eddie Brand 
and wife Pat, founders of the 
Merriman Creek LCG.    ■

Congratulations 
to all of the award 
winners.

...continued from previous page

YARR A M YARR A M LANDC ARE NET WORK
Landcare Awards

BELINDA BRENNAN RECEIVES THE HEATHER MITCHELL MEMORIAL FELLOWSHIP AWARD

Save The date In light of our current seagrass project 
and the many saltmarsh projects we have 
undertaken, our next annual BBQ will be 
held on the high seas (or less high inlets). 

We will be sailing on Wynne Hobson’s yacht, 
Nooramunga, on either the second or third 
weekend in March. 

The final day will be chosen based on the 
weather. Further details including when, 
where and how much will come in an invite 
which YYLN members will receive closer to 
the date.

This is a heads up to all our members to save 
those dates as there are only 50 berths and 
they will be handed out on a first come, first 
served basis.    ■
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By our Landcare groups

YARR A M YARR A M LANDC ARE NET WORK
Around the Traps

Yarram 
Urban
Yarram Urban Landcare group 
was established with the 
intention of furthering the 
aims of Landcare by identifying 
urban projects.   Over the past 
five years the group has assisted 
with tree planting on the Tarra 
Trail, run Bug Blitz activities for 
local schools, and assisted YYLN 
plantings at Port Albert both 
at the yacht club and in Rutter 
Park.

One of our continuing projects 
has been the cleaning up and 
rejuvenation of the Bicentennial 
Gardens behind the 
Nightingale residences, under a 
Memorandum of Understanding 
with the Nightingale Trust.

Unfortunately our membership 
numbers have dropped 
significantly during the past two 
years, to the point where there 
are now only five households 
still financial members so we 
are keen to welcome anyone 
interested in joining us.  
Attempts to encourage greater 
community involvement with 
the Bicentennial Gardens and to 
increase our membership have 
been made with little success.

This year we became involved 
with Parks Week. Our activity 
was advertised on the shire’s 
posters and website although 
the website is believed to have 
indicated the wrong location, 
pointing to the Memorial 
Gardens at the other end of 
town. Glenda had designed 
and printed off more posters 
and distributed them to various 
businesses in Yarram. She also 
collected Landcare materials, 
brochures and stickers from 
the YYLN office.  Sally-Ann 
prepared sheets for a scavenger 
hunt for children, looking for 
particular items, a feather, 
largest leaf, etc.  We provided 
an afternoon tea of sandwiches 
and cakes. We made use of 
Landcare banners from YYLN to 
attract people into the gardens. 
Sally-Ann even pedalled to the 
Memorial Gardens to spruik 
our activity.  Unfortunately, we 
failed to attract any community 
members, so in the absence 
of a crowd we spent an hour 
weeding, line trimming and 
mulch spreading around the 
surviving plants.

A greater success was achieved 
with our planting activities in 
August as we planted about 30 

shrubs and trees rescued from 
the Landcare office in December 
2018. As more than 70% of the 
plants were already dead, not 
a great deal of hope was held 
for them, but after re-potting 
and regular watering during 
summer and autumn about 30 
were rescued at no cost to the 
group.  The plants were sorted 
into species and grouping them 
together we planted across the 
gardens just in time for some 
welcome rain.

A great deal of social interaction 
and chat usually accompanies 
our monthly swap of surplus 
home grown vegetables and 
seedlings before settling down 
to discussion on our meeting 

agendas and continuing 
the work of maintaining the 
gardens.

We have purchased two sets of 
picnic tables and benches from 
the Yarram Men’s Shed and we 
are currently working on placing 
them securely in the gardens. A 
fingerboard sign pointing to a 
picnic area, 150 metres into the 
site, will be put on the existing 
sign post on Commercial Rd to 
encourage greater community 
use of the gardens. 

We have as a group continued 
to assist other Landcare groups 
with riparian revegetation and 
shelterbelt planting although 
our depleted numbers have 
limited these contributions.

Our members have also made 
efforts to reduce the impact 
of the introduced pest ‘Indian 
Mynahs’ on small native birds 
and small marsupials in the 
Yarram area.

At our October 25 meeting 
we contributed $500 towards 
Landcare International following 
a presentation from Belinda 
Brennan to the YYLN annual 
barbecue earlier this year.    ■

Prospective members can email 
us on yarramurban@gmail.com 
or contact the YYLN office.

GLENDA AND SALLY-ANN
SPREADING THE GOOD MULCH

WELCOMING PROSPECTIVE NEW MEMBERS

PRESENTING OUR CHEQUE FOR INTERNATIONAL LANDCARE
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Around the Traps
Albert River
Albert River Landcare group 
have had a couple of working 
bees at the Hiawatha Reserve 
cleaning up and weeding the 
area.  We are meeting with the 
Wellington Shire to progress 
planned improvements for the 
reserve. 

We are also working with 
VicRoads for some more 
proposed works at the Albert 
River Reserve at Alberton.     ■

Wonyip
Members of the Wonyip 
LCG joined with the Agnes 
River group from the South 
Gippsland Landcare Network in 
a collaborative effort to launch 
the Agnes River Gorge project.   

Both groups share this 40 
kilometre square catchment, 
which starts high in the hills 
on the south side of the Grand 
Ridge Road.  

We were joined by school 
children from Toora 
Primary School and Foster 
Secondary school to turn the 
first sod in revegetating 4 km 
of steep river gorge below 

the Agnes Falls. We were also 
supported on the day by the 
WGCMA and Greening Australia.

It was extremely rewarding to 
hear that the Toora Primary 
school have started a Junior 
Landcare group following the 
launch and have expressed 
interest in helping with the 
gorge project in the future. 

It has been a very wet, cold and 
windy winter here in the hills 
and the gales have brought 
down many large trees.  An 
unconfirmed report is that 
woolly sheep were blown off 
Mt.Best landing in Wonyip, 
bouncing once and then 
running away!   John Kosta has 

made friends with an orphan 
lamb Hugo. 

Despite the bad weather there 
have been some fruit trees go 
in and permaculture gardens 
started.  

A wasp nest was located and 
fumigated and we are on the 
lookout for others.  

Plenty of spring lambs running 
around the hills. 

Member Charles Logonda has 
embarked on running 100 
free range hens with a view 
to supply fresh eggs to a café 
restaurant run by his son in 
central Melbourne. Charles 
is also interested in growing 
fresh salad greens and other 
vegetables to also supply the 
outlet.    ■

Merriman 
Creek
The discussion topic at the 
recent Merriman Creek group 
meeting was regenerative 
agriculture.  Jen Ribolli and 
Ruth and David Read from 
“Woodcote” near Munro spoke 
to our group about their 
farming system.  They have 
adopted a new focus on pasture 
management by including a 
wide variety of grasses and 
legumes in their coverage.  Their 
aim is to retain the moisture 
in their soils by preventing 
overgrazing and to help in 
building soil nutrients and to 
increase soil biology.

With the effects of the drought 
affecting the incomes of our 
farming membership, the group 
unanimously decided to waive 
subs for existing members for 
the 2019/2020 financial year.

Earlier in the year the group 
contacted the Wellington Shire 
to suggest changes to their 
silage wrap recycling program.  
The group felt that the costs, 
drop off locations and the 
time frame for the recycling 
program was preventing many 
farmers from participating.  The 
group was delighted to receive 
confirmation from the Shire 
that this years program will be 
offered free of charge, with an 
additional two drop off sites 
added and the program will run 
for a longer duration.

Our group has been concerned 
about the spread of African 
Love-grass, particularly on 
the South Gippsland Highway 
between Longford and Yarram.  
We were happy to receive 
notification that VicRoads 
acknowledges the spread and 
that they will engage a spraying 
contractor to treat the affected 
areas.

With the increase in rabbit 
numbers occurring across the 
district, one of our members 
involved with the release 
of the RHDV1 K5 virus will 
recommence sampling of rabbit 
carcasses.

Several members attended the 
network’s perennial pasture 
trials assessment day at two 
sites in Woodside last month.  
With different soils in our district 
to those in Woodside, different 
pasture species have been used.  
It was interesting to see how 
our sites compared to other 
sites and under different grazing 
methods.

 Our Christmas barbecue 
meeting will be held on 
November 17 at 6.30pm in 
Seaspray.  All welcome.  Please 
contact Melissa on 51468 328 
for further details.    ■

JOHN KOSTA WITH LITTLE HUGO

PROTECTING FRUIT TREES IN THE HILLS OF WONYIP
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By our Landcare groups

Woodside
The Woodside Landcare Group 
celebrated its 30th birthday 
this year. The group was formed 
at a public meeting in the 
Woodside Hall on Wednesday 
6th September 1989. 

Frankie MacLennan was 
instrumental in the formation 
of the group and was its first 
secretary. 

Fergus Irving was the 
foundation president.  

Thirty years later our group is 
still strong and we marked the 
occasion with a celebratory 
supper after our August 
meeting. We also plan to end 
the year and celebrate our 
30th with a cruise on the boat 
Nooramunga in November.

Woodside Landcare members 
have received funding through 
the Victorian Landcare Grants 
Program for the Jack Smith 
Lake Restoration Project to the 
value of $20,000. Fencing and 
revegetation activities will take 
place at five member properties 
in the vicinity of Jack Smith 
Lake.

Permaculture enthusiast Bob 
Tatnell spoke at our August 

meeting and entertained 
the group by beginning with 
singing a touching rendition of 
“What a Wonderful World”.  Bob 
spoke of the philosophy behind 
permaculture and illustrated 
this with anecdotes and sayings 
such as ‘You do not have too 
many snails on your lettuce; you 
do not have enough ducks’.

In September many of our 
members attended another 
Agriculture Victoria Drought 
Information Session at the 
Giffard West Hall. 

The Woodside / Giffard areas 
have received slightly better 
rain over winter but there is still 
little sub soil moisture. Trent 
Anderson took participants on 
a pasture tour of the family’s 
Giffard West property which 
demonstrated good pasture 
recovery since the extreme dry 
of last summer. 

WOODSIDE LANDCARE MEMBERS CELEBRATE
 THE GROUP’S 30TH BIRTHDAY

WOODSIDE LANDCARE MEMBERS ATTEND DROUGHT 
INFORMATION SESSION AT GIFFARD WEST HALL

At our October meeting we 
had three rangers from Parks 
Victoria as guest speakers, Paula 
Dower, Luke Marcius and Jessica 
Fraser. Paula gave an excellent 
PowerPoint presentation on 
the role of Parks Victoria in 
managing Crown owned parks 
and reserves in Gippsland. Paula 
and Jessica are based in Sale 
and Luke in Loch Sport. Parks 
rangers work hard with limited 
staffing and resources to cover 
a wide area and many reserves. 
In recent years major fires have 
created extra demands on staff 
over summer. This year the fire 
in Holey Plains burnt a majority 
of the park and consumed staff 
time.

Parks Victoria manages 
Jack Smith Lake for habitat 
protection and vegetation 
reinstatement but litter and 
damage by four wheel drives are 

major problems. Parks no longer 
do management plans for 
specific reserves like Jack Smith 
Lake but do broader Landscape 
Conservation Management 
Plans. Priorities for Jack Smith 
Lake include cultural protection, 
the pelican rookery, pest plants 
and animals, water hydrology 
and appropriate water regimes. 

A three year Good Neighbour 
fox baiting program has just 
begun. Jack Smith Lake is on 
the National Estate and is a rare 
coastal area of remnant coastal 
grassland with zoological 
significance. It has JAMBA and 
CAMBA listing for migratory 
birds. Jack Smith Lake is no 
longer managed from the Foster 
Office. It is managed from Sale. 
Several Woodside Landcare 
members have boundaries with 
Jack Smith Lake and the Coastal 
Reserve.     ■

WOODSIDE LANDCARE MEMBERS WITH PARKS VICTORIA RANGERS PAULA, JESSICA AND LUKE
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By Helga Binder

The notion of making 
money out of carbon 
farming has been 
around since the Carbon 
Farming Initiative (CFI) 
commenced operation in 
Australia in 2011 but it 
is only in recent times that 
more and more effort is 
going into figuring out 
how carbon farming 
could effectively be used 
to reduce greenhouse 
gas emissions in any 
meaningful way before 
2030.

Carbon farming is about 
any activity that reduces 
greenhouse gas emissions – be 
it by modifying our agricultural 
practices or alternatively 
trapping carbon dioxide in the 
landscape. 

A beautiful example of the latter 
was recently reported in the 
Landcare Australia magazine 
and related to a farmer in WA 
employing the dung beetle to 
sequester carbon in (see the 
Australian Landcare magazine, 
Landlink October 2019 for the 
full story).

Another noteworthy example 
is the development of an 
innovative new approach to 

carbon trading being developed 
by the Totally Renewable Phillip 
Island group as part of their 
campaign to achieve a totally 
renewable and zero emissions 
community by 2030. The 
Totally Renewable Phillip Island 
facebook page gives more 
information about this.

For our purposes, however, I 
don’t want to talk about carbon 
farming on land. I want to talk 
about blue carbon. That is the 
carbon that we could sequester 
or farm from our most recent 
network venture – seagrass bed 
renewal in Nooramunga/Corner 
Inlet.

In 2016 the Australian 
government announced the 
inclusion of seagrass in its 
National Inventory report to 
the UN Framework Convention 
on Climate Change. It joined 
mangroves and saltmarshes as 
being a key vegetation class for 
storing carbon.  

According to CSIRO marine 
ecologist, Mat Vanderklift, 
blue carbon has a far greater 
capacity than land-based 
carbon. As he explains in an 
article by Bianca Nodgrady 
on the push for blue carbon 
https://www.frdc.com.au/Media-
Publications/FISH/FISH-Vol-27-1/
The-push-for-blue-carbon, in a 
typical land-based scenario, the 
availability of oxygen speeds up 
the decomposition of organic 
matter. Some of the carbon 

is sequestered in the soil and 
some is taken up by trees and 
plants, but much of it soon 
returns to the atmosphere.

In contrast, the soil of 
mangroves, saltmarshes and 
seagrasses exist in a low-
oxygen, wet, salty environment. 
Decomposition is much slower, 
and the carbon is locked into 
the sediment at far greater rates 
and for a far longer period of 
time than alternative green 
carbon. 

According to the ABC news 
in March 2018  blue carbon 
ecosystems store carbon 
40 times faster than forests. 
https://www.abc.net.au/news/
science/2018-03-26/blue-carbon-
mangroves-seagrass-fight-
climate-change/9564096

This throws a whole new 
perspective on the battle to 
make a difference to climate 
change. Imagine if we could not 
only save our fishing industry by 
replenishing the disappearing 
sea-grass meadows, but we 
could also assist in ameliorating 
our massive carbon emissions 
by creating long-term carbon 
sinks?

The YYLN area is home to 
extensive mangrove, salt 
marsh and seagrass meadows. 
In Australia, these blue carbon 
sinks absorb 20 million tonnes 
of carbon dioxide each year 
(about 4 million cars worth). 

Scientists have predicted 
that by restoring about 10% 
of Australia’s blue carbon 
ecosystems we would generate 
US$11 million in carbon credits 
annually.

The really wonderful thing 
about our seagrass work is that 
it ties in so well with the land-
based projects we have been 
doing in the JARR catchment 
area – the evidence of which 
can be seen on the front cover 
of this magazine. The dolphins 
have returned to the mouth 
of the Nine Mile Creek in part 
due to the quality of the water 
coming out of it. Quality that 
has been the focus of landcare 
attentions through the JARR 
project since 2009.

All of the saltmarsh work 
undertaken by our members 
over the years also factors in 
to the blue carbon equation. I 
wonder how many thousands of 
years of carbon sink have been 
created there?

If you would like to learn more 
about carbon farming in general 
or blue carbon in particular, 
there are some links  below to 
help guide you on your journey. 

If you come up with any 
bright ideas on how we could 
take advantage of this new 
information to assist us in 
raising money to invest back 
into our projects then I urge you 
to contact Scott Elliott with your 
ideas.    ■

https://carbonfarmingknowledge.com.au/carbon-farming-important/
https://bluecarbonpartnership.org/blue-carbon/what-is-blue-carbon/
http://statements.qld.gov.au/Statement/2019/7/24/blue-carbon-partnership-an-australian-first
http://theconversation.com/australias-hidden-opportunity-to-cut-carbon-emissions-and-make-money-in-the-process-124095



16

by Scott Elliott and Jason Pickering

YARR A M YARR A M LANDC ARE NET WORK
Project Updates

Broadleaf Seagrass 
project

The Corner Inlet Broadleaf 
Seagrass Restoration Project 
continues to gather steam as 
YYLN prepares for the busy 
summer planting season. 

With the assistance of our new 
academic contingent from the 
University of Western Australia, 
we have refined our techniques 
and timing based on their input 
and lessons learnt from last 
year. UWA’s Dr John Statton is 
currently engaged on Broadleaf 
Seagrass restoration projects 
in Port Stephens, NSW and 
Shark Bay Western Australia. His 
team also comprises geospatial 
information expert Renae 
Hovey and the godfather of 
seagrass restoration globally, 
Professor Gary Kendrick. Their 
expertise in nurturing Posidonia 
australis seedlings means that 
this year we will grow them 
in aquaculture tanks for a 
maximum of one week, rather 
than 3 weeks, before they are 
broadcast into custom-made 
sandbag planting areas in 
Corner Inlet. 

The deployment sites were 
chosen based on fieldwork 
undertaken by University of 
Melbourne marine biologist 
Dr John Ford, accompanied 
by John Statton and Jason 
Pickering during early 
September. In spite of the cold 
conditions in the water, the 
team was able to assess around 
ten sites located in Corner 
Inlet for restoration suitability. 
Importantly, these sites were 
shortlisted based on feedback 
from the 19 commercial fishers 
that ply their trade on Corner 
Inlet taken during a meeting 

back in July. The fishers are 
invaluable partners as they 
contribute knowledge, skills, 
equipment and boats to make 
the project a reality. 

In late November we will 
be welcoming members of 
Gippsland Intrepid Landcare 
to assist us with deploying 
sandbags at the bottom 
of Corner Inlet for future 
restoration around Christmas 
time. We are particularly lucky to 
have the support of this young, 
vibrant group of passionate 
Landcarers and we will be 
hosting Gippsland Intrepid in 
Port Albert over the weekend. 
The event will be documented 
by WildArk, a wilderness 
advocacy organisation that 
specialises in getting heavy-
hitting ambassadors to put 
their time and money behind 
conservation efforts.

During our recent stint of on-
water investigations we also 
had an opportunity to assess 
the survivorship of our previous 
sandbag deployment site. 
While the areas continues to 
be overrun by large swathes of 
Narrowleaf Seagrass (Zostera), 
there are still be around 5% of 
the seedlings deployed south 
of Sunday Island last year.  Our 
main let-down was the with 
the quality of hessian that we 
used in the sandbags during last 
summer. To overcome this we 
will deploy heavy jute sandbags 
into Corner Inlet to ensure they 
do not break down as quickly in 
the salt water. 

As interest grows in our 
Seagrass project, summer 
2019/20 promises to be an 
exciting time for YYLN. The 
project is being delivered in two 
phases. Phase one is funded 

by the Victorian Government 
(DELWP) via a Biodiversity On-
Ground Action Grant. Phase 
Two is funded by the Federal 
Government’s Department 
of Agriculture as part of the 
National Landcare Program’s 
Smart Farms Grants.    ■

Golden Creek 

Major progress has been 
made to remove willows, 
fence and revegetate the 
Golden Creek as part of our 
project in Binginwarri. 

The first phase of the project 
involved the removal of willow 
trees along a 1.3 kilometre 
stretch of the Golden Creek. 
Contractors provided a 
chainsaw operator and 
excavator for the task. The 
heaped willow trees will be 
burnt when they have suitably 
dried out and in-keeping with 
fire restrictions.  

Drone footage captured by the 
West Gippsland CMA and a bird 
survey completed by Gippsland 
ornithologist, Dallas Wyatt, will 
be revisited in coming years 
to demonstrate the amazing 
impact of the project. YYLN 
board member Trevor Colvin 
also took a series of before and 
after shots whilst the work was 
taking place and he described 

SANDBAG SNAKES FORM ONE OF THE LATEST INNOVATIONS TO GROW BROADLEAF SEAGRASS

TAKING SANDBAG SNAKES OUT ON THE BOAT

...continued on next page

For more information about our JARR projects please go to: www.jarrproject.org
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the procedure as clinical given 
its minimal environmental 
impact.

The integrity of this work was 
put to the test when heavy 
rain buffeted the Binginwarri 
district throughout August 
and September. Although the 
downfall was well received by 
local farmers, it unfortunately 
put the kybosh on our planned 
volunteer tree planting day on 
September 7. In spite of this 
we were still able to plant 6000 
trees in the days following as 
the soil quickly drained and 
weather fined up with the 
assistance of local contractors.

It is understood that platypus 
still reside in the Billy Creek 
below the property and it is our 
hope that these elusive natives 
will find their way back up to 
the headwaters of the Golden 
Creek, now that the willow trees 
have been removed and roots 
systems have started to rot.

We commend property owners 
Deb Vickers and Ken Cody who 
have provided an enormous 
amount of support to deliver 
the project so far. Ken and 
Deb operate a premium beef 
business from the farm and also 
offer AirBnb accommodation 
in a purpose-built studio near 
their home. They are featured 
in our landcare profile article 
on page 9. Future guests will 
enjoy the natural, willow-free 
environs Golden Creek now has 
to offer and learn more about 
the Yarram Yarram Landcare 
Network ethos in the process.

Funding for this project was 
received from DELWP as part 
of the Biodiversity On-Ground 
Action program with additional 
support from the WGCMA.    ■

Victorian Landcare 
Grants 

The Yarram Yarram Landcare 
Network embarked on a tree 
planting blitz in late winter 
and early spring to capitalise 
on excellent growing 
conditions. Students from 
Yarram Secondary College dug 
deep to assist YYLN at two tree 
planting days during this period. 

On August 27 students planted 
900 trees with guards at the 
Livermore property in Carrajung 
Lower. Two large corridors 
adjoining the Hyland Highway 
were fenced and ripped by the 
landowner and substantial rain 
the week before the planting 
made for softer conditions 
under foot. A further 500 trees 
with guards were planted 
several weeks prior. Yarram 
Secondary College teacher Jae 
Taylor facilitated the planting 
day as part of the Community 
subject offered by the school.

The Yarram students were 
again in action on September 
18, this time planting 800 trees 
at Werner Lange’s property, 
Valley View, in Wonyip. Yarram 
Secondary College’s Murray 
Francis and YYLN project officer, 
Jason Pickering oversaw three 
students who worked extremely 
hard during the day.  A special 
thank you must be extended to 
David McAninly for manning the 
barbeque during both planting 
days.

A further planting day was 
completed at the Gordon 
property in Darriman. A total 
of 600 trees and 5 hectares of 
direct seeding were planted 
along two shelter belts on the 
property.

YYLN was successful in 
attracting funding for two new 
projects, totalling $34,500 under 
the Victorian Landcare Grants 
program for 2019. The Jack 
Smith Lake restoration project 
will complete fencing activities 

at five properties adjoining the 
reserve and revegetation at two 
properties in the vicinity of the 
lake. The value of this project is 
$20,000.

The Bruthen Creek project will 
fence and revegetate 4ha of 
land adjoining the creek in 
Carrajung on what was former 
pine plantation land. YYLN 
is busy preparing for next 
year’s planting season and 
assisting the land owner with 
site preparation. This project is 
valued at $14,500.

Victorian Landcare Grants are 
funded by DELWP via the West 
Gippsland CMA.    ■

Wettenhall 
Environment Trust 
– Water Monitoring 
Project

YYLN recently received a 
$10,000 grant from the 
Wettenhall Environment 
Trust to undertake water 
monitoring in the Jack and 
Albert River catchments.  The 
project will complete water 
quality monitoring at six sites 
along various reaches of the 
catchments. In-field testing 
and laboratory-based analysis 
will determine what factors are 
having the largest impacts on 
the rivers. 

Data from the project will 
shape future project decision-
making based on an improved 
understanding for what areas 
of the river require Landcare 
works and those areas that have 
improved since the previous 
rounds of monitoring - in some 
cases up to 10 years ago. This 
information will also prove 
valuable for recognising the 

STUDENTS FROM YARRAM SECONDARY COLLEGE PLANTING 900
 TREES. AROUND 35 YEAR 9 STUDENTS TOOK PART.

...continued from previous page

For more information about what types of species work best in your area please go to: www.yylnreveg.org
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For further information on any of these projects or Invasive Plant & Animal matters please contact: Jason Pickering,  
YYLN Project Officer -  Mob. 0429 775 875 or Email jasonp@wgcma.vic.gov.au

THE MENTOR GROUP VISITING DAN AND
 MILLIE BRIGHT’S AMBER CREEK FARM

impact of farming and other 
primary production activities 
on Corner Inlet’s seagrass 
meadows.    ■

Woody Weed Control

The woody weed control 
program has been extended 
to June 2020. This means 
that the project is still open 
to anyone in the Jack, Albert 
and Tarra River catchments 
planning to control one of 
the following woody weed 
species: blackberry, gorse or 
boxthorn. The extension may 
be particularly beneficial to 
landowners with blackberry 
infestations as we approach the 
summer control season.

YYLN has partnered with 
Wellington Shire Council 
to control areas of gorse in 
Port Albert, Tarraville, Yarram 
and Alberton in addition to 

blackberry on council land near 
Hiawatha.

The project continues to exceed 
expectations with participants 
controlling more than 170 
hectares of woody weeds so far.

YYLN is able to provide 
landowners with a part payment 
of up to $900 to cover 50% 
of your weed control costs. 
This can be used for herbicide, 
contractors or excavator hire 
to assist in your weed control 
measures. Please contact Jason 
Pickering for further details: 
jasonp@wgcma.vic.gov.au 

Mentor Pilot Project 

Jenny O’Sullivan hosted 
a successful workshop in 
Fish Creek on September 
29 to round out part of the 
mentoring pilot program. 

The mentors and mentees met 
at Dan and Amelia Bright’s 
property in Fish Creek for a 
catch up, review and farm 
walk. Jenny sought feedback 
from the mentoring group 
on how the program may be 
improved in future years and 
discovered that many new ideas 
and networks have emerged 
as a result of the program’s 
mentoring partnerships. It was 
fantastic to see the Albert River 
Landcare Group supporting 
new members and mentees 
the Stainers plant 200 trees at 
their property in Port Albert in 
September.

“I think the mentoring program 
has been a great initiative. 
Even though we have only 
met with our mentor twice 
he provided fantastic advice. 
Getting involved in Landcare 
and meeting the wide variety of 
people involved with it has been 
a hugely valuable experience,” 
said Saul.

Mentor Frankie MacLennan 
said she would love to see the 
Mentoring Program run again 
if possible. “What I learnt today 
was unexpected learnings. 
There were connections flying 
in every direction! This is the 

true value of the mentoring 
program. Not what but finding 
out where to find out the ‘What,’” 
she said.

Dan Bright suggested that 
the mentoring program be 
broadened out in future years 
to allow for young people to 
participate who may have an 
interest in farming, but don’t 
see a logical pathway to getting 
started.

It was also clear from the 
feedback that participants 
were hungry for future training 
opportunities over and above 
the permaculture workshop: 
particularly in the areas of seed 
collection and whole farm 
planning.

The next phase of the 
mentoring project will involve 
a bus trip across the Yarram 
Yarram Landcare Network, 
open to all YYLN members. 

The bus trip is planned for later 
in the year and further details 
will be provided as soon as 
possible. 

The first phase of the project 
was supported by Victorian 
Landcare Grants, funded by 
DELWP via the West Gippsland 
CMA. 

WEED CONTROL - BEFORE

WEED CONTROL - AFTER
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The second stage was funded by 
the West Gippsland CMA’s Our 
Catchment, Our Communities 
Program. The mentoring 
program is a joint initiative 
between YYLN and the South 
Gippsland Landcare Network.    
■

Drought Tolerant 
Pastures Reassess-
ment and Field Day 

The drought in 2018 and 2019 
has stressed pasture species in 
the YYLN Landcare Network as 
pasture and soil preservation 
became critical issues for 
farmers over the summer and 
autumn months. 

Winter brought a ‘green’ drought 
where limited rainfall allowed 
for some recovery.  

In August YYLN held a Drought 
Tolerant Pasture Field day at 
Woodside, including farm walks 
on two Woodside Landcare 
members’ farms.  These farms 
have been part of a drought 
tolerant pasture species trial 
which started in 2009 and 
involved sixteen farms from 
Stradbroke to Woodside.  
Agronomist Lisa Warn has 
overseen this long term trial and 
led the farm walks to assess the 
long term persistence of the 
pasture species after such a dry 
18 months. 

The well attended day began 
on Woodside member, George 
Triantafillou’s cattle property 
where we examined the level of 
persistence of Yarck Cocksfoot, 
Landmaster Phalaris and GT6 
Lucerne in two adjoining 
paddocks.  The cocksfoot 
and phalaris showed good 
recovery even though the 

LISA WARNE IN THE BLUE CAP HELPS WITH SPECIES IDENTIFICATION

BRYAN WALPOLE IN THE RED AND BLUE STRIPED JUMPER,
TALKS ABOUT THE HISTORY OF THIS PART OF HIS PROJECT

THE LARGE GROUP OF FARMERS ABOUT TO EXAMINE 
BRYAN’S PASTURE TRIAL

ground was still very dry.  Lisa 
explained methods of pasture 
identification and George gave 
a good explanation of the past 
management of the paddock in 
regards to grazing, fertiliser and 
weed management.   

Woodside Landcare’s Treasurer, 
Bryan Walpole, hosted the 
second farm walk of the 
morning. Bryan’s family have 
had a generational association 
with this land.  The paddock 
involved in the trial had been 
very challenging land for Bryan, 
as it was part of the old flood 
plain of Bruthen Creek and 
had in the past been subject to 
inundation from tidal surges 
coming back up the creek and 
old drainage lines.  Despite 
these challenges Bryan has 
been able to make this a very 
handy productive paddock 
in the good years, while also 
maintaining grass cover through 
the current hard times. The 
dominant drought tolerant 
species evident in the paddock 
was Quantum Fescue, which 
in the trial showed excellent 
persistence in saline and water 
logged paddocks.

After the two farm walks the 
group returned to the Woodside 
Hall for lunch ably supplied 
by the Red Cross and a follow 
up discussion was held by 
Lisa Warn and Alan Bowman 
from Agriculure Victoria.  Many 
questions on pasture, coping 
with drought and available 
assistance were discussed. It 
was a very worthwhile day and 
a rare and timely experience to 
be able to look at a long term 
drought tolerant pasture trial. 

The Perennial Pastures 
Reassessment Project was 

by Nicki Jennings

funded by Agriculture Victoria 
as part of the Farming and 

Community Group Drought 
Funding Program.    ■
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Landcare International

On Sunday May 26 
the annual YYLN 
barbecue was held at 
the May Pavilion in 
Yarram.  Guest speaker 
of the event was Belinda 
Brennan, Partnership 
and Engagement Team 
Leader at the West 
Gippsland Catchment 
Management Authority.  
Belinda is also the 
voluntary Secretary for 
Australian Landcare 
International.  

Having travelled to Uganda in 
August 2018, she was only too 
happy to come to our barbecue 
to share with us her experiences 
and insights into Landcare in 
Uganda.

Sponsored by the World 
Agroforestry Centre based 
in Nairobi, Belinda spent ten 
days in Uganda as a volunteer 
with the Australian Landcare 
International (ALI) program.  

Her purpose was to deliver 
training as part of the ACIAR 
funded Value Chain Innovation 
project VIP4FS. (Value Chain 
Innovation Platforms for Food 
Security) working with small 
farmers in Uganda.  

Having previously travelled 
to a number of countries in 
Africa, Belinda adores the 
continent and the people.  The 
opportunity to work over there 
as a Landcare volunteer was 
just too good to pass up with it 
combining her two great loves, 
Landcare and Africa.

Belinda explained that in 

eastern Uganda the program 
is working to enhance small 
farmers’ incomes, from coffee, 
dairy and honey. 

This project and those that 
established Landcare in the 
region are transforming 
livelihoods and landscapes 
through demonstrating 
and promoting adoption of 
sustainable techniques for land 
management.   

 Belinda was amazed with the 
commitment the people she 
met had to protecting their 
land and their commitment to 
reversing the damage done.  
Every square meter of their 
land is utilised and everything 
produced is recycled.  

Whilst the people were very 
appreciative of ALI going over 
to share their knowledge, it 
wasn’t a one-way street.  Belinda 
learned all about growing coffee 
and how it is grown under 
banana trees, as it requires 
shade.

Belinda is now traveling back to 
Uganda to address the Uganda 
National Landcare Conference 
on the topic of catchment 
management. This practice is 
embedded in Australian natural 
resource management but 
quite a new concept to many 
developing nations. 

“Our work in reducing run off 
and nutrient entering places like 
Corner Inlet or the Gippsland 
Lakes is directly transferable to 

the African setting,” Belinda told 
The Star newspaper recently. 
The work she is doing in Uganda 
is only the beginning of her 
wish to spread the message of 
Landcare far and wide on our 
planet.

If you or your Landcare group 
would like to help ALI continue 
to help transform farmers lives, 
and that of their communities, 
please consider making a 
donation.    ■

LOCAL UGANDAN WOMEN SING A SONG OF WELCOME TO BELINDA

THE UGANDAN LANDCARE NETWORK... SPOT BELINDA!
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Words of Wisdom

Cousin Wally

I have been told that 
some plants eat insects. 
Is this possible?
Yes, there are some plants which 
"eat" insects. They are known 
as carnivorous plants. Australia 
has one of the world's richest 
carnivorous plant floras in the 
world, with more than 180 
recognised species.

The largest group (genus) 
in Australia is the Sundew 
(Drosera genus) with at least 
115 different species being 
recorded.

There are several basic trapping 
mechanisms that carnivorous 
plants utilise to capture 
insects. The mechanism used 
by Sundews is known as the 
Flypaper trap, referring to the 
sticky flypaper once hung from 
the ceilings of homes to catch 
flies and insects.

The leaves of these plants are 
covered in mucilage glands also 
referred to as tentacles. Some 
are quite short others are very 
long. These tentacles exude a 
sticky substance (mucilage) at 
the end of the gland. The plant 
also produces a nectar which 
is sweet smelling to insects. 
This attracts the insects to land 
on the leaf whereby it comes 
in contact with the sticky 
substance which prevents the 
insect from moving away from 
the leaf. In the case of plants 
with long tentacles these will 
close over the insect preventing 
the insect being washed or 
blown away before the plant 
can "eat" it. In some species 
in addition to the tentacles 
covering the insect the plants 
leaf will curl over the insect 
further preventing its release. 
Refer Pimpernel Sundew image.

The plant does not actually 
eat the insect. Glands located 
in the leaves release enzymes 
that digest the prey and the 
nutrients are absorbed by 
the leaves. It is like having a 
stomach outside of one’s body. 
Sundews will capture insects 
such as flies, wasps, beetles and 
even insects as large as Damsel 
flies.

Carnivorous plants do not rely 
solely on insects to survive but 
generally the majority of their 
nutrients are obtained in this 
way. Hence these plants are 
often found growing on very 
poor soils, low in nutrients, 
where most other plants would 
not grow.

Sundews take many forms. 
The Pimpernel Sundew is a 
low growing with the leaves at 
ground level whereas the Pale 
Sundew is an erect plant (up to 
30 cm tall) with leaves dispersed 
along its stem.

The next largest Australian 
group of carnivorous plant is the 
Bladderworts (Utricularia genus) 
of which there are 59 known 
species. These are usually found 
in water or boggy areas. These 
plants have small bladders 
which float on the water surface. 
The bladders have small hair 
triggered trap doors. The 
bladder, when "set", is under 
negative pressure in relation to 
its environment so that when 
the trapdoor is mechanically 
triggered, the prey, along with 
the water surrounding it, is 
sucked into the bladder. Once 
the bladder is full of water, the 
door closes again, the whole 
process taking only ten to 
fifteen milliseconds.

These bladders vary in size 
between different species but 
can be as small as 0.2 mm and 

as large as 12 mm. The bladder 
traps are recognized as one 
of the most sophisticated 
structures in the plant kingdom.  
Bladderworts consume aquatic 
invertebrates, water fleas, insect 
larvae, and even small fish.

Charles Darwin studied 
carnivorous plants at length and 
he wrote in 1860: "I care more 
about Drosera than the origin 
of all the species". In the same 
letter, he noted: "I am frightened 
and astounded at my results 
... Is it not curious that a plant 
should be far more sensitive to 
a touch than any nerve in the 
human body!". He found it so 
astounding that he delayed the 
release of his findings for fifteen 
years due to his concern of 
being ridiculed about them.

There are many known species 
of carnivorous plants in our 
district. So, the next time 
you are out and about look 
closely and you will find these 
carnivorous plants, probably 
with a small insect captured 
in its tentacles. But keep your 
figures clear – you never know! 

Email your questions to mel.
ainsworth@me.com and I will try 
to answer them for you.    ■

DROSERA CAPENSIS  

 CAPE SUNDEW

DROSERA AURICULATA

PALE SUNDEW

DROSERA GLANDULIGERA

 PIMPERNEL SUNDEW
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KIDS PAGE

By Clara Mandaletti 

Q W E S P O N G E S Q W E R T Y U

T P Y U I I O O P L K J H G F F D

S R B B H G F D D W A S Z C G H G

S A T G V X D V C X Z A S D B K H

R W F K L C O R N E R I N L E T H

T N P P H A L H J J C T F F A K N

C K R L K S P P U Y R E W Q C I A

V L F I U D H O C U B D O A H O T

G G R T H E I S D S A F S B J U I

R F Y R I S N S T W T T E T H Y O

A S I Q L E O U U U Y I A A G T N

N X J S H I M M E R I N G T F T A

I C K T T Y T A D H W E R E D F L

T R L A R H O G I L S D A S E D P

E W M R E F B U B B L E S C D S A

N H C F W O R I S F S W S R B W R

B K D I W T R C P P U Q J E O Y K

G L A S Q U C W R C E A L A A U L

R T E H A L R Q E R E S P M T I K

E H T A S S A A S H I S Y Y S O J

A U N Z L R B D E N O W I I E P H

T T N T I G B Y R R P H A T R L M

S H A R K W Y O V A M A G O T K A

U E B T P Y A P E A H L Y R W H R

I D E H L U W T M B F E M E A H S

O S H I N Y A L E L S D K X V G H

P E T Y Y Y K B R G E O C E F E

L A H N F I S H V W B W E V S W S

K W S B H W E D Y I I W H G D W

S E A S Q U I R T S F T R A F E Q

X E A V N M A R I N E R D D G A

S R B C O Y W T M I F Y W S L Z

Corner Inlet Whale Marine

Dolphin Shiny Reserve

Beach Boats National Park

Shimmering Waves Marshes

Crab Prawn Granite

Starfish Seagrass Sponges

Sea Bubbles Sea squirts

Fish Shark Water birds

All the words at the bottom of this page are somewhere in the chart. See how many you can find
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Partner Activity

By Wellington Shire

The Yarram Yarram 
Landcare Network 
(YYLN) resides largely 
within the boundary of 
Wellington Shire Council. 
It is no surprise then that 
the two organisations are 
working closely together 
on a number of projects 
to improve our region’s 
environmental attributes.

One of the larger projects is 
woody weed control in areas 
of the Jack, Albert and Tarra 
River catchments. Funded by 
Council and the Department 
of Environment, Land, Water 
and Planning (DELWP), YYLN’s 
woody weeds control program 
has completed spraying for 
gorse and blackberry around 
Hiawatha, Alberton and 
Tarraville. 

Council delivers a variety of 
weed control activities across 

the shire in conjunction with 
other partner agencies such 
as West Gippsland Catchment 
Management Authority and 
VicRoads and on Council-
controlled property.

Property owners wishing to 
contact Council to advise of 
weeds on Council land or 
Council managed roadsides 
can complete a Customer 
Request on Councils website 
www.wellington.vic.gov.au or 
alternatively provide a request 
in writing or in-person. It is 
important to bear in mind that 
major arterial roadways, such as 
the South Gippsland Highway 
are controlled and managed by 
VicRoads.

The Albert River Landcare 
Group in conjunction with local 
landowners and community 
members is developing a new 
plan for the Hiawatha reserve 
in partnership with Wellington 
Shire Council. Further details 
are provided in the Albert River 
Landcare Group section of this 
newsletter.

Landcare receives interest 
from property owners about 
revegetation projects on 
private property. Where a 
private property has an unused 
road easement, it may also 
be possible to undertake 
revegetation activities on this 
land after obtaining permission 
from Council.  This occurs on a 
case-by-case basis and where an 
easement exists, council must 

first assess whether there are 
plans to create a roadway in the 
future.

Given the wide reach of Council 
and the local knowledge and 
skills of YYLN members, there 
are many opportunities to 
collaborate on projects in the 
Yarram area.    ■

MINNE HA HA FALLS
BLACKBERRY CONTROL ALONG THE ALBERT RIVER

ALBERT RIVER LANDCARE GROUP HAS PARTNERED WITH 
WELLINGTON SHIRE TO REVITALISE THE ANNIE GREENAWAY RESERVE 
AND MINNIE HA HA FALLS IN HIAWATHA



 2 Livingston Rd T: 1300 094 262
 Yarram E: yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au
 Vic 3971 W: www.yarramlandcare.org
    www.jarrproject.org
    www.yylnreveg.org
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DOLPHIN FROLICKING AT THE MOUTH OF THE NINE MILE CREEK - A TESTAMENT TO IMPROVING WATER QUALITY

ALBERT RIVER LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: Craig Moore 
Phone: 0437 357 121 
Email: craigmdirect@gmail.com

WOODSIDE LANDCARE GROUP 

Contact: Nicki Jennings 
Phone: 0429 464 212 
Email: pnjjennings@gmail.com

WONYIP LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: John Kosta 
Phone: 5681 6286 
Email: john.kosta@activ8.net.au

BINGINWARRI LANDCARE GROUP 

Contact: John McClumpha 
Phone: 5185 1455 
Email: jd@incitegraphics.com.au

MERRIMAN CREEK LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: Melissa Ainsworth 
Phone: 5146 8328 
Email: mel.ainsworth@me.com

WON WRON DEVON NORTH LG

Contact: Yarram Yarram Landcare Network

Phone: 1300 094 262 
Email: yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au

Your local contacts within the Yarram Yarram Landcare Network

HEDLEY/NINE MILE CREEK LG

Contact: Maree Avery 
Phone: 0421 222 242
Email: maree@skymesh.com.au

YARRAM URBAN LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: Peter Hill
Phone: N/A
Email: hilly52@gmail.com

ALBERTON  JUNIOR LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: Yarram Yarram Landcare Network

Phone: 1300 094 262 
Email: yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au


