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By Melissa Ainsworth
Newsletter design and
production is driven by
volunteers on behalf of
the Landcare Community.
If you have any stories,
questions or great photos
we look forward to hearing
from you.
Editorial Team
Melissa Ainsworth, Helga
Binder, Trevor Colvin and
Wally the Wombat.
Contributions
Email:
mel.ainsworth@me.com
Postal:
2 Livingston Rd Yarram 3971
Deadlines
October 28, 2020 is the
deadline for the Spring/
Summer 2020 contributions.
Contacts
Scott Elliott
Mob: 0467 000 935
Yarram Yarram
Landcare Network
2 Livingston Rd
Yarram Vic 3971
yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au
www.yarramlandcare.org
Cover photo
Happy participants at our
annual get-together.
Photo courtesy: Trevor Colvin
The YYLN Newsletter
is copyright. It can
be reproduced with
acknowledgement of the
author and publication date.
Big thanks to HVP for
funding this issue of our
newsletter.

Traditionally, our annual
network get-together
would be a barbecue
lunch centrally located
within our network area.
This years’ event was a little
different and it was fantastic to
be immersed amongst one of
the jewels in Gippsland’s crown
– the ‘Nooramunga Marine and
Coastal Parks’.
Departing from Port Albert,
this years’ get-together was
in the form of a cruise on the
“Nooramunga” yacht, ably
captained by Wynne Hobson.
The venue for our annual
get-together was appropriate
given our current seagrass
restoration project is located
in Nooramunga and the
neighbouring Corner Inlet
Marine National Park.
We were blessed with the most
perfect weather on March
15, with not a breath of wind,
temperature in the low 20’s
and the water was like glass!
It was just perfect for taking
in our surrounds, with bird
life galore and a suspicious
looking wombat on the shores
of Clonmel Island causing some
amusement and debate.
Thank you to the Hobson family
who turned on an excellent
lunch, which consisted of many
delightful treats including
prawns and wine and beer for

those who wanted to indulge.
Thank you also to Gianni
Vazzoler, Wynne’s grandson and
fourth generation fisher, who
also took care of us.
Scott presented a detailed
explanation on the Seagrass project objectives,
achievements to date and future
planned developments. This
world first project, in terms of
Landcare volunteers working
with commercial fishers,
is attracting international
attention and support. Both
Scott and Jason have been
invited to the International
Sea-grass Convention in the
US next August, to present our
project and ‘rub shoulders’ with
other seagrass project leaders
from around the world. Scott
also explained how the project
is developing momentum, with
the recent visit and support
from the world renowned
sea-grass expert, Bo Lusk
from the USA, as well as our
academic partners from WA and

Melboune universities.
Whilst we didn’t just eat, drink
and mingle amongst the
familiar and new faces present,
Wynne also enlightened us with
local fishing and natural history
information on the area. Having
fished these waters for many
decades, Wynne had lots of
entertaining stories that kept us
all informed and amused.
The seagrass restoration project
is not only unique and an
important tool to help mitigate
climate change, but if the
project develops as planned, it
will be a real ‘game-changer’ for
future Landcare projects, land
based and marine.
Thank you to everyone who
came and supported our
network.
Whilst we are all currently under
social isolation restrictions, I
think next year’s annual gettogether should be enjoying the
surrounds of another one of our
local ‘jewel’ locations. ■
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By Scott Elliott
Nobody could have foreseen
the extraordinary circumstances
we now live in as a result of the
COVID-19 Pandemic. Landcare
has not been immune from
the wide-ranging impacts that
this pandemic has wrought
and with safety as our number
one priority, we have had to
postpone or cancel many
Landcare activities.
A poignant quote from
former US President John F
Kennedy holds true in current
circumstances: “The Chinese use
two brush strokes to write the
word 'crisis. ' One brush stroke
stands for danger; the other for
opportunity. In a crisis, be aware
of the danger - but recognise
the opportunity.”
The opportunity for Landcare
is to adopt innovative, new
approaches to the way we
connect and the way we deliver
projects. Few of us had ever
heard of Zoom meetings or
a PowerPlanter - it’s a drillmounted tree planting device
for the uneducated - prior to this

pandemic, but these tools are
providing some of the necessary
means to navigate the crisis.
The upcoming winter tree
planting season will be a
particular case in point. With
the help of new technologies,
forward planning and increased
effort from participating
landowners on-ground, we
will plant over 13,000 trees this
winter, an increase on last year.
This crisis provides a further
opportunity for the Yarram
Yarram Landcare Network to
develop a war chest of shovelready projects that will form a
prospectus for future funding.
To that end, I would encourage
all Landcare members who are
reading this publication to get
in touch with me and share your
project ideas, no matter how big
or small.
As a network, Jason Pickering
and I will continue to deliver
world-class projects in hand
with the fantastic support
we receive from our partners,
including the Wettenhall

Environmental Trust and HVP,
which are showcased in this
edition. Speaking of worldclass, the Corner Inlet Broadleaf
Seagrass Restoration Project has
earnt international recognition
after it was found that our
restoration technique actually
works. The project team has
accepted an invitation to attend
the World Seagrass Congress, to
be hosted in Annapolis, USA in
August 2020 at which we were
going to share our findings and
learn from a global network of
seagrass restorers. Although the
congress has been postponed
for 12 months, we are still
hopeful to make it over to the
USA in 2021.
Innovative approaches to longstanding environmental issues
such as habitat loss remain at
the forefront of our activities,
and this edition of the YYLN
magazine demonstrates some
of those initiatives. For example,
we are creating Climate Future
Plots by planting seeds from
hotter and drier parts of Victoria
in order to boost the genetic

SCOTT ELLIOTT

resilience of our tree plantings.
The future may present us with
many challenges, however
by working together it will be
possible to rise up and seize the
opportunity.
Keep safe and keep fighting the
good fight. ■

Big Welcome to new board member, Gus Hughes
It is with pleasure we
welcome Gus Hughes to
the board of the YYLN.
Gus is not a newbie to Landcare
in our region - he has been an
active participant since cofounding the Madalya Landcare
Group in 1995 after he attended
a couple of Woodside Landcare
meetings to see how it was
done.
He brings a broad range of skills
to our already talented board
including experience with
strategic planning, governance,

policy development and
finance.

support their sheep, beef cattle,
chooks and horses.

He and his wife Lyn bought their
property in Madalya in 1981 and
moved into their self made mud
brick home in 1987.

Gus’s experience in the
community includes many years
as captain of the Jack River Fire
Brigade.

Over the years they have fenced
off large tracts of river frontage,
removed willows, destroyed
truckloads of weeds and
planted over 10,000 trees on
their property alone.

After 30 years as an IT
professional he is now retired
and has more time to devote
one of his primary loves restoring the environment so
that it is left in a better place
than it was when he first moved
onto the land. ■

Their property has been
remodelled to get rid of erosion,
weeds and unproductive land
into tip-top shape able to
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By Jason Pickering

The Corner Inlet
Broadleaf Seagrass
Restoration Project
again kept us very busy,
this time throughout the
2019-2020 summer.
Our restoration and research
sites were identified in early
September 2019 after very
productive and collaborative
discussions between our
assembled restoration team:
University of Western Australia
marine scientists - Dr John
Statton, Renae Hovey and
Professor Gary Kendrick;
University of Melbourne marine
biologist - Dr John Ford; YYLN
staff - Scott Elliott and Jason
Pickering; complimenting the
unequalled local knowledge
and commitment from our
Corner Inlet commercial fishers,
who continue to help drive
the successes gained from this
project.
In mid-December, a newly
designed aquaculture system,
a pair of 2,000 litre tanks
consistently nourished by fresh
seawater, was assembled and
tested pier-side within the
Gippsland Ports Facility at Port

Welshpool. This second-year
hosting partnership is again
indicative of the far-reaching
collaboration and support
offered to this project.
This summer saw a shift
away from directly planting
more advanced seedlings
within sandbags as was the
method of season 2018-2019,

towards direct seeding of
freshly germinated seedlings
or propagules over preprepared restoration sites. This
preparation was to deploy many
sandbag snakes, think ‘doorway
draft-stopper’, but supersized at
2.5m long with a circumference
of almost 400mm and weighing
around 20kg each. The purpose
of the sandbag snakes is to

provide a means for the hand
scattered propagules to when
on the sea floor, become
entrapped or effectively gain
a foothold long enough to
set root into the substrate.
The restoration sites are often
denuded, or barren substrate
and the propagules without this
intervention, have little chance
to set before being swept by
wave or tidal processes into the
deeper channels where they
are removed away and lost to
the system or merely unable to
persist. The volume of sandbag
snakes required each season
is expected to decrease as our
broadleaf seagrass meadows
increase, as they will then
become more self-sufficient in
relation to propagule capture.
Excitingly this methodology
amendment also offers us the
ability to service a far greater
restoration area, as it is far easier
to hand scatter propagules
numbering in their thousands
than it is to plant individual
seedlings into rectangular
sandbags.
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Some fruit will remain in the
Cornet Inlet embayment, but
much of it will be lost to the
system. This could and is often
simply deemed acceptable loss,
but within restoration ecology
when a population is in decline,
intervention is sometimes
needed to reset the pendulum.

By late December several
hundred sandbag snakes had
been filled in the rear yard of
the YYLN office, transported to
numerous sites and finally vessel
deployed. They awaited the
imminent arrival of this season’s
propagules, as did we.
There doesn’t seem to be
a reliable way to precisely
pinpoint when the Broadleaf
Seagrass or Posidonia australis
fruit will appear. It is thought
to be alternate bearing with
boom and lean seasons and
with timelines affected by each
season’s climatic variability. The
fruit form on the parent until
mature, when they dislodge
and due to their buoyancy, float
to the surface where after a
few days of sun and turbulent
exposure, they husk their
buoyant outer casing and the
freshly germinated propagule
sinks back down to the
substrate where the new plant
may colonise if all things work in
its favour.
We waited for a call from
our eyes on Corner Inlet, the
commercial fishers, that the
fruit was appearing on the
ocean surface, we had ensured

that we were ready but had
to be patient as nothing was
happening.
First Christmas eve, a fortnight
later than the previous season,
then New Year’s Day and
we were still waiting. Our
aquaculture tanks were all set,
just requiring the flick of the
pump switch, the sandbag
snakes were all in place, now
suitably acclimatised and yet
still we waited.
This summer had been,
according to the commercial
fishers, an unusual season
full of unseasonable wind
and colder conditions. It had
certainly affected our sandbag
deployment, several times
through rough weather we
were forced to postpone our
plans, often more than once
on the same intended voyage.
Unfortunately, our deployment
day with Gippsland Intrepid
Landcare fell victim to this and
was ultimately lost.
This unusual cooler season
inevitably delayed our fruiting
event and after a few random

sightings, most likely attributed
to storm surge, fruit began to
appear en masse in the first
week of January 2020.
We collected the fruit feverishly,
again assisted by many
committed commercial fishers
who did likewise whilst heading
back in from a days fishing. Our
aquaculture tanks were now
brimming with fruit and after a
few days of sun exposure and
spray bar agitation, the fruit
reliably began to husk, and
the freshly germinated, now
sunken propagules could be
drained from the bottom of the
tanks ready for a more targeted
deployment as opposed to
random abiotic dispersal
dictated by wind and tidal
movements.
Our intervention to set the
propagules where we want
them is a key process in this
restoration project. If left to
natural processes, much of
the fruit will simply drift out of
the entrance and by the time
it husks, the water will be too
deep to sustain the new plant.

After processing the fruit in our
aquaculture tanks, we can get
this deployment timing right
and effectively seed an area
under our terms, this is crucial
in this early project stage of
methodology refinement. It
provides us with an opportunity
to know precisely where some
of the seed has set, and this is
vital for subsequent monitoring
to determine survivorship
and growth rates. It is worth
remembering that the entire
Corner Inlet and Nooramunga
system covers an area of 67,193
ha.
The volume of viable fruit to
refuse or waste organic matter
deposited into the tanks was
highly variable. In the earliest
collections of the season much
of the fruit was immature or
of a poorer quality, perhaps
as proposed earlier, the result
of disturbance or storm surge
activities. The best and most
pure fruit collections were
in the middle of the season,
this was mature fruit and
largely free from too many
depleted or spent husks as was
commonplace within the final
days of fruit collection. All fruit
collections, but in particular
the earlier ones, had a high
volume of fine-leaf seagrass
wrack (Zostera spp.) within
them, again perhaps indicative
of rougher environmental
conditions.
This variability of viable fruit
continued on next page...
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promoted inconsistencies in
seed or propagule yield from
the aquaculture tanks. Yield
survey counts were regularly
performed when draining seed
to calculate the viable seed
quantity per 100ml and this
was then extrapolated out to
estimate per litre rates. A very
conservative, extrapolated
estimate of 1000 seeds per
litre was determined around
the time of the earliest seed
deployments of the season.
This was the period of lowest
volume regarding seed
richness and as a result will be
employed to account for the
absolute minimum or nominal
seed volume dispersal figures
encountered this summer.
In the middle of the season,
the seed/refuse ratio drained
from our aquaculture tanks

was considerably richer in seed
(sometimes by as much as 2
to 3 times the lower value) as
most of the Posidonia australis
fruit collected during this peak
period was ripe and ready to
husk, in contrast, the earlier
and later seed/refuse mixes
drained were both noticeably
lower in viable seed. The lower
values are attributable to either
less available fruit early in the
season or an increased quantity
of already spent husks similarly
caught when collecting fruit
later in the season.
Using the absolute minimal
ratio of 1000 seeds per
litre it is presumed that
a conservative volume
estimation of the Posidonia
australis seed distributed using
direct broadcast techniques
throughout Corner Inlet this

summer was in the vicinity of
157,000 as 157 litres of seed was
drained from our aquaculture
tanks. It is reasonable to expect
that the actual seed deployment
numbers were far greater than
this given periods of higher
yield are not accounted for in
this minimal value.
Throughout January 2020,
this seed was distributed over
eight prepared sites across the
embayment, including sites
offering dynamic changes to
topographies, hydrological
movement, substrate and
adjacent remnant seagrass
vegetation.
A monitoring visit was
conducted in late February by
our restoration team where
each of the sites was revisited
and line transect surveys
were conducted to assess
survivorship and record growth.
The seedlings were very small
and often quite hard to see,
they had in some instances only
been afforded around a month’s
growth, but importantly they
were there. It became apparent
throughout the two days of
monitoring that some sites
had proven more successful
than others. Some sites where
historically broadleaf seagrass
had grown, were perhaps too
dynamic with altered tidal
movements created by shifting
sand bars, some had accreted
too much recent sediment and
some sites were now prone
to more exposure. Our results
indicated successes in our
site preparation and dispersal
methodology but highlighted
the importance of site selection.
A seagrass project celebration
dinner occurred on the evening
of Saturday 22nd February 2020
at Wildfish in Port Albert, to
thank the commercial fishers
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and many other contributors
and volunteers involved in
the project. The night was
well attended and received
by all, including Victorian
State politician Danny O’Brien,
Johnathon Davey - Executive
Director of Seafood Industry
Victoria, and members of the
YYLN Board.
Importantly the night also
provided opportunity to convey
our key learnings and vision for
the future of the project and
I am already looking forward
to the opportunity to develop
these successes further in
summer 2020-2021.
One proposal raised by the
University of Western Australia
contingent is the potential
introduction of SCUBA
facilitated translocation of
rhizomes, allowing the plants
to multiply through vegetative
expansion and not be entirely
reliant on seed dispersal. This
could be of particular use in
restoration locations that now
have altered hydrology and are
perhaps a little too dynamic
for a small propagule to set
without being swept away.
This is a technique that they
have implemented successfully
throughout Australia in other
Posidonia spp. restoration
projects and is well worth
consideration for our project
too.
The project has been delivered
in two phases with phase
one funded by the Victorian
Government (DELWP) via a
Biodiversity OnGround Action
Grant. Phase Two is funded
by the Federal Government’s
Department of Agriculture as
part of the National Landcare
Program’s Smart Farms Grants.
■
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By Harriet Spittle

Harriet Spittle, the
standing chair of Bayside
Intrepid Landcare, has
been an active member
of the Wonyip Landcare
Group in Gippsland ever
since she can remember
due to her parents’
involvement and passion
for the protection of the
environment.
She found events and meetings
difficult to engage with due to
the lack of other young people
participating.
With sponsorship from the
YYLN, Harriet participated in an
Intrepid Landcare leadership
retreat held by Naomi Edwards,
Megan Rowlatt and Kathleen
Brack at Wilsons Promontory.
There she learnt about Intrepid
Landcare and the amazing
possibilities it had to offer.
That was when the idea of
an Intrepid Landcare tribe in
Bayside was born, and so with
the help of some dedicated
and passionate friends, Harriet
established the foundations of
what would hopefully be an
impactful not for profit.
There was clear demand from
local young people for positive
environmental change - 50
members had signed up before
Bayside Intrepid Landcare was
even officially registered!
Bayside Intrepid Landcare
based in Melbourne’s south
east suburbs is a not-for-profit
organisation, consisting of a
team of young people between
the ages of 18-35.
They organise and participate
in socially and environmentally

conscious activities in an effort
to create cleaner environments
for future generations and have
fun whilst doing so!
Bayside Intrepid Landcare is
an entirely youth-run initiative
which seeks to involve younger
generations in environmental
conservation and provide them
with leadership and social
opportunities. They rely on
the goodwill and support of
local communities and have
developed a balance of fun
outdoor social and leisure
activities, as well as hands-on
conservation and fundraising
projects, to get the whole
community involved.

Bayside Intrepid Landcare
is planning various events
and projects that will run
throughout and following the
quarantine. With a focus on
replanting wildlife corridors
lost in the recent fires and
establishing new habitat in
residential areas, Bayside
Intrepid Landcare are always
looking for new projects and
opportunities to improve the
local environmental conditions.
If you are interested in working
with or want to join Bayside
Intrepid Landcare feel free to
reach out! ■
(But you’d better be younger than
35 - Editor)

The first event that Bayside
Intrepid Landcare hosted
was a beach clean-up during
which participants managed to
remove more than ten buckets
of waste which would have
otherwise ended up in the bay.
Bayside Intrepid Landcare
has come together with other
environmental groups in
Melbourne to form BECAN
(Bayside Environmental
Climate Action Network) to
work with the local councils
and the state and federal
governments to represent the
needs of citizens in Bayside.
Bayside Intrepid Landcare’s most
recent event was a campaign to
encourage people of all ages in
Victoria to embrace sustainable
living while isolating due to
COVID-19.
Through the use of
#mygreenquarantine
participants are invited to
submit a photo/video of their
sustainable living practices;
prizes include an array of ecofriendly products donated by
local businesses.
7
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In these days of
COVID-19, Lockdown
and Social Distancing, it
was difficult to arrange an
interview with Kay, so we
sent her a list of questions,
and her answers were
perfect!

Irving, Frankie MacLennan was
secretary and Sally Wight was
elected treasurer.

Kay is very much the ‘glue’ of
the Woodside Landcare Group
– her dedicated determination
and willingness to feed and
nurture us all at each Woodside
Landcare meeting and on so
many other occasions, has
kept our Group strong and
positive for over 30 years. Kay
and Don’s involvement in many
Landcare projects too and
participation in the Drought
Tolerant Pastures group, reflects
their commitment to farming
sustainably on the coastal plain
and with the environment
paramount in their minds.

I acted as Chairman in 1996 and
am now the Catering Officer and
the Events Co-ordinator. Our
Christmas dinners are usually
shared at one of our local
restaurants or hotels but in 2017
we had lunch in Sale and then
went on a river cruise on the
‘Rubeena’ along the Thompson
and Latrobe Rivers and down
to see the historic Swing Bridge
open. In 2019 we went on a
catamaran, the ‘Nooramunga’,
to celebrate our 30 years of
Landcare. We left from Port
Albert and had lunch on board
as we sailed around Corner Inlet.

In Kay’s words:

I am always willing to assist our
Committee in any way, including
booking the hall for our
meetings and collecting the key
to open the hall. Over 30 years,
Don and I have undertaken
many Landcare projects on our
property at Woodside including
planting shelter belts, fencing
native vegetation and many
rabbit and fox control programs.
We also became part of the
Drought Tolerant Pastures
group under the guidance of
Agronomist, Lisa Warn, from
the University of Melbourne’s
Mackinnon Project and
facilitated by Samantha Monks
as Project Officer. We attended
many on-property field days and
many lunches in shearing sheds
where we shared our trials and
tribulations together. We also

“I moved to Woodside on
the 14th March, 1987 when
I married local farmer Don
Belcher, to begin a new chapter
in my life.
I joined the Woodside Red Cross
and then played Saturday
pennant tennis for Woodside
and Tuesday Ladies Tennis
Pennant in Yarram.
On 6th September, 1989 a
public meeting was held in the
Woodside Hall for expressions
of interest from local farmers,
to see if there was enough
interest to form a local
Landcare group. As a result
of this meeting the Woodside
Landcare group was formed and
Don and I joined as members.
Our chairman was Fergus
8

As a result of joining these
different groups, I have met
many wonderful and inspiring
people and made some
amazing friendships. Woodside
Landcare has just celebrated 30
years of continuous service to
the Woodside community.

had two trips to Ararat and I
provided morning tea, which we
had on the side of the road and
lunch in a park somewhere on
our way. We met farmers from
the Perennial Pasture Systems
group and also shared their
experiences.
I am Chairman of Yarram/
Tarra Red Cross and zone
representative which requires
regular trips to Melbourne. I am
the current Zone 7 Chairman
with our zone stretching from
Mallacoota to Yarram, and also
a member of our Emergency
Services team which assists
with Emergencies in relief and
recovery centres.
I am Secretary of the
Woodside/McLoughlin’s Beach
Neighbourhood Watch group

and secretary of the Wellington
Local Government Area of
Neighbourhood Watch. Don
and I are also members of the
Gippsland Hereford group
and I help out at the Woodside
Football Club with catering
for afternoon tea for the club
officials and with Thursday
night dinners for the players and
officials of the club.
I don’t think I have prouder
moments than when I have
been to Government House
on several occasions when the
Woodside Landcare group,
or our members, have been
nominated for State Awards.
I AM JUST SO PROUD to think
that my home cooking is part of
the reason our Landcare group
has survived for 30 years and
...continued on next page
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is still very strong, social and
passionate about Landcare.
I believe that Landcare is a very
worthwhile interest and would
encourage young people to
become involved. It is hugely
rewarding and you meet so
many interesting and creative
and passionate people. Over
the past 30 years the Woodside
Landcare group has played an
integral role in the Woodside
community and we are all
proud of our projects and our
achievements.”

CATERING
“In the beginning our
group meetings were held
at the Woodside Hotel
where we often met for a meal
before the meeting and usually
we had a cup of coffee and
biscuits afterwards. We then
transferred our meetings to the
Woodside Hall and members
brought a plate of supper to
share, but I eventually took
over this role. Our suppers have
made our group very social,
but more importantly they
give our members and guest
speakers the chance to discuss
their problems and what is
happening on their properties,
through drought and fires, the
weather conditions, how much
rain has been received or the
lack of it. This can end up being
quite a competition.
I usually provide homemade
sausage rolls, fresh ham and

salad sandwiches, slices and
often a passionfruit sponge –
which is a favourite with many
of our members along with tea
and coffee.
I think my experience as Red
Cross Emergency Services
Catering Officer has held me in
good stead, as I am able to cater
in old halls, or even on the side
of the road. Catering for these
Field Days plays an important
part of the structure and success
of the day. Our Landcare
facilitators put a large amount
of personal time and effort into
making these days a success.
Everyone is very appreciative
of my efforts and I am always
thanked profusely, including by
the facilitators in their closing
speeches. Perhaps the biggest
event I have managed was an
Evergraze Persistent Pastures
Field Day held in the ‘Warrigal
Creek’ Woolshed and Shearers
Quarters in October 2009 – we
served a spit roast and had over
80 attendees.
I think our group’s 21st birthday
celebrations was a highlight to
be remembered. I co-ordinated
the catering, which consisted of
afternoon tea and an evening
meal. The group ran a bus trip
with two buses visiting local
Landcare properties. We had
coffee mugs with a specially
designed logo for our Woodside
Landcare group which featured
an Ashley MacLennan drawing
of a local and iconic Paddy

Brennan gate. We also sold
bottles of wine with this logo
from our local ‘Toms Cap’
winery. The celebration was a
huge effort from our Committee
and members as we also invited
past members.
I think my biggest challenge
was a Coastal Walk Field Day
along the 90 Mile Beach. We
were given permission to use
the barbecue shelter situated
at McLoughlin’s Beach, which
had power connected. When
we all arrived, the shelter was in
a terrible state, full of rubbish,
dead birds and leaves and
grass. I was left to set up for
lunch in dismay. I walked down
to the home of a friend on the
foreshore and asked if I could
borrow her broom. She was
most surprised but was only too
willing to lend it to me.
I proceeded to sweep out the
shelter, cover the tables with
white sheets I’d brought from
home and put out plates and
coffee mugs. I also placed
camellias on the tables that I
had bought from my garden.
The group were amazed when
they returned to see the urn
boiling, all the food set out,
along with hot pancakes, jam
and cream. I was very proud of
this achievement.
I believe that the secret to
catering and planning for
events is preparation.
All food that can be, needs to be
prepared before the event, even
setting up the venue prior to the
event if possible. These events
and field days all run to a strict
timetable, so having everything
ready when the members arrive
to eat, is crucial for a successful
day.” ■

I would like
to share my
HEDGEHOG RECIPE
with you.
It is simple to make, and
always a favourite for
afternoon teas.
Ingredients
1 packet Marie biscuits (or
gluten free sweet biscuits)
150gm butter
2 beaten eggs
½ cup castor sugar
2 tablespoons coconut
2 tablespoons cocoa
Method
Break biscuits into small
pieces using a blender.
Combine butter, castor sugar,
cocoa and coconut together
in a bowl.
Melt in the microwave for
1-2 mins, then stir, and cool
slightly.
Add 2 beaten eggs and
combine.
Add melted mixture, slowly,
to biscuit crumbs, stirring
until well combined.
Pour mixture into a slice tray
lined with baking paper,
press flat with the back of
a spoon dipped in boiling
water.
Refrigerate until slice
hardens 2-3 hours at least,
but preferably overnight.
Ice with chocolate icing and
top with coconut.
Alternatively you can use
melted chocolate, combined
with copha or cooking oil.
ENJOY!!!!
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Addressing the impacts
of climate change can be
overwhelming, but there
are already many things
that Landcare can do to
help nature adapt to a
changing climate.
Greening Australia and the
Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning
(DELWP) has been working
with a range of organisations
to develop guidelines for
community groups and
agencies to build Climate Future
Plots to improve the resilience
of plants in Victoria to climate
change.
Climate Future Plots are
areas of revegetated and
restored land that include
plant genetics from different
climates, making our natural
environment more able to
adapt to a changing climate.
This means that, as the
climate changes, these plant
communities will be better
equipped to change with it.
By including and monitoring
the success of a mixture of local
and climate pre-adapted plant
types (such as seed from hotter
and drier climates) the plots
aim to enhance the resilience
of natural landscapes to the
changing climate and to actively
inform future restoration and
biodiversity conservation
management.
Benefits of Climate Future
Plots:
• Develop climate-resilient
habitat by creating natural
areas that maintain ecosystem
function in uncertain climate
scenarios.
10

• Act as nursery sites due to
their high genetic diversity.

legacy of habitat clearing and
fragmentation.

• Enable testing of predictions
and proposed management
strategies under a changing
climate.

We are already seeing a shift in
flora communities in Australia
and globally as a result of
climate change, resulting in
forest, woodland, wetland and
grassland declines at scale.
This has a negative effect on
ecosystem health and related
socio-economic and cultural
values.

• Inform future adaptive
management by showing
how species respond to
climate interventions.
• Enable community
engagement and awareness
by providing opportunities to
work together.
In order to understand the
need for Climate Future Plots,
it is important to consider how
climate change will impact
Gippsland’s plant species.
The most effective way to
protect Gippsland’s biodiversity
is to maintain native vegetation
in a healthy condition.
Achieving this will be thwarted
by climate change and the

The impact of climate
change on plants requires
an understanding of the
plant’s lifecycle, including the
plant’s requirements during
different life stages, particularly
during germination, early
establishment and once fully
grown. For most species this is
currently poorly understood.
Climate Future Plots will allow
us to gain this knowledge across
species and through time.

Factors to consider include:
• Climate change is expected
to have a significant influence
on flowering time and seed
production, which will affect
seed availability and viability,
as well as pollination and seed
dispersal.
• Climate change is likely to
influence the ability of plants
to germinate and recruit into
the landscape.
• Climate extremes will play an
important role in influencing
plant survival. Furthermore,
declines of one species
may in turn influence the
health of wider vegetation
communities.

Is it okay to
intervene?
Intervention in an ecosystem by
introducing species or different
provenances isn’t simple. Any
...continued on next page
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in the number of days with
temperatures above 35 degrees.
The CSIRO has produced a
number of climate analogues
which are areas that experience
similar climatic conditions, but
which may be separated in
space or time that is, with past
or future climates. According
to the CSIRO, even under a
best-case scenario the climate
analogue for Sale would be
Wagga Wagga by 2050.

them survive the changing
climate.

What is the Yarram Yarram
Landcare Network doing to
future-proof plantings?

intervention must be done
carefully, especially in highvalue conservation areas. Some
might say we should leave
nature to fight its own battles,
as it has done for millennia. But
there has been considerable
human intervention over the
last 200 years – for example,
we routinely manage pest
plants and animals, and forest
managers have introduced
Eucalypt species not normally
found in the state.
Natural selection, Darwin’s
well-accepted theory, allows
for the strengthening of old
species and the evolution of
new species. But it depends on
the evolution of – and ready
exchange of – genetic material.
We can help our fragmented
and otherwise imperilled native
ecosystems by exposing plants
to their own genetic variants, to
allow them access to this natural
evolutionary process and help

The Yarram Yarram Landcare
Network is already taking steps
to develop a Climate Future Plot
at Darriman that will be planted
this season. The first step in this
process was to define project
goals for the planting: in this
instance revegetating a new
area in a fragmented landscape
by planting a variety of species
from seed collected in the local
area plus a range of locations
from northern Victoria that are
currently similar to predicted
future climates at the project
site. The seed mix will also
include seeds from wetter
parts of the network as per the
guidelines and to make sure
there aren’t other factors at play,
above and beyond rainfall.

YYLN is responding to these
forecasts, by incorporating
seed from the hotter and drier
climate of North-West Victoria
plus wetter areas to see whether
this may have an impact also.
Our restoration site in Darriman
will be set up and monitored to
ensure that all observations are
recorded. During planting the
site will be thoroughly mapped
and the non-local provenance
seed put into separate areas and
marked. After planting the site

will be revisited during summer
and extreme events and plant
vitality recorded.
It is hoped in years to come that
the work of the Yarram Yarram
Landcare Network and other
environmental organisations
across the world will help to
future-proof tree plantings. To
not act would risk overseeing
the irreversible decline of our
forests, woodlands and wetland
environments. ■
More information about
Climate Plots is available on
the Greening Australia website:
https://www.greeningaustralia.
org.au
The article is based on an excerpt
from ‘Establishing Victoria’s
Ecological Infrastructure: A Guide
to Creating Climate Future Plots,’
produced by Greening Australia
and DELWP. It has been adapted
for South Gippsland by YYLN
Coordinator, Scott Elliott.

These plantings will also have
a flow-on impact by making
existing vegetation resilient to
climate change by enhancing
gene flow into our project area.
Climate predictions for Central
Gippsland by 2050 show that
there will be a reduction in
winter rainfall, more intense
flood events and an increase
11
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Yarram
Urban
Yarram Urban Landcare group
has continued to focus most of
its activities on the revitalisation
of the Yarram Bicentennial
Botanical Gardens at the rear
of the Nightingale Estate on
Commercial Rd, Yarram.
A set of picnic tables was
commissioned from the Yarram
Mens Shed and in October
Trevor Colvin, Paul Savage and
Peter Hill installed the heavy
tables in the gardens.
Our December meeting was
spent socialising with a picnic
meal involving our first use of
the picnic tables as a group.
New member Robert Anderson
has compiled a draft list of the
indigenous and native species
he recognised in the gardens
and we are working towards
complementing these with
recommended indigenous
species to consolidate the
gardens as an illustration of the
district’s original vegetation.
Trevor engaged the contractor
who mows the paddock for the
Nightingale Trust to extend the
area mown into the gardens and
around the picnic tables.
A larger sign to indicate the
tables and the public gardens
was proposed and is under
construction.
Revitalising the gardens’
understory vegetation with
suitable indigenous plants has
been the focus of our regular
Wednesday morning activities
with continued contributions
from Robert, Anne, Jeff and
Glenda, Peter and Sally-Ann
Henderson and has resulted in
the planting of a number of Poa
12

Our most recent meeting was
to have been on March 24 but
because of directions from YYLN
and Landcare Victoria Inc. on
March 23 was delayed until after
the lifting of the COVID19 State
of Emergency. ■

Wonyip
The new Bratuaulung Forest
Park has been sign posted at the
southern entrance at Wonyip.
The deep gullies either side of
the Grand Ridge Road were
known as the ‘Cores and Links’
for many decades providing
labillardieri plants donated by
Jenny Wolswinkel.
We also looked at the area at
the Tarra River bridges on the
South Gippsland Highway to see
if noxious weed and blackberry
reduction could be a project
for us.
Information on evidence of
the significance of the area to
the GunaiKurnai was sought
from the Yarram Historical
Society with the intention of
seeking input from GLaWAC. It
was eventually decided to be
too large a task for our small
group without significant input
from WGCMA and adjoining
landholders and has been put
on the long term ‘to do’ list.

the spine for the park. Hancock
Plantations are harvesting and
replanting one last time before
handing back the area to DELWP
to manage. As well as being a
superb environmental carbon
sink and recreation territory,
it provides water to Toora and
Welshpool via the Agnes River
and Dingo creek. The TooraGunyah Road is worth a visit
with huge Mountain Ash still
standing as silent sentinels to
remind us of the forests of the
past and what we could grow
again. ■
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Woodside
The areas of Woodside,
Darriman and Giffard have
received pleasing summer rains
which have nourished pasture,
remnants and plantations.
Hopefully they will be followed
up by good autumn and winter
rainfall as the sub soil moisture
across the Landcare group has
been dry for a couple of years
and there has been very little
runoff into streams and dams.
Some members have held over
Landcare works since 2018 as
the ground has been too dry.
The YYLN Jack Smith Lake
Restoration project has received
funding under the Victorian
Landcare Grants program
for $20,000. Fencing and
revegetation activities will take
place at five properties in the
Woodside Landcare Group area
around the vicinity of Jack Smith
Lake.
Woodside Landcare began
2020 with a February meeting
in the 101 year old Giffard West
Hall. The group which usually
meets in the Woodside Hall
has members from Giffard and
Darriman so we decided to
have one meeting each year

at Giffard West to support the
hall and community. At this
February meeting David Akers
from Friends of Tarra-Bulga gave
a very interesting talk and slide
show. David began his talk with
a history of the development of
the park and showed some very
early photos. Bulga Park was
established in 1904 and Tarra
Valley in 1909. They gradually
were enlarged and finally
merged in 1986. The Visitors
Centre was built in 1991 and the
Friends of Tarra-Bulga formed
in 1994. Since then a team of
dedicated volunteers from the
friends group has manned the
Visitors Centre and conducted
regular working bees to help
Parks Victoria care for the park.
For twenty two years the Friends
of Tarra-Bulga have conducted
a lyrebird survey which is
oversubscribed by volunteers
wanting to help. They have also
conducted long term photo
monitoring of revegetation at
twelve points across the park
which provides valuable data
to Parks Victoria about issues
such as regeneration after fire or
weed infestation.
The friends group has also been
involved in planting Mountain
Ash into degraded parts of the
park including areas burnt on
Black Saturday. Large wire trees
guards have been developed
to deter ever resourceful
wallabies. The group also
helps control invasive species
like the Sycamore Maple tree
that is a remnant from early
settler’s gardens. This type of
work can be very difficult for
the volunteer group as they
have to deal with steep terrain
and thick undergrowth. They
have received some funding
from Communities for Nature
Grants and have some ongoing

HAVING FUN CELEBRATING 30 YEARS.

assistance from Parks Victoria
staff.

Landcare coffee mug by
member Jenny Wolswinkel.

Six years ago the friends group
received funding to set up eight
remote sensor cameras across
the park to monitor wildlife.
David showed footage from
these cameras which revealed
night life in the park including
brush tailed possums, swamp
wallabies, koalas, antechinus,
sugar gliders, lyrebirds and long
nosed bandicoots. Worryingly
the cameras also picked up
foxes and cats. One cat was
obviously a local domestic cat as
it had a collar.

Woodside Landcare is a strong
and social Landcare group that
has a wide variety of members
and welcomes new people
to join us in improving and
learning about the surrounding
environment.

Woodside members enjoyed
learning about the work that the
Friends of Tarra Bulga do to help
improve and monitor the park.
They are an inspirational group
of volunteers who achieve
impressive results. Woodside
members enjoyed sharing a
hearty supper with David at the
conclusion of the meeting. He
was presented with a Woodside

Woodside Landcare members
recently celebrated the group’s
thirtieth year of landcare with
a cruise on the catamaran
“Nooramunga” out of Port
Albert. Members enjoyed
cruising around Corner Inlet
out towards Clonmel, Sunday
and Snake Islands and the
entrance. Wilsons Promontory
provided a stunning backdrop
to the blue waters of the Inlet
and the golden beach sands.
Boat owners Wynne and Carol
Hobson were excellent hosts
and provided many interesting
facts on the history and
geography of the magnificent
Corner Inlet and Nooramunga
Coastal and Marine Park.
Woodside members have won
several Landcare awards and
the group is still strong after
three decades. There was much
to celebrate as the members
enjoyed their scenic voyage on
the “Nooramunga”. ■
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Merriman
Creek
Our Christmas barbecue
meeting was held in late
November, thanks to the
hospitality provided by Lyn and
Greg Avery. It was a great social
occasion and was enjoyed by all.
Our meeting in early March
was well attended with Scott
Elliott, our Network Coordinator,
also coming along. The group
discussed potential new
project ideas for future funding
opportunities.
The group is also excited
with the newly funded multi
species cropping project,
which has an EOI process for
interested participants about to
commence.
One of our members was
fortunate to receive support
from the Communities
Environment Program to
revegetate a 500m x 35m
shelterbelt. Members of our
group will be involved with
the planting effort during May.
With tree planting quite a ‘social
distancing’ task, this activity will
go ahead. The date of our next
group meeting will be decided
when the COVID-19 restrictions
are lifted. ■

Albert River
The two community projects
our group commenced in
2017, the Minnie Ha Ha Falls at
Hiawatha and the reinvigorated
Albert River Reserve at the
Alberton Bridge, are currently
looking very impressive with
all the beautiful rain since
Christmas.
Hiawatha looks a picture with
14

MERRIMAN CREEK MEMBERS AT THEIR CHRISTMAS MEETING

the colourful and healthy
growth of the tree ferns and
more recently mowing of all the
camping area and the growth of
the 300 trees planted in August
2017 on the banks of the Jeffrey
Creek, which links into the
Albert River at the falls.
The new addition of 40 large
boulders (bollards) have been
strategically placed around the
falls area, to prevent campers
from setting up in front of the
falls. It certainly has enhanced
the popular reserve. The
Landcare information signs
mounted last year on the toilet
block keep the visitors informed.
Many thanks to our partners;
Wellington Shire Council, HVP,
Albert River Landcare group
and the WGCMA for their great
input.

The Albert River Reserve (John
Crew Memorial Park) is also
looking neat and tidy after recent
mowing from Vic Roads and our
Landcare group on their zero turn
mowers to keep the abundant
grass under control. This is a
well used stop over location for a
picnic lunch, overnight stay with
good clean toilet facilities and
a launching spot for kayaks and
small boats into the Albert River
for a short journey towards Port
Albert. Discussions have been
held with Vic Roads engineer
Colin Scammell, former Yarram
resident, in regards to a cement
launching pad and a sealed 600
metre track along the river edge.
Regretfully those two projects
have been put ‘on hold’ due to the
enormous road damage in East
Gippsland during the fires. ■
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By Elizabeth Mellick

The Wettenhall
Environment Trust
(WET) landscape
restoration program
has been going since
2007 and currently
supports seven projects
(sometimes eight) under
its Landscape Restoration
program.
These include Connecting
Country (Castlemaine region),
Beyond Bolac (around Lake
Bolac in the west), Loddon
Plains Landcare Network
(GOANNA Project, north of
Bendigo), Swamps Rivers and
Ranges (north east around
Wangaratta), the long- running
Regent Honeyeater Project
in the Lurg Hills near Benalla,
and of course the JARR project.
Wetland Revival is just joining us
and completing their Blueprint
for Action. The LEAF project run

by the Upper Barwon Landcare
Network and the Otway
Agroforestry Network has been
inactive but are interested
in re-starting their Linking
Environment and Farms project
(LEAF).
The original intent of our
program, which we set up with
Connecting Country in 2007,
was to support a group with
its committee and its rules,
pay wages for a worker, help
produce a Biodiversity Blueprint
document, and plan for the
future. After helping a group to
secure on-ground works funds
from government, we could
then retreat, continuing to
provide governance support in
the background.
In reality, the federal funding
environment changed, large
three or four year funding
opportunities dried up, and
some groups struggled to pull
in these on-ground grants
for habitat restoration. We’ve

Group and Project

Staff

WET
Funding

Connecting Country

1 ft, 4
pt

$120,000

Yarram Yarram Landcare Network
(JARR)

1 ft, 1
pt

$210,000

Beyond Bolac

1 pt

$140,000

Upper Barwon Landcare Network
and Otway Agroforestry Network
(LEAF)

1 ft

$120,000

Loddon Plains Landcare Network
(GOANNA)

1 ft

$184,000

Swamps Rivers and Ranges

1 pt

$236,000

Regent Honeyeater Project

1 ft

$236,000

Wetland Revival

0

$13,000

had to keep issuing grants for
wages to keep staff employed.
Groups and their projects didn’t
grow and expand as the years
went by. It has been all ups
and downs. It still is all ups and
downs, and long term funding is
as tenuous as ever.
Wettenhall has spent around
$1.25m on our groups so far,

and we try to track what funds
the groups are attracting from
elsewhere - we think around
$14m to date. So the leveraging
capacity of our small grants is
quite strong.
The YYLN team has always
been really active in engaging
with Wettenhall, keeping me
informed, and reaching out for
help when needed. ■

WET BOARD MEMBERS, CEO AND PARTICIPANTS IN THEIR LANDSCAPE RESTORATION PROJECT AT THEIR ANNUAL GET-TOGETHER.
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Victorian
Landcare Grants.
The 2019/20 batch of Victorian
Landcare Grants are now up and
running at two sites in the YYLN.

Improving Biodiversity
Outcomes at Jack Smith
Lake
The first is the Jack Smith
Lake Project in the Woodside/
Darriman region of the
network. Five landowners are
participating in the project,
which combines fencing
remnant vegetation and highly
sensitive areas in the western
portion of Jack Smith Lake
Reserve with revegetation.
By planting native tubestock
and direct seeding this will
create a new wildlife corridor
on what is currently an unused
road leading to the lake.
Connecting remnant patches of
vegetation with new plantings
will further improve biodiversity
outcomes for Jack Smith Lake –
a nationally significant wetland
for waterbirds and habitat
for the critically-endangered
Orange Bellied Parrot. Direct
seeding on the Balderstone
property, Warrigal Creek, will
be the Yarram Yarram Landcare
Network’s first foray into Climate
Future Plots.
In accordance with recently
distributed guidelines from the
Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning
and Greening Australia, local
botanist Jenny Wolswinkel is
working with YYLN to source
seed from hotter and drier parts
of Victoria’s north-west. The aim
of these plots is to future-proof
tree plantings by incorporating

NEW FENCE, READY FOR
PLANTING
PROTECTED VEGETATION NEAR JACK SMITH LAKE

DOGWOODS AND FENCING
AT VLG PROJECT
FENCE TO PROTECT JACK SMITH LAKE RESERVE

FENCING NEAR
BRUTHEN CREEK

FENCE TO WEST OF JACK SMITH LAKE

seeds from ‘climate analogues,’
or areas that will have a similar
climate to Yarram in 30, 40 or 50
years time.

Local seed will still form the
mainstay of the planting and
further details on this innovative
approach are contained on page

10 in the article, How to Future
Proof our Tree Plantings.
In total, the fencing component
of the project will span 2.2
kilometres and protect more
than 150 acres of remnant
vegetation in addition to

For further information on any of these projects or Invasive Plant & Animal matters please contact: Jason Pickering,
YYLN Project Officer - Mob. 0429 775 875 or Email jasonp@wgcma.vic.gov.au
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preventing unwanted stock and
vehicular movements onto the
western foreshore of Jack Smith
Lake.

Creating New Wildlife
Corridors on the Bruthen
Creek
Fencing is now complete at the
Dyer property on the Bruthen
Creek in Carrajung Lower. The
project is generating significant
interest in this corner of
Gippsland, given it was formerly
operated as a pine plantation.
As would be expected, the
former pine plantation land is
providing its own challenges
in terms of dogwood trees that
have sprung up in cleared areas,
however YYLN is working closely
with the property owners to
ensure that the 4 hectare site
is ready to take around 3500
trees this winter after the key
frost season has passed. The
total length of fencing is over 1
kilometre.
This project will create new
habitat by revegetating fenced
areas of riparian creek frontage
and fencing to prevent future
stock access. Eucalypt species
will be planted to provide
ideal habitat and food for
the Strzelecki Koala while
understorey species will stabilise
the banks of the Bruthen Creek.
An ephemeral tributary on the
property has been earmarked
for future fencing leading from a
steep part of the property onto
the creek. Five nesting boxes
will be installed to provide
immediate habitat for Greater
Glider and areas of woody
weeds on the property (namely
blackberry) will be sprayed
to facilitate access for future
plantings and improve habitat
conditions.

Victorian Landcare Grants
are funded by DELWP via the
WGCMA.

Biodiversity OnGround Action
– Woody Weed
Control
This important, collaborative
weed eradication project
targeting Blackberry, Gorse
and Box Thorn within the Jack
River, Albert River and Tarra
River catchment areas has been
delivering fantastic outcomes.
The aim is to encourage whole
neighbourhoods, including both
private and public landholders
to control weeds together,
greatly reducing the chance of
re-infestation and subsequent
spread in following seasons.

BEFORE WEED CONTROL AT GARDEN FARM, HIAWATHA

Eradicating woody weeds within
a habitat supports a cleaner,
more attractive landscape, and
helps to deliver a greater native
fauna and flora diversity within
the forest understorey.
The presence of these weeds
could severely limit the ability
of native fauna to move freely
throughout their natural
range and may have serious
consequences on access to
vital foraging and reproduction
territories, which in time might
adversely affect overall species
dispersal.
Weed species are typically
dominant competitors and
as such, early colonisers of
disturbed ground. Their removal
encourages habitat recovery,
supporting recolonisation
of indigenous vegetation
contained within the residual
soil seedbank.

AFTER WEED CONTROL AT GARDEN FARM, HIAWATHA

Woody weed removal also
promotes a reduction in pest
pressure as they provide a
recognised habitat for invasive
and destructive pests such as
foxes and rabbits. This benefits
in the form of reduced land
degradation and interspecific
competition for resources.
This project continues to be well
accepted and from the number
of signed agreements it is
apparent that local landholders
have really appreciated the
financial support available
to help control their weed
infestations. Around four fifths

of available funding allocations
have been claimed so far. This
is a fantastic outcome towards
delivering extensive woody
weed control within our area.
It is not too late to still be
involved with this project. We
can provide you with a part
payment of 50% of costs (not
exceeding a total contribution
of $900 inc.GST per landholder).
This can be used to fund
herbicide, contractors or your
own labour.
As participation opportunities
are becoming limited, we are
nearing project completion,

For more information about what types of species work best in your area please go to: www.yylnreveg.org
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so be quick to secure your
allocation if you require
assistance.
For further information or to
discuss your eligibility in this
rewarding project, contact:
Jason Pickering, Project Officer
at YYLN
Mobile: 0429 775 875 Email:
jasonp@wgcma.vic.gov.au
This project was funded under
the Biodiversity On-Ground
Action Program, administered
by DELWP.

Golden Creek
Preparations are currently
underway to plant an additional
2500 trees at the Golden Creek
project site in Binginwarri. Last
year saw the removal of a large
clump of willow trees from 3
kilometres of creek frontage on
the property, which provided
ideal riparian planting sites near
the creek.
Property owners Ken Cody and
Deb Vickers report that the
initial round of 6000 seedlings
that went into the ground last

winter are doing very well,
following perfectly timed rain
over the past nine months.
These trees were planted with
the assistance of YYLN, GLaWAC
and Hedley Range Services.
Property owners Ken and
Deb are also keen to fence
an additional tributary of the
Golden Creek which forms
a chain of ponds on their
property. Local ornithologist
Dallas Wyatt will revisit the
property this year to assess what
bird species have moved back
onto the Golden Creek. This will
be particularly interesting as the
revegetated sites start to create
new habitat.
The West Gippsland Catchment
Management Authority is also
keenly tracking the progress of
this project, having completed
a drone flyover prior to willow
removal and with plans to
complete another flyover in
several years time.
Funding for this project was
received from DELWP as part
of the Biodiversity On-Ground
Action program with additional
support from the WGCMA.

Wettenhall
Environment
Trust Water
Monitoring
Project
YYLN have completed two
rounds of water monitoring
at sites across the Jack and
Albert River catchments. YYLN
Project Officer Jason Pickering
designed the monitoring
program to take into account
the headwaters, mid-section
and estuarine environments of
the river systems. The monthly
testing regime takes place at
six sites and includes analysis
of dissolved oxygen, turbidity,
electrical conductivity, pH and
phosphorus.
Additional water samples are
collected for each site and sent
to a laboratory in Melbourne
for testing to tease apart the
specific concentrations of
nitrogen at each site, a key
marker for fertiliser. The sites
closely match some of the
previous Waterwatch testing
sites, that built up a bank of data
over the past 25 years.
It is hoped that the project will
be able to take these samples
and compare them with
previous testing (including
Waterwatch) in order to better
understand what water quality
improvements have occurred
in the JARR catchment, but also
to identify specific geographic
areas for future works.

EUCALYPTS SPRING TO LIFE ON THE GOLDEN CREEK PROPERTY

Further testing and analysis
are still required before any
conclusions can be drawn
from the data, however we are

TOP OF ALBERT RIVER

hopeful to have a clearer insight
into water quality by the middle
of 2020.
This project is funded by the
Wettenhall Environment Trust
under its Small Environmental
Grants Program.

Corner Inlet
Broadleaf
Seagrass
Restoration
Project
YYLN continues to push ahead
with its plans for the summer
2020/21 seagrass restoration
season. As mentioned on
Page 4 (Corner Inlet Seagrass),
the project team have been
particularly buoyed by
the success of our chosen
restoration methodology which
uses sandbag snakes to create
areas of slackwater.
Our academic partners from the
University of Melbourne and
University of Western Australia
continue to provide solid
guidance in terms of how we
capitalise on our initial success.
The next step in the project will
be to re-engage with Corner

For more information about our JARR projects please go to: www.jarrproject.org
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direct seeding given the volume
of tidal movement. We have
earmarked existing broadleaf
seagrass meadows that would
benefit from translocation,
and one such site lies just off
the Sunday Island jetty within
earshot of Port Albert.

MAX LAUB SPREADING SEED

NEVILLE CLARKE COLLECTING
SEED BY DIPPING

Inlet’s commercial fishers to
decide on new project sites,
including areas which may be
accessible via SCUBA diving or
from the shoreline. This season
there will be a renewed focus on
sites out of Port Albert and Port
Franklin.
The UWA contingent have
led a number of underwater
broadleaf seagrass translocation
projects in Western Australia
and NSW. Whilst this method
is more time consuming and
expensive than direct seeding
into areas of sandbags, some
areas are simply unsuitable for

YYLN are planning to undertake
another monitoring event
in August (pending social
distancing requirements), to
ascertain how our seedlings
stood up to the winter storms.
Much like terrestrial tree
plantings which face their
biggest hurdle in surviving
summer, broadleaf seagrass is
particularly prone to dieback
during the cooler winter months
in Corner Inlet.
Our project is now drawing
interest from the global seagrass
restoration network and the
project team was honoured to
be invited to the World Seagrass
Congress in Annapolis, USA this
August. Although the congress
has been delayed for 12 months,
the project team is particularly
excited at the prospect of
sharing our knowledge with
the global network of seagrass
restorers and to view the
fantastic achievements on
Chesapeake Bay, considered
the world’s most successful,
large-scale restoration project
to re-establish communities of
eelgrass and the native oyster in
the bay.
The Corner Inlet Broadleaf
Seagrass Restoration Project
has been delivered in two
phases with phase one funded
by the Victorian Government
(DELWP) via a Biodiversity
OnG-round Action Grant. Phase
Two is funded by the Federal

Government’s Department
of Agriculture as part of the
National Landcare Program’s
Smart Farms Grants.

Communities
Environment
Program
YYLN received funding under
the Federal Government’s
Communities Environment
Program to plant 5500 trees
at six sites across the network
to improve koala habitat.
The chosen planting sites are
located at Hiawatha, Darriman,
Giffard, Stradbroke, Devon
North and Carrajung and the
species list is heavily weighted
towards eucalypts to improve
koala habitat and food sources.
This project will improve
and restore 16.6 hectares of
Strzelecki Koala habitat at the
six farms and it also involves 4
hectares of woody weed control
(blackberry and gorse control)
using contractors and 400
metres of fencing for remnant
vegetation protection and to
establish new revegetation sites.

Mentoring
Program
Two planned activities for the
Mentoring Program have had
to be postponed until later in
2020, owing to the COVID-19
pandemic. The first was a bus
trip that was scheduled for April
and the second a Whole Farm
Planning workshop.
Participants have reported
to YYLN that they found the
program particularly important
to assist them with planting
shelter belts and indigenous
trees and the opportunity
to visit established farms
gave them the motivation to
continue on their Landcare
journeys.
Other activities completed
by mentees as a result of the
program include: fencing to
keep cattle out of water courses,
improved soil health, weed
control and practical rotational
grazing techniques.
The project is supported
by funding from the West
Gippsland CMA. ■

MENTORS AND MENTEES CONSIDERING NEW AGROFORESTRY
PLANTINGS AT AMBER CREEK FARM

For further information on any of these projects or Invasive Plant & Animal matters please contact: Jason Pickering,
YYLN Project Officer - Mob. 0429 775 875 or Email jasonp@wgcma.vic.gov.au
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by Cousin Wally

Cousin Wally

especially rice cultivation, as
well as ruminant digestion
and manure management
associated with domestic
livestock.
Nitrous oxide. A powerful
greenhouse gas produced
by soil cultivation practices,
especially the use of commercial
and organic fertilizers, fossil
fuel combustion, nitric acid
production, and biomass
burning.

Do I have a carbon
footprint and if not do I
need one?
In order to more fully answer
this question, we need to take a
little science lesson.
Imagine sitting in a car on a
sunny day. You will notice that
it is much warmer inside the
car than when you get out of
the car. This is because the sun’s
rays heat up the car and some
of the heat is trapped in the car
resulting in the temperature
in the car being warmer than
outside. We are able to vary how
much heat we release from the
car by how many windows we
open and hence we have some
control over the temperature
inside the car.
The earth’s atmosphere is
made up of several layers and
these layers contain a mixture
of many gases. These layers
act as a shell around the earth.
Different gases have a different
effect when the sun’s light rays
strike them. Some reflect the
rays, some allow the rays to pass
through, all to varying degrees.
This also applies to the sun’s rays
which are reflected off earth and
back into the atmosphere.
The atmospheric shell
20

surrounding the earth controls
the amount of the sun’s rays
which reach earth. Scientists
have found that there are
some gases in the atmosphere
which prevent heat from
escaping from earth. Hence
by controlling the amount of
these gases in the atmosphere
we could control the
temperature on earth, just as
we can control the heat inside
the car by opening or closing
the windows. The result due
to this change in the balance of
gases is commonly referred to
as Climate Change.
These gases are commonly
referred to as greenhouse gases
(GHG). The most important of
these gases are listed below.
Carbon dioxide (CO2). Carbon
dioxide is released through
natural processes such as
respiration and volcano
eruptions and through human
activities such as deforestation,
land use changes, and burning
fossil fuels. This is the most
important long-lived "forcing"
of climate change.
Methane. A gas produced both
through natural sources and
human activities, including
the decomposition of wastes
in landfills, agriculture, and

Chlorofluorocarbons (CFCs).
Synthetic compounds entirely
of industrial origin used in a
number of applications such as
aerosol cans, but now largely
regulated in production and
release to the atmosphere by
international agreement.
Currently climate change is
having the effect of increasing
the earth temperature,
commonly referred to as
Global Warming.
Life and earthly activities
as we know them today are
controlled by the temperatures
experienced on earth. Hence
global warming will and is
changing life on earth. Some
plants and creatures behaviours
are changing and many are
becoming extinct. Sea levels
are rising. Weather patterns
are becoming more extreme
which is adversely affecting,
among other things, agricultural
production. It is generally
agreed that climate change
will significantly change earth
and all its plants and creatures
forever.

What is a Carbon Footprint?
Now to define a carbon
footprint. A carbon footprint
is a measure of how much
greenhouse gas a person is
responsible for causing per year.

This is measured in equivalent
tonnes of carbon dioxide.
The higher one’s carbon
footprint the higher the effect
on climate change.
Studies on climate change have
generally concluded that we
need to minimise each person’s
carbon footprint to below 2
tonnes by 2050 in order to keep
global warming increase below
2°C. Hence to avoid global
warming completely we need to
minimise our footprint to well
below 2 tonnes.
Currently the Australian
population is responsible
for approximately 1% of
greenhouse gases. With
Australians being 0.3% of
the world population this
results in our average carbon
footprint being about 23
tonnes! This is the highest
average footprint in the
world.

How do we reduce our
carbon footprint?
If we look at some of the most
common sources of greenhouse
gasses, then by limiting the use
of these will reduce our carbon
footprint.
Stationary Energy. Contributes
approximately 50% of Australia’s
GHG. Due to the use of coal, gas
and diesel to produce electricity.
Wood fired components.
Transportation. Contribute
approximately 15% of Australia’s
GHG. Due to the use of cars,
trucks, ships, trains, planes.
Agriculture. Approximately
15% of Australia’s GHG is due to
agriculture.
Other aspects such as Fugitive
Emissions (e.g. leakage of
chemicals), Industrial Processes,
Waste, Land use Change
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and Forestry. Contribute
approximately 30% of Australia’s
GHG

Other Factors
Population growth results
in increased production and
waste and hence increased
greenhouse gas levels.
Population growth control
would be a major factor in the
control of climate change.
Climate change has always
been a natural phenomenon on
earth over millions of years but
human influence over the last
150 years has been shown as
a major contributor to a rapid
increase in its rate of change.

What can we do?
Replace carbon burning
power stations with
alternatives such as solar
panels and wind farms.
Avoid where possible
purchasing products which
require transport over long
distances.
Cut down on our waste. Avoid
packaging where possible.
Australia produces 8.2 million
tons of food waste each
year due to over production,
improper storage or transport,
over purchasing by the user.
Consider the foods we eat.
How much CO2 was released in
growing, packing, transporting
and cooking it. Did you know
that if you ate a bacon and salad
sandwich each day for lunch the
annual CO2 emissions resulting
from producing the contents of
the sandwich would result in the
release of a quarter of a tonne
of CO2 into the atmosphere.
Refer to this video link to see
why “footprint/https://youtu.be/
jRQEi-C5GDg”.
Meat production is responsible

for a considerable amount of
greenhouse gasses. In Australia
the beef industry has reduced its
carbon emissions considerably
over the last 30 years by better
farming practices. Continuing
to improve our farming
methods can reduce emissions
to almost zero. See this video
“https://www.abc.net.au/news/
rural/2019-06-08/carbonneutral-livestock-achievable-by2030-says-mla/11046592”
The following are some
examples of carbon emissions
resulting from farming,
transport, processing and
retailing of meat products.
Eating 200gm of lamb each day
equates to 2.7 Tonnes of CO2
per year. 200gm of beef each
day this equates to 1.9 Tonnes of
CO2 per year. 200gm of chicken
each day this equates to 0.5
Tonnes of CO2 per year
So better farming practices,
buying local produce to reduce
transport, vary the type of meat,
buy meat which is not packaged
on plastic trays and wrapped in
plastic will all help to lower our
carbon footprint.
Growing our own vegetables
and fruit will eliminate carbon
emissions from the use of
agricultural machinery,
transport, packaging and
storage resulting in a saving of
about 0.5 tonnes of CO2 per
person per year.
Consider how much we use our
car and the type a car we use.
Based on driving 10,000 km
each year in our car. If the car is
a Toyota Corolla Hybrid this will
produce 1 tonne CO2. If the car
is a Toyota Kluger it will produce
1.9 tonne of CO2.
Consider the Electrical
appliances in our homes. If we
have an average of 4x100 watt

N

lights on it the house for 6 hours
each day, using incandescent
bulbs, the production of the
electricity equates to 0.85
tonnes of CO2 over 12 months.
If equivalent LED bulbs are
used this would equate to 0.17
tonnes of CO2. Purchase high
efficiency and good quality white
goods they will use less power
and last much longer.
Wear clothes until they wear
out rather than buying too keep
up with the fashions. Clothing
fashion is just a scheme
developed by the clothing
industry to keep them rich.
By adopting better maintenance
of equipment, improved work
place practices, reduce waste
by recycling, limit purchasing
non-essential goods, limit land
clearing will all lead to lowering
our carbon footprint.

Carbon Offsets
Nearly all plants, through
photosynthesis, absorb carbon
dioxide from and release
oxygen to the atmosphere.
The plants convert this carbon
into wood. Approximately
135 million hectares of the
Australian forested areas have
be cleared in the past 200 years.
To absorb the levels of carbon
dioxide we currently release
into the atmosphere would
require approximately 15%
(20 million hectares) of this
deforested area to be replaced.

This equates to about 20 trillion
trees. This sounds a lot but it
equates to only about 1000
trees per person in Australia.
Hence planting of trees will help
reduce our carbon footprint.
Install solar panels on your
property. This will offset some
of the emissions from power
stations.
Carbon capture and storage, a
scheme where large industries
bury their CO2 emissions
underground. This is a short
term solution as available
storage areas will eventually
be depleted. A better solution
is to refine the manufacturing
process to avoid the production
of these gases.
In summary, yes, you do have
a carbon footprint and no
you don't need one but in our
current society it is almost
impossible not to have one.
However, with a little effort
(and even sacrifice) you can
effectively decrease the extent
of your carbon footprint.
There are many Carbon
Footprint Calculators on the
web. So, put in your details to
see what your footprint is and
how you can reduce it. You will
be surprised how much money
you can save also. ■
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A bit of fun for the kids. Colour in this image and send to us at our Landcare office in Yarram. $10 prize for winner with lots of other
give-aways. Deadline July 31, 2020. Address: 2 Livingston Rd, Yarram Vic 3971
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By Helga Binder and Dave Smith

Cores and Links - Plantation forest returned to the community.
The Cores and Links
Project is a longterm commitment
by Hancock Victoria
Plantations (HVP)
to permanently protect
over 23,000 hectares of
native vegetation in the
Strzelecki Ranges.

to their determination and hard
work to reserve some of our
natural beauty and biodiversity
for future generations.
The Cores and Links Agreement
was signed in 2008 by the
Victorian Government and HVP
and has resulted in an important
and historic outcome for the
environment and the logging
industry.

HVP retained the rights to a
once-off harvest of 1,500ha
of plantations over a 20 year
period. They agreed to the
regeneration of indigenous
eucalypts following the harvest.

The community has been
advocating for the improved
protection of forests in the
Ranges since the mid 1990’s
and Cores and Links is a credit

The area replanted so far is
roughly 1230ha. The areas
handed back so far include are
principally in the Gunyah area
at Mt Marble, Dingo Creek and
Gunya Junction.

To meet the standard, HVP
collect seed from native
forest within the Strzelecki
Ranges. Natural regeneration
of understorey species has
been very successful. HVP
supplement regeneration by
planting the required overstorey species.

It was agreed that 8,000ha be
returned to public ownership
and a further 15,000ha of
native forest be permanently
protected.

It is a long-term project that by
2028 should see final logging
and revegetation with native
species that will transform a
single, continues ‘core’ or wildlife
reserve in the heartland of the
Strzelecki Ranges.

on what has been traditionally a
no-holds-barred logging of our
forests.

by the Ecological Vegetation
Class (EVC) endemic to the
site. The EVC is specified by the
Department of Environment,
Land, Water and Planning and
indicates which native plant
species were likely to be present
on the site prior to previous land
clearing and settlement.

This new conservation reserve
was named “Brataualong Forest
Park” in 2018. The 2,390ha park
protects important areas of cool
temperate rainforest and damp
forest.
The Cores and Links contains
areas of Cool Temperate
Rainforest (CTR). HVP does
not harvest rainforest and in
addition leaves a buffer of
vegetation for CTR protection.
Much of the rainforest has
regenerated following past
disturbances and fire regimes
where little or no buffers
were in place for its
protection. To further
enhance CTR, HVP has
devoted significant time
and effort to determine
appropriate buffer widths
in consultation with a
range of parties. Most
MACKS
CREEK
of the CTR is embedded
within large areas of
native vegetation, well
away from plantations.

The cost to the Government
is $5.5 million and HVP retains
the rights to future carbon and
biodiversity credits generated
by the protection of the forest.

The standard of revegetation
for each site is determined

It is an excellent improvement

Brataualung Forest Park
Traralgon 33 Km
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Accessibility
If you would like to receive this publication in an
accessible format such as large print or black and white
please telephone 136 186, or email customer.service@dse.vic.gov.au.
Deaf, hearing impaired or speech impaired?
Call us via the National Relay Service on 133 677
or visit www.relayservice.com.au

The map on this page
shows the total area
of the Cores and Links
project (marked yellow)
as well as existing and
planned forest park
blocks, reserves and state
forest. ■
For further information
search ‘HVP Cores and
Links’ on the internet.
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BROADLEAF SEAGRASS FRUIT CATCHING THE SUN TO HELP FORM FERTILE SEED - NOORAMUNGA

Your local contacts within the Yarram Yarram Landcare Network
ALBERT RIVER LANDCARE GROUP

BINGINWARRI LANDCARE GROUP

HEDLEY/NINE MILE CREEK LG

Contact: Craig Moore
Phone: 0437 357 121
Email:
craigmdirect@gmail.com

Contact: John McClumpha
Phone: 5185 1455
Email:
jd@incitegraphics.com.au

Contact: Maree Avery
Phone: 0421 222 242
Email:
maree@skymesh.com.au

WOODSIDE LANDCARE GROUP

MERRIMAN CREEK LANDCARE GROUP

YARRAM URBAN LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: Nicki Jennings
Phone: 0429 464 212
Email:
pnjjennings@gmail.com

Contact: Melissa Ainsworth
Phone: 5146 8328
Email:
mel.ainsworth@me.com

Contact: Peter Hill
Phone: N/A
Email:
hilly52@gmail.com

WONYIP LANDCARE GROUP

WON WRON DEVON NORTH LG

ALBERTON JUNIOR LANDCARE GROUP

Contact: John Kosta
Phone: 5681 6286
Email:
john.kosta@activ8.net.au

Contact: Yarram Yarram Landcare Network Contact: Yarram Yarram Landcare Network
Phone:
Email:

0467 000 935
yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au

Phone:
Email:

0467 000 935
yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au

Big thanks to HVP for their generous sponsorship of this newsletter.

2 Livingston Rd
T: 1300 094 262
Yarram
E: yyln@wgcma.vic.gov.au
Vic 3971
W: www.yarramlandcare.org
			 www.jarrproject.org
			 www.yylnreveg.org
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