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Newsletter production
and design is driven by
volunteers on behalf of the
Landcare Community. We
look forward to your input.
Editorial Team
Melissa Ainsworth, Helga
Binder, Sally-Ann Henderson,
Anne Hill, David McAninly
and Wally the Wombat.

MERRIMAN CK LCG MEETING

WOODSIDE LCG AGM

YARRAM URBAN LCG

When:		
June 5 at 7.30pm
Where: Harrisons’ - Stradbroke
Contact: Melissa - 0437 640635

When: August 23 at 8pm
Where: Woodside Hall
Contact: Jane - 51871400

WOODSIDE LCG MEETING

NETWORK A G M

When: 4.30pm First Wed. of mth
Where: Landcare Office, Livingston
Rd Yarram
Contact: Sally-Ann on 0427 581152

When:		
June 21 at 8pm
Where: Woodside Hall
Contact: Jane - 51871400

When:		
October 13 at 7pm
Where: Yarram Showgrounds
Contact: Sally-Ann on
0427 581152

When: June 12 evening
Where: McAninly residence
Contact: David 5185 4444

ALBERT RIVER LCG

Contributions
Email:
mel.ainsworth@me.com
Postal
Livingston Rd Yarram 3971
Deadlines
September 10, 2017 is the
deadline for the Spring/
Summer issue contributions.
Contacts
Yarram Yarram
Landcare Network
Livingston St
Yarram Vic 3971
Tel: 1300 094 262
Fax: 03 5182 6094
www.yarramlandcare.org
Sally-Ann Henderson
YYLN Co-ordinator
0427 581 152 or 5175 7897
Sally-AnnH@wgcma.vic.gov.
au
Cover photo
Snow falling in cool
temperate rainforest on the
Albert River
Photo courtesy: Helga Binder
The YYLN News is copyright.
It can be reproduced with
acknowledgement of the
author and publication.

THOSE HONOURED BY THE WGCMA AT THE GREEN CARPET EVENT

Contacts for Individual Active Landcare Groups
ALBERT RIVER LANDCARE GROUP

MERRIMAN CREEK LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: David MacAulay
Phone: 5185 1392
Email:
macaulays@net-tech.com.au

Contact: Melissa Ainsworth
Phone: 5146 8328
Email:
mel.ainsworth@me.com

CORNER INLET BLACKBERRY ACTION GROUP

WON WRON DEVON NORTH LG

Contact: Dave Smith
Phone: 0409 512 416
Email:
David.Smith@hvp.com.au

Contact: Sally-Ann Henderson
Phone: 0439 008 678
Email:
Sally-AnnH@wgcma.vic.gov.au

WOODSIDE LANDCARE GROUP

HEDLEY/NINE MILE CREEK LG

Contact: Jane Gordon
Phone: 5187 1400
Email:
janeo@aussiebroadband.com.au

Contact: Maree Avery
Phone: 0421 222 242
Email:
maree@skymesh.com.au

WONYIP LANDCARE GROUP

YARRAM URBAN LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: Helen Spittle
Phone: 0425 710 001
Email:
helen.spittle@monash.edu

Contact: Clara Mandaletti
Phone: 0439 008 678
Email:
thefridge@fpga.com.au

BINGINWARRI LANDCARE GROUP

ALBERTON LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: John McClumpha
Phone: 5185 1445
Email:
jd@incitegraphics.com.au

Contact: Sally-Ann Henderson
Phone: 0439 008 678
Email:
Sally-AnnH@wgcma.vic.gov.au
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From
the
Office
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
By Sally-Ann Henderson

Sally-Ann Says:
Welcome to our Autumn
Winter Newsletter.
As you can see, the Network
has decided to return to
a printed version of the
newsletter. We have done
this after the feedback
received, showed that the
emailed version was being
read by very few people.

We thought it was important
to continue the newsletter
as it provides loads of useful
information and stories of
relevance to our readership.
However, the amount of effort
put into the newsletter by the
publications team and the
many authors who contribute,
meant that we were willing
to go back to a paper copy
to ensure more convenience
for the members and more
people reading it.
The newsletter will now be
a twice yearly publication
with the second edition each
year to be combined with our
annual report in a magazine
style format. As always we
welcome contributions and
suggestions of articles from
everyone.
Other feedback we have
gathered from around the
Network is that spasmodic

emails that come via
the contact officers and
secretaries are not the best
way to communicate with the
members. We will now trial
a monthly update of news
and information with only the
time critical information being
forwarded separately.
This coming year the Board
has approved that YYLN
annual membership fees be
increased to $30 per family,
to help absorb the cost of
printing the newsletter and
the added network costs due
to inflation. You will find your
membership form along with
this newsletter. Please return
it along with your membership
fee or alternatively the details
for electronic payment can
be found at the bottom of
the form. When paying
electronically it is important
that you put the first three

letters of your subgroup
and then your name, in the
reference box, so that we
know where to attribute your
fees.
YYLN now has a Facebook
page. It is Yarram Yarram
Landcare Network
We encourage you to Like us
and to check out the latest
news. If you have anything
that you would like put up onto
the site please contact Werner
Lange longiewl@iinet.net.au
n

Expression of interest for new projects
The West Gippsland
Catchment
Management
Authority (WGCMA)
have notified the
Landcare Networks
that the Victorian
Landcare Grants
and the Regional
Community Grants for
2018 will be allocated
based on funding of
landholder Expression
of Interests. This will
be similar to last year’s
allocation.

The expression of interest
process is now open and
projects ideas will need to be
submitted by Friday July 7th. This
will allow for a couple of weeks
to conduct site visits and assess
the projects, before they need
to be submitted to the WGCMA
at the end of July.
There are quite a few restrictions
on the funding, however we
will try to work with you to
design a project that meets
your needs and fits the
guidelines. Funding is available
for revegetation, protection of
remnant vegetation and weed
control. This includes fencing,
direct seeding, tubestock and
spraying. The CMA guidelines

stress that weed control will
only be funded in conjunction
with revegetation efforts.
Therefore, you are not able to
do only weed control in these
projects.
Other funding opportunities
arise from time to time that
have more of an agriculture
focus, research focus or more
flexible guidelines, so it is
definitely still worth submitting
an expression of interest, even if
you don’t think these guidelines
match what you want to do.
THERE ARE 3 WAYS TO APPLY:

• On-line via the CMA’s
Expression of Interest form on
their website:
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www.wgcma.vic.gov.au
• Via the expression of interest
form included with this
newsletter; or
• Via an email to sally-annh@
wgcma.vic.gov.au with
contact details and project
details of what you want to do
and where.
The expression of interest
process is open to anyone,
not just landcare members, so
be sure to spread the word to
friends and neighbours around
you. Why not get together
with your neighbours to plan
a project across multiple
properties? n

Green Carpet Event

YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
By David McAninly

A wonderful occasion
took place on April 30
at the very impressive
Heyfield Wetland centre,
where over 120 Landcare
& WGCMA personnel
celebrated 30 years of
Landcare in our region.
The aim was to 1: Honour
and cherish our Landcare
legends who have led the
way in improving Gippsland’s
environment for over 30 years,
2: Celebrate our current
passionate members who wake
up every day doing incredible
restoration projects to our
landscape and 3; look forward
to the next generation, like the
“Intrepid Landcare movement”
taking over from our generation.

AWARD ACCEPTED ON BEHALF OF MERRIMAN CREEK LANDCARE GROUP

The WGCMA were the hosts
as they acquired a grant to
acknowledge many individuals
and numerous groups across
the region.
Former ABC radio presenter
Gerard Callahan was the Master
of Ceremony.
YYLN had strong representation
in the recognitions.

In the Cherish group
category
Merriman Creek Landcare
group, who just last September
celebrated 31 years of being
involved with sustainable
farming programs through
Carbon Soil Benchmarking,
Drought Tolerant Pastures,
pest control & several riparian
restoration projects on the
Merriman Creek.

In the Celebrate group
category

AWARD ACCEPTED ON BEHALF OF WONYIP LANDCARE GROUP

Wonyip Landcare group
was formed in 2007. The
community chose to look after
the area of the foothills of the
Strzelecki’s bordering on the
HVP plantations, with large
remnant rainforest on most
member’s properties. Initial
self funded work was carried
out by members on their
own properties. Then came
wonderful funding, through

much campaigning, with a
$40,000 grant from the World
Wildlife Fund to create habitat
for the endangered Quoll.

In the looking forward
group category
Yarram Urban group,
founded in 2013, have
established an enthusiastic
and energetic group having

achieved many great results
in their short involvement in
Landcare. Highlights being
the refurbishment of the
Yarram Botanical Gardens,
with additional plantings
incorporating primary school
students and kindergarten
children. Their main focus is on
public education, information
stalls at the Yarram Show,
participating in the Tarra
Continued on page 05...
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Green Carpet Event

YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
...continued from page 04...

Festival, having input in the
Tarra Trail and working towards
extension with support from
YYLN and Tarra Tourism.

In the Cherish
individual category
Leon and Cathy Trembath
have been involved and super
active at every level of Landcare,
as members and leaders,
concerned with conservation
and community involvement.
Leon’s leadership as past
Chair of the YYLN Board for 6
years, Chair of GippslandCare,
along with Cathy’s position
on the board, assisted in the
new board structure, the
Seedbank & the Employment
Steering committee. Through
Leon’s vision, the JARR (Jack
and Albert River Restoration
project) was created and he was
instrumental in the partnership
with the Wettenhall Foundation
for this nationally recognised
program. Together in 2008
they also created the Victorian
Landcare Council as a voice for
communities to governments.
Leon served as the inaugural
chair. He was also the catalyst
in the birth of the National
Landcare Network, where both
he and Cathy worked on the
initial working group.

AWARD ACCEPTED ON BEHALF OF YARRAM URBAN LANDCARE GROUP

In the Celebrate
individual category
Werner Lange and his wife,
Turid, of the Wonyip Landcare
group have a passionate
interest in the environment.
As a member for 10 years,
first as treasurer, then as
spokesperson and continuing
to encourage the enthusiastic
people of Wonyip to share the
beauty of their surrounds and
improve them. Werner joined
the YYLN board in 2007 & has

LEON AND CATHY TREMBATH

WERNER LANGE (RIGHT) ACCEPTING HIS AWARD

served as Secretary and Vice
Chair for a number of years.
He is now the Chair and
serves on the Employment
Steering Committee, as well
he is a representative of

the YYLN at the quarterly
Regional Landcare Forum in
conjunction with WGCMA.
Werner’s friendly nature
has been a constant, as his
energy and commitment
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has been enhanced by his
involvement of the Friends of
Agnes Falls, of which he is
treasurer. n

Around
the
Traps
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
By our Landcare Group contact officers

Merriman Creek
Our February meeting was well
attended. Members watched
a series of 5 minute videos
regarding different rabbit
control methods, which was
very timely given the immanent
release of the RHDV1 K5 virus
at Seaspray. We are very happy
to again receive support from
the Wellington Shire Council in
delivering this program. Stay
tuned for the results!
We are grateful for our “30th
Anniversary of Landcare”
achievement award. Several
members attended the photo
shoot organised by the WGCMA
and a couple of members
attended the awards day at the
Heyfield Wetland Centre, which
was a lovely day. It was great to
see so many great achievements
across the West Gippsland

Catchment Management area
and to be surrounded by so
many dedicated and passionate
Landcare volunteers.
In 2015 a large number of
willow trees were removed from
along Merriman Creek, thanks
to a Biodiversity Enhancement
grant. The stockpile was
recently burnt thanks to several
members who also enjoyed
the good weather to have
a picnic lunch. The site has
been sprayed in readiness for
revegetating. We look forward
to watching the site grow and
mature to look as it once did,
pre the invasion of european
trees.
We are saddened by the
passing of one of our founding
members Eddie Brand. Ed was

a very active member over
the past 30 years and even
attended the group photo
shoot only weeks ago. His farm
is a testament to Landcare
principles. A passionate and
dedicated Landcarer, Ed will be
sadly missed by our Landcare
community.
Plans are underway to host a
social evening at the Stradbroke
Hall in August. More details to
come!
Our next meeting is scheduled
for 7.30pm on June 5. Our
guest speaker, Trevor Colvin, will
speak about the impacts of the
Indian Myna, which continues
to cause widespread damage
and something we can all help
to control. Everyone is welcome
to attend. Please call Melissa

EDDIE BRAND WILL BE MISSED

on 0437 640 635 for the venue
location in Stradbroke. n

MERRIMAN CREEK RIPARIAN RESTORATION PROJECT HAS FENCED OFF A SECTION OF A THE CREEK TO PROTECT THE BANKS AND REMNANT VEG
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Continued on page 07...

Around
the
Traps
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
...continued from page 06...

Woodside

The Woodside Landcare group
continues to attract good
numbers to our bimonthly
meetings. For our April meeting
we were fortunate to hear
from one of our long standing
members, Steve Ronaldson.
Steve spoke about his Bio
Dynamic Lamb enterprise here
at Woodside. This presentation
was very informative and we
thank Steve for giving us his
time.
Libby Balderstone applied to
be a release site for the new
rabbit virus. Rabbit loses have
not been fully established at this
early stage with not that many
dead rabbits visible.
Our member, Alison Livermore,
continues working on her
project at Reedy Creek with her
husband John, after receiving
a grant to clear willows to
revegetate Reedy Creek. Alison
and John have cleared one
kilometre so far, and are now
busy removing weeds and
burning piles. They are hoping
to extend the project to remove
more willows.
Our next meetings are due to be
held 21 June, 23 August (AGM)
and 18 October. Our secretary
will be standing down in August
and anyone interested in taking
over the role is encouraged to
register interest. n

on many properties, where mass
plantings of native trees have
linked up original plantations
to create an extensive corridor
from the Alberton West State
Forest, through numerous
properties to the Albert River.
Weed control has been terrific
through the JARR project area
and the WGCMA work on the
riparian areas.
Through additional money, a
“Communities for Nature” grant
assisted us in the removal of
willow trees within a wetland
area on Billy Creek and an
area of Jack River has received
funding for same.
The “Dams for Wildlife” project
has also seen native vegetation
planted in other areas. Dallas
Wyatt has continued his bird
monitoring in the area.
A meeting is scheduled the
evening of June 12 at the
McAninly’s, as there is renewed
enthusiasm with new people
interested in joining our group,
who are regular campers at
Hiawatha Falls and they are
looking to enhance the area
and maintain facilities. We still
have active members involved
in the YYLN, Board and the
JARR committee. For more

information please call David on
51851 444. n

Corner Inlet
Blackberry
Action group
Friday March 17 saw Toora
hosting a forum to discuss the
management of invasive species
now and into the future. Corner
Inlet Blackberry Action Group
(CIBAG) and Victorian Blackberry
Task Force (VBT) arranged and
facilitated the forum for local
private landowners and agency
associated attendees.
Speakers came from as far as
Queensland University (Greg
Baxter) to inform the assembly
about an imminent deer
population explosion.
Blackberry rust and some
potential alternatives were
discussed by Dr Robin Adair.
Weed infestations along local
roads and citizen science efforts
to understand them, and their
best management methods,
were spoken on knowledgably
and passionately by Russel Bond
of CIBAG. Matt Stephenson also
of CIBAG presented with passion

on several subjects. Pittosporum
reduction in the Dandenongs,
successes and challenges over
the past few years of CIBAG itself
plus the citizen science project
he and Russel undertook.
CIBAG’s own David Smith spoke
on behalf of HVP regarding their
boundary weed management
policy and practice> DELWP
had a rep attend to inform the
assembly about their “Good
Neighbour Program” and
Biosecurity Victoria had Bob
Wilson there to inform the
assembly about enforcement
of the laws relating to weed
control and problem land
owners.
Ray Argento, the Mayor of South
Gippsland Shire Council spent
the day with us and greatly
appreciated the skills and depth
of knowledge plus the amount
of effort put in by presenters.
In the end everybody went
away with new ideas and a
shared perspective of the local
problems. Russel and Matt of
CIBAG have been invited to
present at further gatherings
to inform more people of their
methods and findings. More
kudos to them. n
Continued on page 08...

Albert River

After the premature passing
of our popular and energetic
president Geoff Charman, the
group lost some momentum.
Nevertheless it did not stop
activity in the district, especially
in the JARR areas, with major
biodiversity works continuing

PARTICIPANTS AT FORUM HELD IN TOORA DISCUSSING THE MANAGEMENT OF INVASIVE SPECIES.
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Around
the
Traps
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
...continued from page 07...

Yarram Urban

Binginwarri

The group has recently added
a much desired gate to the
Devonshire Lane side of the
Bicentennial Gardens. Members
of the group have also been
working with the new Tarra
Trail committee and the Tarra
Territory tourism group to
progress the extension of the
rail trail so that is goes though
the gardens to terminate at the
picnic spot on the Tarra River.
The group have just submitted
a small funding request to the
Victorian Gorse Takforce to get
cofunding to tackle patches of
gorse in the area.

Binginwarri landcare subgroup
is mostly in recess at the
moment however individual
members are still active in
bird monitoring and landcare
projects.

We were greatly saddened by
the death of our hard working
member Greg Richardson
earlier this year. Greg lived at
the Nightingale Flats beside the
Bicentennial Gardens and was
a great conduit for the group
to the Trust who own the land
where the gardens are situated.
He was often the last to leave
when we had a working bee
and his cheerful “G’day mate”
whenever he saw you down the
street was always welcome. n

A beef and sheep farm walk was
recently held in Bingi with the
aim of hopefully starting a more
regular farmer discussion group
for producers in the area. n

Devon North/
Won Wron
and Hedley
Devon North and Hedley
continue on with individual
project delivery and community
activities.
See the article on page 11
about the direct seeding for
more detail of the goings on in
Devon North/Won Wron and
the History of Hedley article on
page 14. n

Wonyip

GREG RICHARDSON

THE MUCH DESIRED GATE IS FINALLY INSTALLED

Peter Wathen Webb, a founding member of the Wonyip Landcare
group passed away on April 5 2017, from Multiple Myeloma, after
eleven and a half challenging years. Peter’s mindset and the help
and loving support of his partner Ruth, are an example of what
the human spirit is capable of; no complaints, no sadness but a
constant joy and determination to win. On the 19th of April a
special celebratory event for the life and times of Peter was held
at Montsalvat in Eltham, where friends and family said good bye.
Peter’s memory will live on at the family farm in Wonyip, where the
Wonyip Landcare group will position an appropriate resting place
on the “Wikipedia Track” (our latest project) looking towards the
farm and help to plant some trees on the farm entry.
Vale Peter.

PETER WEBB AND RUTH WILLIAMS
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All
the
Rivers
Run
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
Written in the Sunday “Age” newspaper, April 9th 2017 by Sonia Harford. - Contributed by David McAninly with permission from “The Age”.

Raised in Melbourne
Mina Guli will this
weekend finish a
marathon run along
one of Australia’s most
politicised rivers, the
Murray.
The Barmah wetlands may
not be quite as dramatic as
the Amazon or Antarctica, her
previous run routes, but for
Guli now runs extraordinary
distances in stunning, arid
landscapes and rainforests to
highlight the scarcity of water
worldwide. Her early path from
Monash University to stints as a
Lawyer took a sharp deviation
when she set up the THIRST
ORGANISATION in 2012. Her
energetic campaigning has
brought her several global
accolades including Fortune’s 50
World Greatest Leaders of 2016.
Guli is at number 45, three spots
ahead of Justine Trudeau, Rosie
Batty is at 33.
This week the lawyer turned
activist, drove straight to Echuca
after disembarking from a series
of plane trips from remote parts
of Brazil. ‘’I’ve run down the
Colorado and the Amazon, so

I’ve literally arrived in Australia
from the depths of the Amazon
rainforest where I was crisscrossing the river’’.
The Murray River run is the third
of six river marathons in six
continents Guli’s undertaken
in just 40 days. Next up are
the Yangtze, Nile and the
Thames. With about a week
in each location there’s barely
any time at all for her body to
recover. The 40 marathons in
40 days figure ties into her core
campaign statistic.
‘’Experts predict that by 2030
there will be a 40% difference
between demand and supply
for water. Last year I did 40
marathons in 49 days, but now
because the water issue has
become more urgent, I want to
represent that by doing it in a
shorter time”. Guli’s previous
project completed last year
took her through seven deserts
including Australia’s Simpson,
the Atacama in Chile, Jordan’s
Arabian Desert and the polar
desert of Antarctica.
This year it is river runs that
propel her enthusiasm. ‘’In
Brazil we met people who live
in floating houses on the river
banks, kids who get to school by
boats, my support vehicle was

a boat. In a place like Colorado
it is far less remote. We met
people in the tourism industry
and a lot of farmers. Here in
Australia it‘s a mix of tourism
industry people and paddle
boaters and people who have
seen changes in the Murray
River from the air.
Mina spent time in Antarctica
with Australian meteorologists
and researchers at Casey Station
and she ran very carefully and
slowly in the snow. Most people
don’t understand why I’m doing
this and it look at me with
great incredulity she says. It’s
all to raise the profile of Thirst
org staff, interns and almost
900 volunteers who present
programs in schools to educate
thousands of children in China
about saving water.
Now based in Hong Kong,
46 year old Guli speaks of an
invisible water footprint; the
amount of water embedded in
every thing we consume. ‘’The
water that goes into what we
are wearing right now, and in
your mobile phone all of that
took more water to make than
all the water we’ve drunk in our
lifetime.’’
It’s for this she left behind the

Did you know that the
Murray/Darling river is
Australia’s longest river, at
2,672 kilometres in length
and the 16th longest river
system on the planet?

AN AERIAL VIEW OF THE MURRAY AS IT GOES THROUGH THE BARMAH FOREST WHERE MINA GULI RAN
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boardroom to meeting farmers,
children, parents and experts.
Guli arrived in China via law,
banking and an investment
fund, Peony Capital. Nominated
for her climate change work
by the Davos-based World
Economic Forum, she joined
its Young Global Leaders
community.
‘’I realised that while climate
change was urgent, water was
extraordinarily urgent…I started
Thirst.org in China because it’s
the fastest growing consumer
community in the world, yet
China has 300 million people
who don’t have enough water to
drink. At the same time almost
all of us owned products made
in China so we’re all connected
to China’s water problems.
Perhaps it is inevitable that
given social media’s short
attention span online, the Thirst
message arrives as a glossy
product, event banners and
children draped in the logo.
Meanwhile all Guli’s miniepics are slickly documented
photographs and well directed
footage of Guli dwarfed by
majestic landscapes. The
Murray, it seems, is in good
global company. n

Words
of
Wisdom
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
Cousin Wally

machine dug up two of our
burrows. So we got busy and
built four more. You may ask
why four and not two? Well,
when a burrow is destroyed
we recognise this as a threat,
so we dig extra ones just in
case we lose some more!
Fortunately, there was noone in the burrows when
they were dug up!

Hello Readers,
As mentioned in his last issue Warren the Wise has decided to
put down his pen after many years of writing very interesting
and informative articles for you. He has requested that I
continue answering your questions through this column.
My name is Wally. I do not claim to be as wise as Warren
(actually I’m a bit of a Wally) but I hope I can bring you some
interesting articles. So please send in your questions and I
will do my best to answer them.

One question which has arisen from Warren’s
previous column is; “Does Wally, being his cousin, live
with Warren or does he occupy a different warren”? Wondering Warren”
Well Wondering,
I am Warren’s cousin and
we belong to a fairly large
family of brothers, sisters,
aunts, uncles and cousins. As
a group of wombats we are
called a “wisdom” - maybe
that’s why Warren is so wise!
Do we all live together?
The answer is yes and no! I
do not live together with
Warren but we share the
same homes. Yes homes.
We wombats live in large
families and require several
homes, called burrows. A
group of burrows is called a
warren. As a family we all dig
burrows in various locations
then share them between us.

However, we rarely occupy
the same burrow except for
our lady wombats when they
have a baby.
Our family has 20 burrows
over about a 20 hectare area.
They are not all occupied
all the time, but we do use
them all throughout the year.
So if you see a burrow which
looks like it is not being used,
you could place a few small
twigs over the opening and
check it every week or so.
If we use the burrow, then
we will push the twigs aside
or dig them away from the
entrance. Our burrows last
for many generations.

We need a home to live in
just like you. It keeps us safe,
provides a dry place to rest
and raise our babies and,
because it is underground
where the temperature is
fairly stable, gives us a place
to get out of the cold in
winter and out of the heat
in summer. The humidity
is higher underground,
which means we are able
to conserve a lot of our
body water during summer
by staying in our burrow
during the day. The burrow
is also designed to allow
natural air flow, so we always
have a fresh air supply. Our
homes have a “stable microenvironment” for us to live in.
In the winter time, we use
shallow depressions dug
against a large tree root or a
large fallen tree. Here we can
bask in the sun.
My grandparents have told
me stories about when
they were forced to rebuild
burrows in areas where there
were no trees. There were no
SEE THE TRAIL OF ORANGE BARK
FROM THE TREE TO THE HOLE

Last year, some big noisy
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roots to hold up the roof and
no bark to make their beds.
They were very hard times.
Humans became angry with
us for building burrows in
their paddocks. They feared
their stock may trip or fall.
All they needed to do was
put a little fence around the
entrance and we could have
all lived happily together
but they tried to get rid of us
instead.
I look forward to the day
when some trees are grown
in our area so we can build
our burrows amongst the
trees where we really belong.
Digging our burrow takes a
lot of effort and time. On a
good night I can dig about
about a metre of burrow. We
also bring in leaves, grass
and bark.
So, next time you are out
walking in the bush, see if
you can spot our burrows or
trees where we have taken
some bark for our beds or
find our favourite basking
spot beside a tree. You may
even see me!
Email mel.ainsworth@
me.com with your questions,
which will be passed on to
me and I will try to answer
them for you. n
Until next time,

Seedbank

YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
Since 2002 the YYLN
has enjoyed the benefits
of having our very own
seed storage facility.
Volunteers, and for a
time, paid staff managed
the facility and collected
local seed that was stored
in the facility. This
seed was used in local
revegetation projects,
which ensured local
provenance seed was
used.

of the Seedbank. We appear
to be in a position where we
don’t have a pool of willing
volunteers, nor the qualified
paid staff to run the facility.

A recent stocktake and audit of
the facility estimated the value
of the seed is approximately
over $72,000!

Most other Gippsland Landcare
networks are trying to do more
of their revegetation through
direct seeding.

Recent seed viability trials
were conducted with the
seed belonging to the grasses
and daisy genus’ found to be
“not viable”. Seed belonging
to many other genus’ such as
the acacia and eucalypts were
found to be viable. Without
strict quality control methods
and regular testing we cannot
guarantee the seed condition in
a commercial setting.

In fact, the Maffra networks
projects are almost entirely
direct seeded. Greening
Australia is pretty much only
doing direct seeding and
others are looking at more
innovative ways to do direct
seeding, where it was not seen
as practical in the past. This
includes, using bulldozers, pregermination, niche seeding and
a range of seed mixes.

Currently we have only
two direct seeding projects
to deliver using our seed.
Unfortunately members seem
to prefer the use of tube stock
as opposed to using the direct
seeding method. This is despite
the fact that it is about half the
cost for the raw materials and a
whole farm can be planted in a
day rather than days and days
of hard yakka planting tube
stock.

There are many reasons for this
change away from tubestock,
not least of all because of the
very short time frames for
projects to be delivered and the
economics of tubestock versus
seeding.

The Network board is looking
into the long term viability

Whilst there is no cost to the
Network to continue to house
the existing seed stock, it is
continuously aging and in need
of constant turnover in order
to ensure viability for future
projects.
The Network is currently writing
to all the groups to seek their
advice regarding what groups
and individuals want from the
facility into the future.

PADDOCKS ARE SURVEYED AS A CONTROL TO COMPARE WITH
REVEGETATION EFFORTS

Direct Seeding Trial

Unfortunately, gone are the days
of project budgets being able
to pay for trees to be planted.
Funding bodies rarely allow for
this anymore. Landholders need
to be able to provide the labour
component and in many cases,
this is just not practical in their

THE BURFORD SEEDER BEING SET UP

TRACTOR AND BLADE USED TO SCRAPE AWAY THE ENRICHED SOIL
Continued on page 12...
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...continued from page 11...

busy schedule. So direct seeding
can be a great option.
This was the main motivation for
Paul and Glenys, dairy farmers
at Devon North, to give direct
seeding a try. They wanted to
create 3 new shelterbelts and
if planted with tubestock, this
would have been many weeks
of planting. However, just half a
day and the work was all done.
YYLN has traditionally used
the network’s Burford seeder
which is suited to lighter soils
of the lower rainfall areas, i.e.
Woodside and further east.
We were excited to be able to
“experiment” and give things
a go on the heavier country.

Bronwyn Teasdale from
Greening Australia has had
lots of experience with direct
seeding and she was happy to
help us test various methods.
We chose the Burford seeder,
a ripper seeder and a simple
tractor using a blade. What a
shame we were not able to
borrow the asphalt eater that
has been working its way up
and down the main street of
Yarram the past month, getting
rid of the old road surface.
Bronwyn predicted it would
have been perfect!

how well. In fact, it may even be
a few years before we get the
full picture. We can say however,
that the Burford seeder was not
very suitable in the heavy soil
and the ripper seeder was better
at stripping back the layers of
farming needed to access a
suitable seed bed. In Bronwyn’s
words, “we want to take off the

Of course it will be many
months before we are able to
say which methods worked and

RIPPER SEEDER IN ACTION

SEEDED FURROWS
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last 200 years of farming and
get down to the layer that is
Australia!”
The trial was done on Bolgers
Road at Devon North. Keep an
eye on it as you drive past. We
will keep you updated in future
editions as results come to pass.
n

Wildlife
Survey
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
By Brad Blake

Hi All,
Brad here from
ProCon Pest & Wildlife
Management. We are
ongoing with our Spot
tailed Quoll status
study in the Jack and
Albert River catchments.
Unfortunately. at this
stage we have not
uncovered any evidence
that quolls persist in the
Strzelecki Ranges. This
however does not mean
they are locally extinct.
Quolls naturally occur in
low densities and are hard
to detect when their home
ranges can range from
600ha up to 3000ha.
If quolls do persist in
the Strzelecki Ranges.
they will be moving
across large distances
along creeks and rivers.
Therefore, we leave our
cameras in the field for
extended periods and
not simply the standard
3 week duration. Last
year we detected a Longnosed Bandicoot, which
is extremely significant
due to only a handful of
confirmed sightings in
the Strzelecki’s within the
past 20 years.

Currently we are working our
way up Dingo Creek in the
hope to detect another Longnosed Bandicoot. Once we
are finished our camera work
on the Dingo Creek we will be
surveying the Jack River, which
will bring our study to a close
around September. In the same
general area the baseline survey
work has also been done for
the Wonyip Landcare group,
as part of their “Wonyipedia”
project. We have also been
surveying along the Albert in
Warm Temperate Rainforest
sites where YYLN is working
to restore this threatened
ecosystem.
Agile Antechinus remain the
most common species detected
by our cameras, followed
closely by the Bush Rat. Other
common species such as the
Mountain Brush-tailed possum
and Lyrebird also have a strong
population along drainage lines
within the JARR region. We have
not yet been able to detect
other significant species, such
as the Powerful Owl and Greater
Glider, however Dallas Wyatt
and I uncovered a few unknown
populations of Greater Glider
in Won Wron State Forest
and Mullungdung Nature
Conservation Reserve.
Towards the end of next year,
we are going to look into
applying for some funding to
survey Mullungdung for the
endangered Swamp Skink,
along with other significant
species, such as Southern Brown
Bandicoot, Greater Glider and
Martin’s Toadlet.
We recently surveyed Alison
and John’s property on Reedy
Creek in Woodside North. (See
project update on page 20) It
is on the edge of Mullungdung
and we hope that the creek is

GREATER GLIDER (PETAUROIDES VOLANS), MULLUNGDUNG NCR.

providing habitat for Martins
Toadlet. A system of using call
back and listening for live calls
was used, however we did not
detect any this time around. We
will conduct further monitoring
in September. n

BRUSH TAIL POSSUM WITH BABY

AGILE ANTECHINUS

SPOTTED QUOLL

POWERFUL OWL

BUSH RAT

LONG-NOSED BANDICOOT
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History of Hedley

YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
By Margaret Cole, member of the Hedley - Nine Mile Creek Landcare sub group.

The Nine Mile Creek Cottage Story
Creek Cottage was
situated on the east side
of Nine Mile Creek along
the South Gippsland
Highway. It was a local
icon.
James Crouch built the cottage
in the early 1880’s on the bank
of the Nine Mile Creek.
To begin with, it had 2 rooms,
a verandah and a detached
kitchen. In 1890 James applied
for a license for 40 acres of
land situated either side of the
cottage bordering the road. He

was granted the license in the
following year. At this time he
had been living in Creek Cottage
on this land for the previous
2 & half years. The house then
consisted of 4 rooms, 28 ft by
22 ft. It had hardwood floors,
an iron roof and bark walls.
The valuation of the house and
improvements to the land was
182 pounds.

few remaining aboriginal men.
They were belligerent and
usually demanded food. This
was particularly frightening
for the young wife when her
husband was away. Resentment
and antagonism from the
aboriginals, was not surprising,
as by that time almost the entire
tribe had been wiped out, by
diseases and massacres.

James, son of Martha and
Simon Crouch was born in
Alberton in 1861. When James,
his wife Matilda (nee Hodder)
and their small children first
lived in Creek Cottage, they
were at times harassed by the

Matilda Crouch was blind, yet
cared for her family well and
was known to be an excellent
cook. For a time she was
employed as a cook for the
laborers’ at the sawmill over the
road. James had a fascination

with minerals. He spent
considerable time prospecting
in Gippsland, including Wilson’s
Promontory.
James sold Creek Cottage
house and land east of the
creek to William Morgan, who
was then farming at Ingle Hall,
further up the creek. William
allowed James and family to
continue to live at the cottage.
When Martha, mother of James
became a widow, she married
the widower, William Morgan.
Each already had five children.
They then had five more in the
second Morgan family.
William shot the wild cattle,

Continued on page 14...
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...continued from page 14...

then considered a pest between
the Albert and Agnes Rivers.
The government supplied him
with a double barrel marksman’s
gun and paid him by the scalps.
His stepsons, Tom and William
Crouch, also shot cattle in the
same area. The hides were sold
to the tannery at Tarraville.
They all used their large pack
of bulldogs as a defense from
the other wild cattle when they
took the skin off a beast.
By 1894, the cottage was part
of the township of Hodgkinson.
From the Argus (Melbourne
Newspaper) 25th December
1894; ‘Mr C.R. Mason, the
proprietor of the sawmill,
founder of the township and
ruler in chief over all of its
dependencies is a benevolent
despot of 33. He runs the
local post-office, the local
store, a large and thoroughly
equip slaughter house and
the business of carrier and
forwarding agent for all the
fisherman in Welshpool.’ (Port)
William Morgan died in 1908.
Sometime after that Martha and
her daughters moved to the
cottage. Her son, Ingle, his wife
Ethel and daughter Beatrice
moved up stream to the Ingle
Hall farm. Martha died at the
cottage in 1924. At some stage
a second bedroom was built
onto the cottage on the east

side.
When Ethel and Ingle semi
retired they moved back to
the cottage and farmed the
20 acres for many years. They
milked about 12 cows in a tiny
shed with a single claw milking
machine, which was moved
about on a wheelbarrow. The
milk was taken to the dairy shed
under the oak tree. There, it was
separated. The can of cream
was picked up by a milk truck
from a stand on the highway.
In another shed, under the big
oak tree, he had a forge and
workshop. There he made tools
and hinges from scrap metal. An
occasional hide was tanned to
make stock whips.
In the war year of 1942, a
big bushfire swept through
Hedley. Seven houses were
burnt and almost all farms were
affected. Fire came down the
creek burning many trees. The
cottage was spared with the
only damage being to some
rafters in the garage. From the
1950’s to the end of the century,
the cottage was rented by a
multitude of tenants.
The Bougainvillea against
the back wall was vigorous,
beautiful and full of big thorns.
Unobserved, it managed to
get branches coming from
underground into the wall. The
first we knew of the problem

was when we noticed a large
branch covered with purple
flowers had forced its way
through the ridge capping of
the highest part of the roof. We
cut the bush back, and then had
a man with a tractor and chain
pull at the bush. It was a major
drama as we waited to see if the
tractor would wreck the plant
or the plant would wreck the
house. The old cottage, being
both strong and flexible, won
the day.
In the 120 years the cottage
had stood by the creek many
renovations were made. In the
1970’s, the original detached
kitchen was removed to make
way for a toilet, bathroom
and laundry building. When
the house was pulled down in
1999, it still had the original
thick sheet of iron securely
screwed into the rafters. Only a
few of the long time unpainted
sheets had any sign of rust.
The front verandah windows
had never been replaced. In
some of the thin panes you
could still get a wobbly image
from the handmade glass. The
floorboards of the first two
rooms constructed, had wide
yellow stringy bark planks each
fastened with one nail. The
timber from the old trees was
the hardest you could get and
was exported from the mill
(Masons Mill) for paving blocks

FROM THIS ... TO THIS
Norman Wettenhall Foundation
have have changed their look to
better reflect the environmental
focus of their work.
They are now to be known as
Wettenhall Environment Trust.
and have a beautiful new logo to
go with their new name
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in Europe. Only a few of these
floorboards had ever had to be
replaced.
Before the cottage was pulled
down, all useable material
was distributed to friends and
relations. Some was sold. Most
of the outside walls that were
beginning to crumble were the
second lot of weatherboards
that had been replaced.
One of the dining room walls
had first been pasted with 1906
newspapers. It was followed by
seven layers of wallpaper. Each
to suit the taste of the current
housekeeper. Before all that,
we found traces of hessian and
paper. One of the many reasons
for its demolition was the
rotten state of the roof timber.
Once the framework began to
disintegrate the time had come.
I have written this story for
all those who have family
association and fond memories
of Creek Cottage.
Margaret is the daughter of
Beatrice Cole (nee Morgan).
Hedley recently held a
celebration of days gone by,
‘Hedley Connection Day’ on
Saturday May 20. n

JARR TOUR 2017

YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
By Michael Hobson, JARR Chairman & YYLN Board member

The Jack and Albert
River Restoration Project
(JARR) committee
were fortunate to be
able to provide a tour
of the JARR project to
the Norman Wettenhall
Foundation (NWF)
Trustees.
The NWF Board happened to
be holding a strategic planning
meeting in Port Albert from
the 24th to the 26th of March
which gave us the opportunity
to showcase some of our work
in the catchment and discuss
future projects and funding
prospects.
For those not familiar with the
NWF, they are a philanthropic
organisation that support
biodiversity projects Australia
wide. The JARR is one of seven
landscape restoration projects
supported by the NWF. They
have been assisting us with both
funding and advice since 2009.
The NWF’s direct funding of
$170,000 has been instrumental
in leveraging almost $2 million
for works in the JARR area.
Our tour began in Port Albert
where members of the NWF,
YYLN and JARR boarded a small
bus and some private vehicles.
We inspected an old restoration
site near the Albert river bridge
and made our way up to Millers
hill to gain some elevation and
a better perspective of the
catchment.
We travelled to the Macdonald’s
property where Marian gave a
great address and we discussed
the history of restoration work
in the area acknowledging
the long term work of some

...WHERE WAS CORNER INLET AGAIN?

MARIAN MCDONALD DISCUSSES CLIMATE CHANGE ADAPTION WITH JARR TOUR PARTICIPANTS.

legendary Landcarers in the
area including Gavin Egan,
David MacAulay and David
McAninly. The board gained
some insight to the challenges
facing landholders in the area
and how adaption for the future
is fundamental to farming
success.
We called in to see Rob and
Jenny Davis who talked us

through the many years
restoring their property and
gave background to the
transformation we could all
witness. Rob’s account of
observing a Sea Eagle fishing
carp out of their wetland
provided a personalised context
for the bird monitoring taking
place around the JARR area.
In the bus and up to Hiawatha,

we could observe the changing
landscape and the diversity of
land usage. Arriving at the Mini
Ha Ha Falls we were addressed
by Christina Lithgow and Paula
Mathewson from the Hiawatha
Hall Committee where they
spoke of their vision for this
environmental and community
asset with great potential to
be improved. Brad Blake then
Continued on page 17...
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BRAD BLAKE DISCUSSES THE MONITORING PROGRAM BEING CONDUCTED IN JARR AS WE ALL ENJOY AFTERNOON TEA.

gave us a run down on his work
and his innovative approach
to mammal monitoring in the
challenging geography of
the more remote parts of the
catchment. Richard Appleton
from HVP concluded our list
of tour speakers by bringing
the group up to date with
the practices and projects
conducted on HVP managed
land, giving an in depth and
thoughtful account as only
Richard can.
On arrival back at Port Albert
a magnificent dinner was
prepared by Kim at the General
Store Café and discussion
ensued as we were joined
others not able to attend the
field trip. Commercial Fisher,
Max Laub, made the gathering

aware of the importance of
work in the catchment to the
health of Nooramunga and
Corner Inlet. Tracey Jones
from the WGCMA spoke of the
work already done and more
importantly the work yet to be
done to guarantee the health of
the catchment and waterways
we all rely so heavily upon.
On Sunday morning Bernie
Brinker hosted the NWF
Trustees at his dairy and took
the time to demonstrate how
a modern dairy farm operates
in the region. After breakfast
Sally-Ann gave the Board a
tour of some crucial saltmarsh
restoration work.
A big thank you to all who made
time in their busy schedules
for the JARR tour and dinner,

...OH, THERE IT IS!

it was wonderful to be able to
host these fantastic partners in
landscape scale restoration and
show our appreciation for all
their assistance over the many
years they have been helping us.
Special thanks to our speakers
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and of course Sally-Ann who
went above and beyond the call
of duty.
[NB. Sally-Ann says she was just
doing her job and it was Michael
who went above and beyond.
We say well done team! Editor] n

Project
Updates
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
By Dallas Wyatt - Bird Monitoring Program coordinator and participating landholder

CIC Coastal Saltmarsh Protection Bird Monitoring Program
(CIC = Corner Inlet Connections)

Since 2009, under the
guidance of former
YYLN project officer
Sam Monks, and
the cooperation and
participation of many
local farmers, 740
hectares of coastal
saltmarsh that adjoins
the Nooramunga Marine
and Coastal Park has
been fenced to exclude
livestock.
The protected coastal saltmarsh
lies between Port Albert and
Reeves Beach. Protecting coastal
saltmarsh allows the vegetation
to recover from the impact of
stock grazing and the associated
pugging of the soft muddy soil
profile, that supports this fragile
plant community. Also allowing
the plant, Beaded Glasswort
(Sarcocornia quinqueflora)
or Samphire, as it is more
commonly known, to recover is

GREY TEAL DUCKS FLYING OVER SALTMARSH

very important. The seed from
the samphire is the staple diet
of the critically endangered
Orange-bellied Parrot and
declining Blue-winged Parrot.
Both these species have been
recorded along this region of
the South Gippsland coast.

coastal saltmarsh available to
be surveyed but with limited
funds available, six sites have
been selected and are being
systematically surveyed.
The survey methodology is
to slowly walk a 900 metre
transect, over 45 minutes
recording all bird species (and
the total number of birds) that
can be seen or heard.
Three of the sites are restored
sites, that is, they have been
fenced since 2009, two sites
currently still have stock access
onto them and another site is a
section of the Old Port Trail that
has been fenced and protected
for many years.

MALE BLUE-WINGED PARROT

So far five surveys have been
completed at each site since
November 2016. The remaining
survey will be done in late June
or July so that the data can also
be used in the Orange-bellied
Parrot count surveys.
To date a total of 87 species
have been recorded across
the three habitats. One of
the interesting trends is that
there is a lot of movement of
birds between habitats. Many
shorebirds use both the coastal
saltmarsh and the intertidal
mudflats both for roosting
and feeding opportunities.
For example, the endangered
Eastern Curlew was recorded

A Bird Monitoring Program
(BMP) is been carried out
along the above mentioned
section of coastal saltmarsh
to document the bird species
present across it. In addition to
the saltmarsh being surveyed,
other key habitat – the tidal
mudflats at Mann’s, Mcloughlin’s
and Albert River, and the
adjoining hinterland swamp
scrub vegetation (where it is still
present) is also being surveyed.
BEADED GLASSWORT

EASTERN CURLEW ROOSTING IN A SALTPAN WITH WATER

There is many kilometres of

Continued on page 19...
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roosting in flocks of up to 35
on the saltmarsh saltpans west
of McLoughlin’s Beach and
then as the tide goes out they
move to feed on the intertidal
mudflats. Similar behaviour was
observed with Red-necked Stint,
Pacific Golden Plover, Pacific
Gulls, Silver Gulls (Seagulls)
and White-faced Herons. Other
common species like the
Superb Fairy-wren (Blue Wren),
Brown Thornbill, White-browed
Scrubwren, Silvereye and Grey
Fantail were recorded in both
the coastal saltmarsh and
swamp scrub habitats.

ADULT AND IMMATURE PACIFIC GULL ROOSTING AT HIGH TIDE IN COASTAL SALTMARSH

Some species however, tend
to be found only in the coastal
saltmarsh habitat, for example
Australasian Pipits, Striated
Fieldwren and White-fronted
Chat. The Little Grassbird, a shy
bird often only detected by its
mournful call, occurs only within
the White Mangrove (Avicennia
marina) vegetation.
Coastal saltmarsh contain many
saltpans that appear white
when viewed from google
maps. These are supersaline
depressions that are mainly
dry but fill with water after
locally heavy rain and or
very high tides and provide
important short term feeding
opportunities for many birds.
For example, at the Neil’s Creek
Saltmarsh site, many birds were
recorded taking advantage of
this microhabitat in February,
after rain. A flock of Grey Teal
along with a mixture of Redkneed Dotterel, Red–necked
Stint, Sharp-tailed sandpiper
and Double-banded Plover were
recorded. In March however, the
water had evaporated and they
had all moved on.
Small flocks of Blue-winged
Parrot were recorded on the
Mcloughlin’s and Mann’s Beach

STRIATED FIELD WREN

PELICAN

SHARP-TAILED SANDPIPER

RED-NECKED STINT

sites during February and
March, either flying overhead
or feeding on the samphire in
the saltmarsh. Hopefully they
will be recorded again, during
the winter surveys and amongst
them, is an Orange-bellied
Parrot or two! n

GREAT EGRET AND ROYAL SPOONBILL
This project is supported by the Yarram Yarram Landcare Network, through
funding from the Australian Government’s National Landcare Programme and
the West Gippsland Catchment Management Authority.
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By Sally-Ann Henderson

Creating habitat for the endangered Martin’s Toadlet on Reedy
Creek and Reedy Creek Riparian Restoration projects
When gardening, some of the
most satisfying work is when
you do a patch of weeding, then
look back over the garden bed
and see the cleared ground
and the pile of weeds to show
for your handiwork. Imagine
that on a much grander scale
and you might get a sense
of the feeling of satisfaction
and excitement that John and
Alison have, as they now look
over their paddocks to Reedy
Creek and see nine huge piles of
willows and a streamside that is
now cleared of willows.
This project’s willow removal
has turned out to be a bigger
job than first anticipated. It
took more than two weeks of
cutting down, excavating and
poisoning to see the willows
removed from the stream. Some
of the willows were so big, they
had six tree trunk sized stems
to tackle. The WGCMA came on
board with their expertise in
riparian restoration and we are
grateful to them for overseeing
the willow removal.

ALISON AND JOHN ADMIRING THE CHANGE TO THE CREEK

With the banks cleared of
willows, the next task is to get
the area fenced and ready for
the revegetation efforts, which
will finish off the on-ground
works stage of this project.
There will also be more surveys
to check and see if Martin’s
Toadlet is present and what
other species are using the area.
The creek banks should provide
more and better habitat in the
years to come, as the vegetation
changes from exotics, to bare
banks, to finally a restored
indigenous ecosystem. n
ALISON BY ONE OF THE MANY PILES OF WILLOWS
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By Sally-Ann Henderson

Corner Inlet Connections – Saltmarsh Protection
This year, we are again working
to protect saltmarsh areas and
undertake revegetation of
the landscape that buffers the
saltmarsh.
The protection works are again
centred on Mann’s Beach, with
the area this year being an
area that adjoins a previous
protected zone. This year’s
area is inland of the previous
protected work, which will
provide for the variations and
changes in our coastline and
vegetation, that will inevitably
come with the changing
climate.
Along with our fencing and
revegetation work, we are

gathering baseline data on the
condition of the vegetation.
This will help us to measure
over time what changes have
occurred, as a result of the
protection efforts.
This year we have included
a bird monitoring program,
across a range of saltmarsh
sites, both new sites and areas
that have been protected in
previous years. The sampling
started in November and will
continue into winter, to allow for
variations in seasons. Different
birds use the area at different
times. See page 18-19 for a
more detailed report on what
has been done so far. n

Warm temperate Rainforest
Warm Temperate Rainforest
(WTR) is a threatened ecosystem
in Victoria and we are lucky
enough to have Strzelecki WTR
in our local area.
Two thirds of this, about 200ha,
is in the custodianship of HVP.
There are other patches in
private ownership and some
is perpetually protected as
part of the public land system
such as in Tarra-Bulga NP. The
main thing that distinguishes
it is the closed canopy of
Austral Mulberry, Pittosporum,
Hazel Pomaderris, Blackwood
and Muttonwood and an
understorey thick with climbers
and ferns, from large tree ferns
to tiny epiphytic ferns growing
on other ferns.
The beautiful Myrtle Beech
is found in Cool Temperate
Rainforest but not WTR.

NEIL’S CREEK SALTMARSH

Erosion Control

Sheltered slopes and protected
gullies are the dominate terrain
for this ecosystem.

This project is funded by the
Federal Government through
their Department of Agriculture.

Our WTR project, funded by the
Victorian State Government
under a Community Volunteer
Action Grant, is restoring the
vegetation cover by replacing
the missing overstorey species
which will allow for better
natural revegetation of the mid
and understorey plants.

Our three erosion control sites
have been selected and onground works will soon begin.
We will be working with one
riparian zone and two steep
slopes. The activities vary from
direct seeding to planting
tubestock to fencing out stock.

We are also undertaking weed
control to ensure the habitat is
in the best possible condition. In
order to get a baseline of what
exists on the 15ha site we have
undertaken animal and plant
surveys.
We look forward to seeing wat
changes have resulted when we
go back in 5-10 years. n
ONE OF OUR EROSION SITES
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Erosion control is vital in our
waterways as it limits the
destruction of riparian habitat
and reduces the amount of dirt
carried by the rivers and creeks
that drain into Corner Inlet and
Nooramunga.
Sediment loads coming into
Corner Inlet can smother out
sea grass which in turn reduces
native fish habitat. n

Project
Updates
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
By Sally-Ann Henderson

Wonyipedia
The Wonyip Landcare
subgroup have only
a small population
to draw on locally
so they are great at
roping in extra people
to help them out. They
want your help over
the coming months.
They are currently working on
their latest threatened species
protection project.
They have baited foxes, sprayed
weeds, chopped down holly
trees and cleared rubbish in
the warmer months. Now as
the weather closes in they
are turning their sights to the
compilation of their Wonyipedia
threatened species database.

WONYIPIANS POURING OVER A MAP DETAILING THEIR PROSPECTIVE WALKING TRACK

HERE IS WHERE THEY WOULD
LOVE YOUR HELP.

The Wonyip group are after
photographs of a range of
threatened plants and animals.
Although some of these photos
are available on the net the
group would love to be able
to get as many locally sourced
threatened species photos
as possible. This will add not
only to their project but will
be a valuable resource to the
network in general.
They see the animal photos
as a bit more challenging but
Landcarers love a challenge!
So if you are up for it please get
in touch with Wonyip Landcare
(details page 2) and they can
send you the list of species they
are “hunting”. It would make a
great excuse to get out in the
bush and explore. n
ROBERT SPITTLE SHOWING THE GROUP WHAT WORK HAS BEEN ACHIEVED TO DATE ALONG THE TRACK
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Partner
Activity
YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
By Anne Hill

Richard Appleton, Forester, Steward and Landcarer.
Richard Appleton’s name
is held in very high regard
in Landcare. Not just
because of the excellent
relationship the Network
has enjoyed working with
him and his employer
HVP, but also with his
role supporting local
Landcare groups within
the Yarram Yarram,
South Gippsland and
Yinnar/Yinnar South.
Every one I spoke to
had nothing but praise
for the efforts of this
quiet, thoughtful and
thoroughly reliable man.
Growing up in Balook on his
parents’ property of 42 hectares,
he attended the then, Yarram
High School studying until
Year 12. Since taking over his
family property Richard has
established an arboretum
and restored cool temperate
rainforest on the property. His
first job was as a bank clerk,
which he left after 2 years to
take up a position in 1974 as
a forest technician with APM
forests. Richard worked his way
up to supervisor level in the
research section and eventually
ran the research program until
Hancocks bought the business
in 2000.
Hancocks created the position
of stewardship officer in 2000.
Recognising Richard’s skills and
interests, he took over the role
in 2002. HVP’s Stewardship

Forester role involves the care
of 35,000 ha of custodial estate
native forest. His responsibilities
also included environmental
compliance, EVC mapping
and threatened species
management. Richard has held
this position for the past 15
years.
His private and professional
involvement in projects,
such as the 2007 Wonyip
Landcare groups “Corridors
for the endangered Tiger
Quoll”, involvement in the
JARR (Jack & Albert Rivers
Restoration project), both as
a representative of HVP and a
local landowner, has allowed
him to focus on the catchments
of the Jack and Albert Rivers in
relation to projects concerning
warm temperate rainforest,
koalas and species monitoring.
Other projects include the
Macks Creek rainforest
restoration project, with the
establishment of monitoring
sites in conjunction with
Monash University, biodiversity
monitoring and management
plans for the giant Gippsland
earthworm and the Strzelecki
koala, to name but a few.
Another passionate interest of
Richard’s is the Grand Strzelecki
Track. Flowing on from the
Mack’s Creek restoration,
realising the need for public
access to this area, Richard
was a prime motivator of the
committee formed to create a
management plan linking TarraBulga and Morwell National
Parks through a number of
walking tracks of international
standard.
It is with sadness that we say
goodbye to Richard and we

RICHARD APPLETON, LEFT AND SIMON HEISLER

wish him all the very best
with his retirement and move
to Glenorchy, New Zealand.
Richard’s attention to detail and
passion for the environment as a
Landcarer and steward is highly
valued and appreciated and he
will be missed by all within the
YYLN.
Richard will continue his
personal interest in the JARR
project after his retirement
from HVP at the end of June,
as well as the Balook Residents
Association.
As Richard’s successor, Simon
Heislers has admitted, he has
“big shoes to fill”. Eager to
take sole responsibility of the
position, Simon is looking
forward to the challenges of
his new employment. Having
worked for HVP for the past 4
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years as a researcher, Simon
owns up to “waiting in the
wings” for the opportunity to
apply for Richard’s position.
Simon has a background
of botanical and zoological
research, expertise in marine
and estuarine ecology and
has worked with Fisheries
Victoria and has researched
sea grass habitats of Corner
Inlet. He is very keen to
embrace the promotion and
responsibilities of management
and stewardship. Simon resides
in Boolarra, together with his
wife and family of four. His
biggest wish is to make Richard
proud. We look forward to
working with Simon into the
future and continuing the great
relationship between HVP and
the YYLN. n

Junior Landcare

YARRAM YARRAM LANDCARE NETWORK
Find the following rivers and creeks in this
giant word puzzle.
Agnes River
La Trobe River
Albert River
Macalister River
Avon River
Macks Creek
Bellbird Creek
Merrimans Creek
Bodmans creek
Morwell River
Bruthen Creek
Rainbow Creek
Bunyip River
Snowy River
Five Mile Creek
Tarra River
Flynns Creek
Tarrago River
Freestone Creek
Thompson River
Grieg Creek
Valencia Creek
Jack River
Warrigul Creek
Puzzle by Anne Hill, typed by Serena Savage
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Hi, I’m Kenny X and this is my friend Arty Pepper Possum playing our musical instruments.
Why don’t you help us come to life with a bit of colour?
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